
People begin to fill the Fairhaven Town Hall auditorium on Friday, 3/4, for the second annual Fairhaven
Short Film Festival. The night featured 10 films less than 20 minutes long. Proceeds from the event will
go to the Fairhaven Animal Shelter. See page 19 for story. Photo by Beth David.

Fairhaven Neighborhood News
A      publication of all things Fairhaven

Volume 11, Issue 10 • March 10, 2016

Teeming with information you need.
(And some you don’t need, but will be glad you have anyway.)

The littl
e paper

with a big voice!

FREE!

Including event listings from Cape Cod to RI

Also Inside:
• Selectboard: Page 4

• Candidate Statements: Page 18

• Acushnet News: Page 16

• Osuch Retirement Bash: Pages 12

Film fest benefits animal shelter



Remember those old
cartoons we watched as kids?
Remember how the characters
would spin their feet in a big
circle, kind of like a car burning
rubber, to get away, but they
got stuck in place with their feet
spinning around until the anvil (or whatever) crashed
onto their heads?

Yeah, that’s what this week feels like, spinning in
place.

Which reminds me of one of the short films at the
festival this weekend (see page 19). Poor little hamster
running on his treadmill with pictures of all kinds of
exotic places projecting in front of him. He thinks he’s
getting somewhere but he isn’t.

Ah well....trudging on.
Jeffrey Osuch retired earlier this year, and the

town hall gang put together a retirement party for him.
Most of the usual suspects were there, of course, and a
few extras, like his family (see page 12).

It’s always fun to see people in a different setting. 
Rep. Straus stole my joke, though. Honestly, after

talking to Mr. Osuch once about the West Island
treatment plant, I literally stood on the steps in front of
Town Hall as I left and said right out loud: “Quick,
someone give me the engineering test, I can pass it.”

Mr. Osuch was always professional with me. A few
times, I am quite sure, he must have been unhappy with
an editorial or the way I may have handled a story. But
he always took my calls, and he always answered my
questions. 

After dealing with my share of officials from other
towns and the state (oh, heavens....let’s not talk about
state employees who won’t even go on record with their
own names), I learned to appreciate Mr. Osuch’s
confidence.

I often said that Wolf Blitzer could call and Mr. Osuch
would just pick up the phone and say, “What can I do for
you?” 

Some of those other guys hem and haw and won’t
answer the phone and try to strangle a reporter into
only answering one or two questions.

So, even though we all joke about Mr. Osuch’s long-
winded answers, I, for one, appreciated his detail and
his patience explaining soil absorption rates, the
difference between a well and a wick, and other sundry
poop-plant lingo.

Fare-thee-well, Mr. Osuch. Good luck to you and your
beautiful family. And, I hope we see you on the floor of
Town Meeting. Your input will be welcome.

In other news...
We change clocks this weekend. YIPPPEEE!!!!
I noticed some articles online about how  Daylight

Savings Time should be abolished, but I don’t know...I
like this idea of suddenly having an extra hour of
sunlight. 

I’ll have to look into those
arguments for a future editorial.

Until next week then...see ya
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Fishing’s Carlos Rafael arrested by Feds

FEE:
Dogs & Cats: $15

Cash Only
ALL animals must be 
leashed or in a carrier

Capeway Veterinary Hospital
171 Bridge St. • 8 a.m. to 10 a.m.

HHHHHH

New England Animal Hospital
66 Huttleston Ave. •  10 a.m. to Noon

For more information, 
please contact 

Fairhaven Animal Control, 
508-979-4028, or 
Board of Health, 

508-979-4022, Ext. 125.

Town of Fairhaven

RABIES CLINIC
Sunday, March 20, 2016

NO DOG
LICENSES

AVAILABLE 
ON THIS DAY

Press Release
The owner of one of the largest

commercial fishing businesses in the
northeastern United States and his
bookkeeper were arrested February
26 on charges of conspiracy and
submitting falsified records to the
federal government to evade federal
fishing quotas. The charges arose out
of an undercover investigation in
which federal agents posed as
organized crime figures interested in
buying the fishing business.

Carlos A. Rafael, 64, and Debra
Messier, 60, both of Dartmouth, were
charged in a criminal complaint with
submitting falsified records to the
federal government and conspiracy.

According to court documents,
Rafael owns Carlos Seafood, Inc., in
New Bedford, which is one of the
largest commercial fishing businesses
in the northeastern United States.
The complaint alleges that for years,
Rafael, with help from his book -
keeper, Messier, lied to federal
authorities about the quantity and
species of fish his boats caught, in
order to evade federal quotas
designed to guarantee the sustaina -

bility of certain fish species. After
submitting false records to federal
regulators to conceal the violation of
quotas, Rafael sold the fish to a
business in New York City in
exchange for bags of cash.

According to court documents,
beginning in June 2015, two under -
cover federal agents posing as
organized crime figures had several
meetings with Rafael to negotiate the
purchase of his business. During
those meetings, Rafael allegedly told
the agents how he operated his
business off-the-books by selling fish
for cash.

This culminated in a meeting at
Rafael’s office in New Bedford in
January 2016, during which Rafael
and Messier allegedly explained, step
by step, what they called “the dance”:
the process by which Rafael and
others coordinated with Rafael’s boat
captains to falsify federal forms
intended to track what was caught as
well as forms designed to monitor the
fish species purchased by Carlos
Seafood. Rafael also allegedly told the
undercover agents that, in his most
recent dealings with the NYC buyer,

he earned $668,000 in less than six
months. Rafael allegedly smuggled
some of the cash through Logan
International Airport to Portugal.

The charge of submitting falsified
records to the federal government
provides for a sentence of no greater
than 20 years in prison, three years of
supervised release and a fine of
$250,000 fine. The charge of
conspiracy provides for a sentence of
no greater than five years in prison,
three years of supervised release and
a fine of $250,000. Sentences are
imposed by a federal district court
judge based upon the U.S. Sentencing
Guidelines and other statutory factors.

United States Attorney Carmen M.
Ortiz; Manny J. Muriel, Acting Special
Agent in Charge of the Internal
Revenue Service’s Criminal Investiga -
tions in Boston; Rear Admiral Linda L.
Fagan, Commander of the First Coast
Guard District; Timothy Donovan,
Acting Assistant Director of the
National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration, Office of Law
Enforcement; Gregory K. Null, Special
Agent in Charge of the Department of

RAFAEL: cont’d on page 21
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ALL VACUUM BRANDS
Sales-Service-Repairs-Parts

BROKEN VACUUM?
Take it to Handy Andy's!™ 

•FREE ESTIMATES
•FREE LOANERS
•FAST SERVICE
•GUARANTEED WORK
•80 NEW VACUUMS
•TRADE-INS TAKEN

56
Years of
Service

"We make
the best
new vacuum
you'll
ever own!"

Taking care of you!

Handy Andy's Quality Vacuum Cleaners

HandyAndys.com
1693 Acushnet Ave
New Bedford MA

FREE PARKING LOT

508-997-8011
Mon,Tue,Thu,Fri 9-5

Wed 9-8, Sat 9-3

QUALITY VACUUMS - QUALITY SERVICE

Trade in your old vacuum and get a new Handy 
Andy's Quality Vac™ Vacuum Cleaner. Best new 
vacuum for pet hair, sand, wood floors, carpets, 
rugs, furniture, stairs and great for allergies. 
Handy Andy's Amazing Service and Guarantee. 
Over 8,500 Sold! Highly Recommended. Excellent 
Reviews. Buy your new vacuum at Handy Andy's!™

$50 OFF WITH ANY 
TRADE-IN

NO INTEREST PAYMENT PLANS

Selectboard tackles first budget with new Town Administrator

Support the Neighb News
Support the Neighb News. Any small amount will help.
Just clip the coupon and send it with check or money

order to Fairhaven Neighborhood News, 166 Dogwood St.,
Fairhaven, MA 02719. Ask for a bumper sticker that says “I
Support the Neighb News.” And thank you for reading the little
paper with a big voice.

Name: _________________________________________________

Address: _______________________________________________

City/State/Zip: __________________________________________

Email: __________________________________________________

Do you want to receive the paper by email?    Y  N

By Beth David
Editor

Fairhaven’s new process for
creating the budget is underway. The
Selectboard and town administrator
Mark Rees met on Monday, 3/7, to go
over each department in detail.

Mr. Rees told the board that his
projected revenue is based on con -
serva tive estimates, a practice, he
said, that has served the town well in
the past.

Highlights of the budget include
$85,000 for a full time technology
person and funds to add a part time
person in animal control.

The budget also increases the legal
budget to $170,000. Mr. Rees said that
increase will help to cover the costs
of labor counsel, a move the board
has already decided on. The labor
counsel would be available to advise
on labor contracts and other labor
issues.

The School Department budget is
fully funded at $21,556,959, whichi
includes payments to New Bedford
Vocational and Bristol Agricultural,
for about 47.5% of the total operating
budget of $45,373,483.

The budget for the Fairhaven
public schools (without the payments
to technical schools) is up 3.5%, going
from $18,737,194 last year to
$19,385,788 this year, a difference of
$648,594.

Add in Town Meeting articles and
the budget tops out at $49,395,965.
Overall, the town’s budget is about $2
million more than last year, or about
4.3%.

Mr. Rees told the board that
Superintendent of Schools Robert
Baldwin said he is willing to discuss a
revenue sharing arrangement.
Instead of creating the budget the
way it has been done in the past, the

town and the School Department
could agree to set aside a certain
percentage of the budget to go to the
schools.

Mr. Rees said the Department of
Reve nue report recommended explor -
ing that option. 

The budget also adds $500,000 to
the capital stabilization fund, which is
set aside for capital costs, such as
vehicles and building repairs/renova -
tions. The fund is only in its second
year and aleady the town is using
$400,000 for a new roof at Hastings

Middle School. That money, however,
will be mostly reimbursed by the
state.

Changes in the police budget
reflect a restructuring of the
command structure that includes
adding a captain and two lieutenants.
The number of personnel will stay the
same. 

The changes, said Mr. Rees in a
follow-up interview, will allow for
better supervision, and will provide
for coverage when the chief is out.

One piece of good news for
taxpayers is that the high school debt
will be paid off in FY17. So this budget

is the last one that will include that
payment. I

Another piece of good news, said
Mr. Rees, is that the town’s combined
reserve funds (excluding water and
sewer) ad up to about 9.6% of the
budget. He said bond rating agencies
“look favorably” on the higher
percentage.

The board also discussed a variety
of employee costs, including
unemploy ment. The town has hired a
company to help with appeals of
some unemployment claims. 

Mr. Rees and Town Treasurer/
Finance Director Wendy Graves said
that many times the state makes
mistakes in administering unemploy -
ment, and it takes time to fight the
charges.

Capital projects this year include a
new police cruiser, a truck for the
Harbormaster, and a new roof and
floor at Hastings Middle School. 

Many of the spending articles that
were traditionally voted on at Town
Meeting have been folded into the
regular department budgets, or
consolidated into a spending article
for the Capital Planning Committee.

The overtime budget for the fire
department will also be significantly
less because they have hired two full
time firefighter/paramedics.

The town has also made a lot of
“headway” in reducing workers
compensation claims and saving on
health insurance costs.

If the budget is approved by town
meeting, the Harbormaster will finally
get his mooring software, and will get
his computers working.

The budget is not final and will be
discussed again at a future meeting.

Visit the town’s website at www.
fairhaven-ma.gov to find the draft
budget and related documents.

Highlights of the budget

include $85,000 for a full

time technology person 

and funds to add a 

part time person in 

animal control.
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AROUND TOWN HAPPENINGS

Political Volleyball
Calling ALL Fairhaven candidates.

Come play volleyball for FUN (ok,
maybe a little competition), on Sun.,
3/13 at 6 p.m., at the Fairhaven
Recreaction Center, neer Stop K Shop.

At. St. Joseph’s
Easter Concert

The Saints & Singers Chorus
concert, Fri., 3/11, 7:30 p.m., St.
Joseph Church, 74 Spring St.,
Fairhaven.

The Saints & Singers Chorus is an
ecumenical chorus, dedicated to
sharing God’s message of love and
hope through music. Our cantata for
this Easter, called “Jesus Changed
Every thing,” arranged by Mark
Brymer, illuminates the message that
the sacrifice of Jesus has changed ...
everything.

Admission is free with a freewill
offering. Accessible.

Mass & Dinner
Fri., 3/18, at 7 p.m. at St. Joseph’s

School 100 Spring St., Fairhaven.
(Accessible) Come celebrate our
Patron Saint while enjoying our
parish community 

Menu includes baked fish dinner,
refreshments, & traditional zeppoles,
74 Spring St. (Church Basement)

Adults/$10, 10-4yrs. old/$4, under
3yrs./ free. 

Kids meal, mac & cheese, drink and
cookie.Hope to see you there!

Or call/stop by the church office to
reserve your tickets, 508-994-9714.

Spring Concert
The Fairhaven Music Department

will hold its Spring Concert on Thurs.,
May 19, in the Performing Arts
Center, Fairhaven High School, at 7
p.m. Tickets are $5 and will be sold at
the door.

Scallop Supper FR
The 13th annual scallop supper

will be held on Fri., 3/18, at St. Mary’s
Church, 440 Main St., Fairhaven,
from 4:30– 7 p.m. Tickets are $12 and
orders to-go are also available.

For tickets: St. Mary’s Church
rectory, M–F, 9–12, or call Robin
Canastra, 508-997-9019. A limited
number of tickets will be available at
the door. All proceeds to benefit the
Shepherd’s Pantry and St. Mary’s.

Dems to Caucus
Enrolled Democrats who live in

Fairhaven are invited to the
Democratic Town Caucus on Sat.,
3/19, from 9:30 a.m.–noon, at the
Millicent Library, 45 Center St.,
Fairhaven, MA 02179

To elect town delegates to the
Mass. State Democratic Convention.
Delegates to the state convention are
then eligible to run as a delegate for
the Democratic National Convention
in Philadelphia, PA, July 25-28, 2016.

Attend the caucus to run or vote
for delegates to the state convention.
No cost to attend; open to members
of the public to observe. Registered
Democrats, regardless of political
experi ence, can run fordelegate
position.

Scholarships
The Atlantic Aviators, South -

eastern MA chapter of Women in
Aviation, International is offering two
(2) $1,000 scholarships to eligible
high school and college students to
help offset the costs of pursuing an
Aviation or STEM career.

The application deadline is March
31, 2016. Download an application
from the Atlantic Aviators website at
www.atlanticaviators.org 

Pub 99 Ribbon Cut
The Ninety Nine Restaurant & Pub

located at 32 Sconticut Neck Road in
Fairhaven, will celebrate its Grand
Re-opening on Thursday, March 17th
after undergoing a revitalization of
the restaurant’s décor and amenities.
The restaurant will be closed for
renovations from Monday, March
14th – Wednesday, March 16th. As
part of the Grand Re-Opening celebra -
tion, the Ninety Nine will host a
ribbon cutting ceremony, and offer
prizes for guests as they enjoy
appetizer sampling. In addition to the
festivities, $1,000 will be donated to
the Fairhaven High School PTO. The
restaurant will re-open at 4:00 p.m. on
Thurs., 3/17. The Grand Re-Opening
Celebration will begin at 5:00 p.m.

Candidate night
The North Fairhaven Improvement

Association’s last meeting with the
Selectboard candidates is on Mar. 16
at 7:30 p.m. with incumbent Geoff
Haworth.

Candidates Night
The Fairhaven Business Associa -

tion will hold its annual candidates
night on Tues., 3/15, from 6:30–9:30
p.m., at Carousel Family Fun Center,
4 David Drown Blvd., Fairhaven.
Accessible.

Michael Silva and Wayne Oliviera
will be te mediators.

NFIA Egg Hunt
The North Fairhaven Improvement

Association will hold its annual
Easter egg hunt on Sat., 3/26, at 9
a.m. sharp, at Livesey Park in North
Fairhaven. Free. Open to the public
and everyone is welcome. 

The NFIA is also looking for volun -
teers to help hide eggs. Donations for
the raffle are also welcome. Call Fred
Rafael at 508-951-0831. 

NB Voc-tech Board
The Fairhaven Select Board Chair -

man, in conjunction with the Town
Moderator and Fairhaven Public
School Committee Chairperson,
announce a vacancy on the Greater
New Bedford Regional Vocational
Technical High School Board. The
vacancy is for an unexpired term
(expires 2019) to be a representative
for the Town of Fairhaven on the
GNBVTHS Board. 

The selected appointee will need
to be able to assume the position
effective April 1, 2016. 

Letters of interest must be
received by the Fairhaven
Selectmen’s Office by 4 p.m. on Mon.,
3/21, 2016. On Thursday, March 24,
at 6:30 p.m., the Select Board
Chairman, the Town Moderator and
the School Committee Chairperson
will meet at the Town Hall Banquet
Room to interview applicants and
consider a joint appointment. 

Letters of interest can be sub -
mitted electronically to:  selectmen@
Fairhaven-MA.gov or mailed to:
Selectmen’s Office 40 Center Street
Fairhaven, MA 02719 

Any questions, please contact the
Selectmen’s Office at 508-979-4023
ext. 2.

Rabies Clinic
On Sun., 3/19. See ad on page 3.
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Open Under
New

Ownership
Kitchen Open

till 10 p.m.
Come Back to the Bayside

See your old friends. See your favorite bands again

Tues.: 
Karaoke, 9 p.m.

Wed.: 
EPT Poker, 7 p.m.

Thurs.:
Trivia, 7:30 p.m.

Fri.:
Karaoke/
DJ, 9 p.m.

Sat.:
Live Music
(No Cover)

ENTERTAINMENT

Kitchen Open • Daily Specials
Fish & Chips • Seafood Specials

Dining Area • Function Hall • Pool Tables • Juke Box

125 Sconticut Neck Road • Fairhaven
www.BaysideLoungeFhvn.com

Find us on Facebook for updates and news

CYCLONE CLEANING &
RESTORATION SERVICES
Proudly serving Greater New Bedford for 40+ years
Cyclone: a name you can trust.

508-995-8816 • Anthony David
833 Mt. Pleasant St. • New Bedford • www.CycloneCleaning.com

Whether you need seasonal clean ing
or complete fire and flood clean-up
and restoration, Cyclone can take care
of it quickly and professionally. A
local,  family owned business, Cyclone
takes special care with every project.

Visit www.CycloneCleaning.com to learn about all our services.

YOUR LOCAL CLEANING

& RESTORATION

SPECIALISTS

CHOOSE YOUR CONTRACTOR
You have the right to choose your own contractor. Do
not let the stress of an emergency situation cause you to
make a bad  decision. No one has the right to dictate
who will work in your home. Call the company you
trust: Call Cyclone.

Sp aghetti   Supper  
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How will you pay for
senior living?
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Easter’s not that far away
Plan to get all your Easter treats

at Emma Jean’s

General Contractor
Licensed General Contractor 

for 36 years

Our Services Include All Aspects 
of Your Interior/Exterior

Remodeling Needs

Marc A. Gadbois • 508-992-0226

MA Const. Sup. Lic. # 003000
MA Home Imp. Lic. #127675

EPA Lead Safe Certified
Fully Insured

Materials Supplied by ABC Supply Company

4Strong Work Ethic
4Fiscally Responsible
4Committed to

Excellence

Please vote for our
future on April 4th.

Contact 
mcnamaramike@comcast.net 

Paid for by Michael McNamara
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Free Film
“In Defense of Food”

The New Bedford Wellness
Initiative is pleased to announce the
upcoming Movie Screening Event of
“In Defense of Food” on Tues., 3/15,
at the New Bedford Whaling
Museum, 18 Johnny Cake Hill, New
Bedford. Doors open at 6 p.m.,
screening starts at 6:30pm sharp.
The event is free and open to the
public. No reservations are needed.

Join Dr. David Ludwig from “In
Defense of Food” for a question and
answer session immediately following
the film. Dr. Ludwig is a noted
endocrinologist, researcher at Boston
Children’s Hospital, professor of
pediatrics at Harvard Medical School
and professor of nutrition at Harvard
School of Public Health. For more
information contact Dr. Mike Rocha
508-864-0959.

The New Bedford Wellness
Initiative’s mission is to raise health
awareness, prevent disease and
promote recovery from illness
through healthy living. This initiative
was started by local cardiologist
Michael Rocha in 2014 to unite the
community’s resources around a
common mission of health and
wellness. In addition to the upcoming
Wellness program for adults at the
Boys and Girls Club, the New Bedford
Wellness Initiative holds monthly
wellness walks in the community, has
screenings of movies about health
and wellness at the New Bedford
Whaling Museum and has a Facebook
page with over 2,000 followers. 

Free Film
Over 1,000 years ago, the scattered

islands of Polynesia were settled by
an ancient seafaring people. Where
did they come from? How did they
navigate across the vast Pacific
Ocean to settle one-third of Earth’s
surface? To find out, anthropologist
Sam Low visited the tiny coral atoll of
Satawal, in Micronesia's remote
Caroline Islands, to film Mau Piailug
as he guides his canoe by reading
subtle signs in the waves, winds and
stars. The New Bedford Whaling
Museum will host a special screening
on Low’s discovery on Fri., 3/11 from
5–8 p.m., 18 Johnny Cake Hill, New
Bedford. The screening of “The
Navigators — Pathfinders of the
Pacific” is free and open to the public.

The film was first shown nationally
on PBS in 1983, and later broadcast
internationally in Europe and South
America. It was awarded a Cine
Golden Eagle, a Blue Ribbon at the
American Film Festival and a Silver
Anvil, and has been screened in
numerous national and international
venues. Watch a preview of The
Navigators on YouTube. There will
be a book signing of Hawaiki Rising:
Hokule’a, Nainoa Thompson, and
the Hawaiian Renaissance with
author Sam Low following the film. 

More on Hawaiki Rising: As the
walls of Troy were falling to the
Greeks, Polynesian explorers
followed star paths across the
world’s greatest ocean to settle one
third of Earth’s surface. It’s one of the
most amazing stories of navigation
and maritime exploration. And it’s
never been properly told, until now.
Cost per book is $24.95; museum
members receive 10% off. The book is
available in the Museum store or
online at The White Whale. 

Exhibit Reception
The Cultures of the Portuguese-

Speaking World Event Series, The
Center for Portuguese Studies &
Culture at UMass Dartmouth in
partnership with the New Bedford
Whaling Museum and the Portuguese
Consulate of New Bedford cordially
invite the public to attend the Opening
Reception of Pedro Albuquerque’s
Exhibition “The Albuq Momentum”
on Sat., 3/12, from 2–4 p.m., at The
New Bedford Whaling Museum, San
Francisco Room, 18 Johnny Cake Hill,
New Bedford, MA 02740

Almost Maine
Your Theatre, Inc., director Bob

Gillet of Fall River, MA, has cast
nineteen South Coast actors for the
March production of Almost, Maine,
by John Cariani.

On a cold, clear, moonless night in
the middle of winter, all is not quite
what it seems in the remote, mythical
town of Almost, Maine. As the
northern lights hover in the star-filled
sky above, Almost’s residents find
themselves falling in and out of love
in unexpected and often hilarious
ways. Knees are bruised. Hearts are
broken. But the bruises heal, and the
hearts mend — almost — in this
delightful midwinter night’s dream.

YTI is grateful to our 69th Season
Sponsor, Bank5, for their fourth year
of strong support for the arts.

Performance dates are March 10-12
& 17-19 at 8 p.m. and March 13 & 20
at 2:30 p.m. Performances are held at
the wheelchair accessible Your
Theatre, Inc. Playhouse, 136 Rivet St.
(corner of County St.), New Bedford,
at St. Martin's Episcopal Church
complex. Free off-street parking
entrance is on County Street.

Tickets are $15 general admis -
sion, $12 for season subscribers
(three show minimum), and $13 for
senior citizens, students, and
military personnel.

For info call 508-993-0772, or email
info@yourtheatre.org. Visit www.
yourtheatre.org

Little Shop of
Horrors

Squeals of delight and screams of
fright will fill the theatre with the
Laurel Tree Players’ grand-scale
production of Little Shop of Horrors.
One of the longest-running Off-
Broadway shows of all time, this
affectionate spoof of 1950s sci-fi
movies has become a household
name and family favorite.

Charming, tuneful and hilarious,
with tongue firmly planted in cheek,
Little Shop of Horrors never fails to
entertain. Opens on Fri., 3/18 at 8 p.m.
with two other performances on Sat.,
3/19 at 8 p.m., & Sun., 3/20 at 2 p.m.
at Holy Family Holy Name School. 

Tickets for the March 18th, 19th,
and 20th production are now on sale
at Holy Family Holy Name School at
91 Summer Street in New Bedford, MA
02740. For reservations, call the
school at 508-993-3547. Tickets are
priced at $15 for adults and $12 for
seniors and children. Seating is
limited. Bring your camera and have
your picture taken with Audrey II, the
man-eating plant, after the show. 

Save The Date
The 39th New Bedford Half

Marathon will be held on Sun., 3/20,
at 11 a.m. Visit http://newbedford
halfmarathon.com/

For information on the course for
both spectators and runners. 

The course begins downtown and
ends downtown, looping around the
south end. 

HAPPENINGS OVERTOWN
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Irish Orchestra/Free
Get in the spirit for St. Patrick's

Day at the Mattapoisett Free Public
Library, 7 Barstow St., on Sun., 3/13,
at 2 PM when the NEIHO returns to
flood the reading rooms with
traditional Irish music. Whether it’s
toe-tapping dance tunes, slow airs, or
soulful ballads, you will experience
beautifully orchestrated music for
many harps, voices, whistles, and
always a few surprises. The event,
part of the library’s Purrington Series,
is sponsored by the Mattapoisett
Library Trust.

The New England Irish Harp
Orchestra has played throughout
New England and in Ireland. Last
summer 10 members of the orchestra
traveled to Ireland for a cultural trip,
and played concerts in Killarnery and
the week-long music festival in
Limerick with 54 other harpists for all
over Europe. They also offered a
children's concert for an audience of
300 at the Kennedy Library in Boston.
When the NEIHO played at the
Mattapoisett Library in December of
2014, it was standing room only and
then some for their beautiful music
and vivacious step dancing.

Seating is limited. Reservations
may be made by calling 508-758-
4171 or emailing mfpl@sailsinc.org.

The concert is free, and will last
approximately one and a half hours.
Accessible. Additional parking is
available on the wharf, one block
from the library.

Welcome Waterbirds
The Mattapoisett Woman’s Club

will hold their March meeting
Thurs., 3/17 at noon in Reynard Hall
at the Mattapoisett Congregational
Church, 27 Church St. Our program
will feature a talk about coastal water
birds, including the roseate tern, by
Kathy Parsons, Ph.D., Director,
Coastal Waterbird Program, Mass
Audubon.

Mass Audubon’s Coastal Waterbird
Program is one of the most effective
entities working to protect coastal
birds and barrier beaches in New
England. Launched in 1987 in
response to declining populations of
Piping Plovers and terns in Mass.,
their primary objective is protecting
these species' nesting areas through -
out the state. During 2015, the

Coastal Waterbird Program protected
threatened coastal birds through
management and education at 175
sites along 140 miles of the Mass.
coastline. Their staff installed
protective fencing and signage,
monitored nesting activity, provided
educational opportunities for
beachgoers, and engaged land
owners in coastal habitat protection.
In addition, 75 volunteers provided
essential support to the program
working within local communities.
The program is also instrumental in
the protection of Roseate Terns
during the months after breeding
when the birds are preparing for
migration.

Today, the Coastal Waterbird
Program advocates for the protection
of the entire coastal ecosystem and
serves as a model for integrated
coastal resource management.

Please join us at noon for a light
lunch and an informative introduc -
tion to local coastal birdlife.

For more information, please call
Barb at 508 864-5213.

Attic Treasures Sale
Attic Treasures Sale sponsored by

St. John Neumann Women’s Guild will
be held in the Parish Hall, 157
Middleboro Rd. (Rte. 18), E. Freetown
(next to Cathedral Camp), on Sat.
3/12, from 9 a.m.–3 p.m. Free
admission. Accessible. 

Continental breakfast and
delicious lunch available.

Take Chace Road exit off Rte. 140.

Plunge for Preemies
Every year in the U.S. approx.

500,000 babies are treated in the NICU
and unless there are prenatal
indicators, families find themselves
unprepared to watch their newborn
fight for life. Project Sweet Peas
works closely with hospitals to
provide the support and information
that these vulnerable families need

On Sat., 3/12, we are hosting our
6th annual “Plunge for Preemies” at
The Warwick Country Club, 394
Narragansett Bay Ave., Warwick, RI.
Registration at 11 a.m.; Plunge at
noon, Plunge Party, 12:30-4 p.m.

Must raise $20 min. to plunge.
Post Plunge Party, $25/adults, $13/
children 4–10, under 3 free.

Festivities include a Post Plunge
party at the Warwick Country Club

with dinner, music, raffles, silent
auction, prizes, and much more. 

To register or for more informa -
tion, please visit www.pspplunge.com
or call (401) 212-0210.

Bookfair Benefit
Sat., 3/19 from Noon–4 p.m.,

support the Lloyd Center for the
Environment at Barnes & Noble in
Dartmouth. In an effort to raise funds
for their environmental science
programs held in schools in New
Bedford, Fall River, Dartmouth, and
throughout Massachusetts, the Lloyd
Center is working together with
Barnes & Noble Booksellers by
hosting a Bookfair at the Barnes &
Noble Dartmouth Towne Center store.

The Lloyd Center for the
Environment will hold several events
and programs at Barnes & Noble
during the Bookfair, including a
presentation of the Center’s resident
screech owl Koko. This up-close owl
encounter will be followed by stories,
other animal interactions and a
scavenger hunt. This fun, family
event is free and open to the public.

Barnes & Noble will contribute a
percentage of every sale on 3/19
made by customers identifying
themselves as supporters of the
Lloyd Center for the Environment.
Vouchers will be available online at
the Lloyd Center’s website
www.lloydcenter.org, in hard copy at
the Lloyd Center for the Environ -
ment, or by simply mentioning your
choice to support the Lloyd Center
when you check-out at the register.
You can also support the Lloyd
Center by shopping online at
www.bn.com/bookfairs from Sat.,
3/19 to Thurs., 3/24 and include the
Bookfair voucher ID #11805728 on the
payment page during checkout. 

For more info, contact Lloyd
Center Outreach Specialist Jennifer
Wimmer at jen@lloydcenter.org,
508-990-0505 x14.

SAVE THE DATE
Rabies Clinic

The town of Acushnet will hold a
rabies clinic on Sun., 3/20, at the
Acushnet Town Barn, 700 Middle Rd.,
from 9 a.m.–noon. Fee is $10/animal.
Rabies vaccine, one year only. Hosted
by Acushnet Animal Hospitcal. All
dogs must on a leash, cats in carriers.

HAPPENINGS/OTHER LATITUDES
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Recipe of the Week
Creamy Smoked 

Salmon Pasta

6 tbs butter
1/2 onion, finely chopped
2 tbs all-purpose flour
2 tsp garlic powder
2 cups skim milk
1/2 cup grated Romano cheese
1 cup peas
1/2 cup chopped mushrooms
10 oz. smoked salmon, chopped
1 (16 oz.) package penne pasta 

Bring a large pot of lightly
salted water to a boil. Add pasta
and cook for 8 to 10 minutes or
until al dente; drain.

Melt butter in a large skillet
over medium heat. Saute onion in
butter until tender.

Stir flour and garlic powder into
the butter and onions. Gradually
stir in milk. Heat to just below
boiling point, and then gradually
stir in cheese until the sauce is
smooth. Stir in peas and mush -
rooms., and cook over low heat
for 4 minutes.

Toss in smoked salmon, and
cook for 2 more minutes. Serve
over pasta.

From www.allrecipes.com

Sherry Lopes

Cell: 508-951-2147 • Bus.: 508-998-6900
slopes417@aol.com

From our readers

Quality Used Cars & Complete Auto Repair
OIL CHANGE • TRANSMISSION FLUSH • COOLANT FLUSH

TUNE-UPS • BRAKE • EXHAUST • A/C CHARGE
HEATING SYSTEMS • TIRE REPAIR • ELECTRICL SYSTEMS

FREE PICK-UP & DROP-OFF • MA INSPECTION

508-758-9500

508-992-9638

Cell: 508-509-2292

196 Huttleston Avenue, Fairhaven, MA

www.aausedautos.com • aaautosales@live.com

Roderick has qualities for
Selectboard

I wholeheartedly endorse Bernie
Roderick for Fairhaven Selectman.
Bernie’s years of experience in educa -
tion, as a member of the school
commit tee and in other town commit -
tees as well as his personal integrity
make him the best qualified candidate
for the role of Selectman.

During his career in education
Bernie was a teacher, an administrator,
a builder and most importantly a
leader. As Superintendent of Schools
Bernie worked effectively and in
collaboration with the school com -
mit tee to develop policies, budgets
and long range plans for our school
system. To do this job well requires a
level of respect between the Superin -
tendent and the committee, developed
through openness, the ability to
listen, and the strength to make hard
decisions. Bernie’s record in this area
is without equal, as is evidenced by
the committee’s decision to name the
high school library for him in
recognition of his contributions to
the school system. 

As a member of the school
committee, Bernie has had to put on
another hat, that of overseer. This
means acting as advisor, as counselor
and sometimes as one who challenges
the administration. I have seen Bernie
act in all of these ways as he carried
out his responsibilities on the
committee. 

This record of achievement is clear
evidence of Bernie’s ability to do the
job and provide the sound and
effective leadership we need from a
Selectman. The ability to listen, to
treat every member of the public and
every town employee with respect
and consideration are all key to a
successful term as Selectman. These
are the qualities Bernie has demon -
strated in every role he has taken on. 

Christopher Bunnell, Fairhaven

Roderick has the
knowledge & experience
I would like to voice my support

for Bernie Roderick as a candidate for
the Board of Selectmen in Fairhaven. I
have known Bernie for over twenty
years and can attest that he is a
person of integrity, with a knack for
good judgment, clear thinking, and a
good management style. 

In addition, I had the opportunity
to serve as selectman when Bernie
was Superintendent of Schools in
Fairhaven. There were a number of
committees that he and I served on
during my tenure as a selectman.

Bernie grew up in Fairhaven and
graduated from the Fairhaven Public
School system. He went on to earn a
Juris Doctorate Degree with a deep
understanding for legal frameworks
and the skill of negotiation. Somehow
he chose to come back to Fairhaven
to teach our children. He attained the

To share a recipe 
with your neighbors

Mail to 166 Dogwood St., Fairhaven, MA 02719; fax to 
508-991-5580; email to neighbnews@comcast.net 

(Email preferred)

LETTERS: cont’d on page 21
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Ted Silva
Licensed Private Investigator

Tenant • SCREENING • Employee

Licensed • Bonded • Insured
Mass. Lic. LP0640A • Email: Verify@tsinvestigation.com 

Office: 774-473-6789 • Fax: 815-331-0732 • Cell: 508-965-6072 

EMPLOYER

Background Checks

LANDLORD

“Trust...but verify” (Ronald Reagan)

Email: Verify@tsinvestigation.com

COMPUTER
DATING

Chocolate Works
CANDY MAKING & CAKE DECORATING SUPPLIES

St. Patrick’s Day
Candy Molds, Cupcake and Cake

Decorating Supplies

1849 Acushnet Ave. • New Bedford • 508-998-2672
Hours: Mon., Tues., Thurs., Fri., 10-5:30; Sat., 9-4; Closed Wed. & Sun.

Call for details about our cake decorating classes

Small Shamrock Lollipops: 4 for $1

Fairhaven’s Hidden Gem
5 Maitland St. • Fairhaven • 508-992-8687

Seafood Extravaganza
Fish & Chips • Clamboil • Scallops • Chowder

We deliver, Thursday–Sunday in Fairhaven

Open 11:30 a.m., Mon.–Sat. • Open 10 a.m, Sun.

Entertainment
Karaoke Every 

Thursday & Saturday
Live Band on

Fridays

Function Room
Up to 150+ people. For

all your occasions.
Elegance at 

Affordable Prices

Appetizers • Full menu for lunch & dinner
Weekday Early Bird Specials: Noon–2, Mon.–Fri.

Serving food late-night till 1 a.m., Thurs.–Sat.

Try Our Famous Prime Rib &

Thin Crust Pizza &

Sirloin Tips

Kitchens • Baths • Roofing • Siding
Gutters • Windows & Decks

WHEN YOU DEMAND THE FINEST 
AT A SENSIBLE PRICE

Complete Home Remodeling • Free Written Estimates
Ross Cottrell

508-999-1598 Office
401-640-4088 Cell
508-984-1799 Fax

360 Main Street
Fairhaven, MA 02719

bobviera@comcast.net • www.bobviera.com

MICHELE (MIKE)

MEROLLA
Fairhaven Housing
Authority
• Former School Committee

Member
• 45 years experience in rental

housing
• B.Sc., In Business

Administration
• M.Sc. in Health Sciences
• Doctor of Chiropractic
Paid for by Michele E. Merolla
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“Town Meeting will never be the same”
By Beth David

Editor
There were insider jokes galore,

pats on the back, both literal and
figurative, laughs and tears, food and
drink, speeches and citations, and
even an announcement of a building
to be renamed. And it was all for
retired Fairhaven Selectboard Execu -
tive Secretary Jeffrey Osuch.

Even the stalwart, even-keeled Mr.
Osuch got a little choked up a few
times. 

But fear not, those of you who
know the players. It did not stop him
from aiming a shot at the budget.

The night at the Century House in
Acushnet on Saturday, had been
planned as a surprise for January 23,
but a snowstorm changed those
plans. The lack of surprise, however,
did not seem to dampen spirits.

Mr. Osuch’s wife Deborah and their
four grown children attended. So did
all three Selectboard members, state
representative William Straus, and
many town officials from Fairhaven,
and a few from surrounding areas.

Selectboard chairperson Geoffrey
Haworth told the crowd the Mr.
Osuch’s “institutional knowledge of
Fairhaven is incredible.”

Rep. Straus joked about Mr. Osuch’s
long-winded answers to questions,
always filling in all the details. 

Mr. Straus said that after some of
those conversations, he felt like, “I
pretty much had the equivalent of an
engineering degree.”

“There’s no such thing as a quick
conversation,” he said.

So, it got a big laugh, when Mr.
Osuch said he just had a “quick
comment,” after Rep. Straus spoke.

Mr. Osuch, however, did keep it
kind of short, making sure to give
credit to the politicians, especially
William “Biff” MacLean for getting the
legislative permission to get state
land for the West Island Treatment
Plant (WIWWTP)

Mr. Osuch was executive secretary
for 27 years and was superintendent
of Public Works for 10 years. He has
been involved in every major
construc tion project for the town of
Fairhaven for 37 years, including the
consolidation of the Department of
Public Works to its present location
on Arsene Street, and the WIWWTP

“I was the youngster,” said Mr.
Osuch in an earlier interview, about
the changes at the DPW that he

ushered in starting in 1978. 
“It took a little persuasion,” he

said. He was 28 years old and a civil
engineer when he took the superin -
tendent job.

He recounts with pride that the
consultant advised the town not to do
search for an executive secretary, bu
simply to hire Mr. Osuch. When he
took over as executive secretary, the
town’s finances were a mess. But that
was a long time ago.

“Town Meeting will never be the
same without you,” said Mr. Haworth.

He credited Mr. Osuch with
keeping the town on stable financial
ground through difficult years, and
said the town owed Mr. Osuch a “debt
of gratitude.”

“People like you,” said Mr.
Haworth, are what make Fairhaven
“such a great place.”

Selectboard member Bob
Espindola told the crowd that Mr.
Osuch spent was very patient with

him, to bring a new Selectboard
member up to speed. 

Mr. Espindola said he was sure that
Mr. Osuch had shown the same
courtesy and patience to all the new
board members over the years, and
said he was amazed at his knowledge.

He also noted that Mr. Osuch was
instrumental in building up the
Mariner Soccer League and the fields
on Shaw Road.

He pesented a citation from the
state Senate that Sen. Mark Montigny
arranged. Rep. Straus also presented
a citation from the state House of
Representa tives.

Selectboard member Charles
Murphy recognized Mr. Osuch’s wife,
Deborah, for her support while Mr.
Osuch attended countless night
meetings, and was, basically, on call
24/7 for 37 years.

Mr. Osuch recalled that he left the
hospital when his son was born to
plow snow. 

Mr. Murphy presented a citation
from the town to Mr. Osuch, and
noted not only the snow plowing, but
his involvement with the Mariner
soccer league. 

Then the accolades wound down
and Mr. Osuch spoke.

“Well, you’ve got me a little speech -
less,” he said to much laughter. 

Mr. Osuch recounted getting hired
for the public works job, and how he
thought he blew the interview.

The BPW asked him what would

Even the stalwart, even-

keeled Mr. Osuch got a

little choked up a few

times...[but]...It did not

stop him from aiming 

a shot at the budget...

OSUCH: cont’d next page

ABOVE: Former Fairhaven Executive
Secretary Jeffrey Osuch makes a point at
the podium during a retirement party on
Saturday, 3/5, at the Century House in
Acushnet. BELOW: Fairhaven Selectboard
member Charles Murphy lets loose a long
roll of paper to illustrate Mr. Osuch’s  many
accomplishments as Executive Secretary.
Photos by Beth David.
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OSUCH: cont’d from previous page
happen if they decided they did not
want him in six months.

He answered, “Suppose I don’t
want to work for you?”

He got the job anyway, and the
rest, as they say, is history.

When the town moved to the
executive secretary form of govern -
ment and he got that job, the town’s
finances were in “upheaval” he said.

“It takes a team effort to accom -
plish anything,” said Mr. Osuch. 

He recounted how he volunteered
with youth soccer on Route 6, and got
the little league fields on Shaw Road
created, spreading dirt himself,
figuring the grades at night and
staking it out before the volun teer
equipment operators got there the
next morning. He said those were his
prouder moments. The other
projects, he said, were done as part of
his job.

“I got paid to do it,” he said. “I was
an employee.”

Later on in the program, Mr.
Murphy countered that sentiment by
saying, “But your passion was
priceless.”

Mr. Osuch, who is now working full
time as property manager at Round
Hill in Dartmouth, told the crowd the
time was right for him to move on. He
was happy, he said, that the town had

moved to the Town Administrator
form of government, and he hoped
the town would continue heading in
the right direction.

“As far as finances...I have my
doubts,” said Mr. Osuch, in his typical
tell-it-like-it-is style, adding that we
would know in a couple of years.

It was reminiscent of his days
warn ing of impending fiscal doom,
with Finance Committee chair John
Roderiques and Mr. Osuch being
dubbed the “doom and gloom
brothers,” although which was which
was never made clear.

Mr. Osuch got choked up a few
times, especially when talking about
the building being dedicated to him,
but not because of the naming part
alone. He said it took three years for it
to pass at Town Meeting, and that his
mother died a couple of weeks after.

“So I appreciate whoever came up
with that idea,” said Mr. Osuch.

The building is already lettered
and will have lights installed above
the sign. The money for the project
came from ticket sales to the event.

Mr. Osuch thanked his wife, calling
her “the most important person in my
life,” and pointed out all four of his
children, clearly revelling in telling
the crowd that his daughter Jessica is
a Nurse Practitioner, his daughter

Rebecca is a teacher, his son Thomas
is a bank vice president, and his son
Daniel is an orthopedic surgeon.

Deborah Osuch called her hus -
band a “tremendous father,” and said
that one thing that had been left out,
was that Jeff was also a “man of faith.”

After the speech-making, Deborah
said, “Oh my God, it’s well deserved.”

She said Jeff was a hard worker,
with “a lot of integrity.”

“And he tells you like it is,” said Ms.
Osuch. “He doesn’t sugar-coat it.”

Their daughter Becky said it was
nice to see her father appreciated for
the work he did. 

She was impressed, she said, to
remember how many games he
actually made it to, to watch them
play on various sports teams. She
learned that he would eat in the car
and watch the games between the
end of his office day at around 4:30,
and the start of many-a-meeting at
6:30 or so. 

Deborah’s mother, Louise Cote,
said she thought it was “terrific” that
Jeff got recognized for all his hard
work.

“I love that he was able to take a lot
of joking and have fun with it,” she
said, adding that they do not get to
see him with his colleagues. “It’s a
side of Jeff I didn’t know.”

Speaking of the building, now
bearing his name, Mr. Osuch could
not stop from recalling how the police
department was supposed to be in on
the project. He explained, in true Jeff
fashion, how the south wall has all
the connections to put a whole other
building there. 

The police department backed out.
So, he still remembers the failures

and disappointments, too?
“Oh sure,” said Mr. Osuch. “But

that’s life.” •••

TOP: Jeffrey Osuch speaks to (L-R) Charles Murphy, Geoffrey Haworth and Jay Simmons
on Saturday at the Century House during a retirement party for Mr. Osuch, who worked
for the town of Fairhaven for more than 37 years. ABOVE, L-R: Rebecca (Osuch) Hurley,
Sean Hurley, Deborah Osuch, Jeffrey Osuch, Jessica (Osuch) Mitchell, Sean Mitchell,
Daniel Osuch, Louise Cote, Kendall Osuch, Thomas Osuch. Photos by Beth David.
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Ongoing Programs
Call 508-979-4029 for days and times

A/G Consumer Mediator; Bingo; Board Meeting/monthly; Bridge; Caregiver
Support & Edu ca tion Group; Chair Yoga, Computer Training; Fit Quest;
Friends of Elderly/monthly meet ing; Grocery Shop ping; LGBT Supper Club;
Line Dancing; Live Band; Medical Transpor tation; Nutrition Program/ meal
served; Osteo porosis class; Outreach Coor dinator; PACE Fuel Assistance;
Pitch; Reassurance Program; Shop ping; Singles Senior Supper Club; Supportive
Senior Social Day Program; Tai Chi; Tap ‘N’ Time, Walking Clubs, Zumba.

Fairhaven
Recreation Center

Kool Kids April
This 4 day program is a great

opportunity to make new friends
while participating in group activities
such as soccer, floor hockey,
cooperative games, and more. Kids
need to bring lunch the first 3 days,
pizza lunch will be served on Friday.
Sneakers and active clothing must be
worn. For more information, call
Fairhaven Recreation at 508-993-
9269. No program on Monday Runs
April 19–22, from 8 a.m–3 p.m.
Grades K-5 Cost $100.00 member/
$125.00 non-member

Babysitting Class
A comprehensive 2 1/2 hour

course for 11–14 year olds. Topics
will include first aid, choke saving
techniques, mealtime, bedtime,
diapering, discipline, contracts and
ethics. Pizza will be provided.

Ages: 11–14 Date: March 14th
Instructor: Beth Oleson. Time: 5:30–8
p.m. Cost: $50 Members $55 Non-
members

Flashlight Egg Hunt
Join us for the 14th annual

Flashlight Egg Hunt! Children will
search for their eggs on the
Recreation Center grounds, take
pictures with the Easter Bunny and
receive a special treat. Don’t forget to
bring your flashlight!

NO LATE REGISTRATIONS WILL BE
ACCEPTED. NO WALK-INS NIGHT OF
THE EVENT.

Friday, March 18, 7:30 p.m. Cost $5
per child Ages 10 and under Dead -
line to register is Tuesday, March 15.

Open Mon-Thurs, 6 a.m.-8 p.m.;
Fri., 6 a.m.-6 p.m.; Sat., 8 a.m.-

2 p.m.; Closed Sunday • 227
Huttleston Ave, 508-993-9269
http://fairhavenma.virtualtown

hall.net

508-979-4029 • 229 Huttleston Ave
Supportive Senior Day Care Program, 9-3 • 508-993-9455

Respite Care: one day, half-a-day. Regular rates apply.
Visit our new website at:

http://fairhavenma.virtualtownhall.net/Pages/FairhavenMA_COA/index

Fairhaven Senior Center

Free Easter Dinner
The Fairhaven Council on Aging

will be having Easter Dinner on
Easter Sunday, 3/27, at 11:30 a.m. at
the Fairhaven Senior Center for
Fairhaven seniors 60 and over. Please
call the Senior Center at 508-979-4029
to reserve your seat. There is no cost
to attend.

Senior Talent Show
The Fairhaven Rotary Club and

the Fairhaven Council on Aging will
be having a senior talent show on
Sunday April 24, from 2-4:00 p.m. at
the Fairhaven COA. We are recruiting
seniors who would like to participate
in this event by sharing their talent
whether it be singing, dancing,
comedy, magic or any other fun
talent. Call the Fairhaven COA at
508-979-4029 and ask for Anne Silvia
to sign up. This is a FREE EVENT for
the public. Refreshments will be
served and prizes will be awarded.

South Coastal Counties
Legal Services, Inc.

Thursday, April 7th, 9:30–11:30
a.m. Rosa Farizo will be at the Senior
Center to answer your questions
concerning Social Security Benefits
(SSI and/or Social Security Applica -
tions, denials, terminations, or over -

payments), Subsidized housing,
Public Benefits, Physical and Finan -
cial abuse. Nursing Home related
problems. By appointment only.
Please call 508-979-4029. Funded in
part by Coastline Elderly Services to
provide FREE legal assistance to
Seniors age 60 and over.

LGBT Alzheimer’s &
Dementia Caregiver

Support Group
Meets At Barnstable Senior

Center, 825 Falmouth Road (Rte.28),
Hyannis (Behind The Barnstable
High School) 1st and 3rd Tuesdays of
each month Beginning February 16,
and ending June 21, 3- 4:30 p.m. To
register, or for more information,
please call us at 508-862-4750

WANTED: 
WWII and Korean Vets!
A day to remember, because we will

never forget. Honor Flight New
England transports World War 11
and Korean Vets to see their
Memorials in Washington, DC at no
cost to those who served. Email
honorflightnewengland@gmail.com,
call us at 603-518-5368, or visit
www.honorflightnewengland.org

Free Groceries

Special Activities

3/17 St Patty’s Party music by D&D • 3/23 Ray J • 3/30 Dancing with D&D

Entertainment: 12:30–2:30 p.m.

Mall Trips
Mar. 16: South Shore Mall Mar. 23: Hyannis Mall, Xmas Tree

Shop and Trader Joe’s

Get the Neighb
News by email

Get the Neighb News delivered
directly to your desktop. Email us at
NeighbNews@comcast.net, with your
full name, and we will send you your
very own PDF of the Neighb News.

You’ll get it bright and early Thurs -
day without even leaving your house.
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Year round maintenance
Seasonal plantings and decorations

Headstone cleaning

Reasonable Rates
Call 774-365-7968 for appointment

John & Lori Sharples
We will treat your family as our own

Makes a great family gift

J & L

Open Daily, 11 a.m.–9:30 p.m. Closed Tues. • Beer & Wine Available
130 Sconticut Neck Road, Fairhaven • 508-999-2527

Daily Lunch Specials: 11 a.m.–3:30 p.m. Dinner: 4–9 p.m.

SUNDAY BRUNCH BUFFET —

THAI STYLE — 1st & 2nd Sun.
11:00 a.m.–3:00 p.m. • $1495 Complete Menu of Chinese & 

American Selections
Call 508-992-8668 for take-out.
Open every day 11 a.m.-10 p.m.

NOW OPEN ON MONDAYS

Go where you KNOW
the food is ALWAYS

good...for EVERY meal!

51 Main Street, Fairhaven Center
Gift Certificates for all Occasions

Trusted by your friends and 
family since 1961

We serve
Beer & Wine

$

2off

All purchases of at least $20
With this coupon. Exp. 3/18/16

Not to be  combined with other offers.

CELEBRATING MORE THAN 50 YEARS

Dr. Brian K. Bowcock

Fairhaven 
Chiropractic Office
• Auto Injuries

• Low Back
Injuries

• Job Injuries
• Board Certified
in Orthopedics

• Neck
Injuries

• Headaches

Call 508-997-3600
Nos falamos Portugues

Most insurances accepted, including United Healthcare & HMO Blue

DOT Exams by Appointment

Wayne
Electric & Alarms

508-997-5600   508-758-3068
www.walarms.com

24-Hour UL-Listed Monitoring Service
Security Systems • Fire Alarms

Closed Circuit Television • Card Access
Serving Bristol & Plymouth Counties for over 35 years

Fairhaven Lumber Co.
508-993-2611

120 Alden Road • Fairhaven, MA

• Full Service Computerized
Kitchen Planning
• Free In-Home

Measurement Service

• Fine Cabinetry in as Little
as 3 Days

• Custom Cabinets &
Countertops

Kitchens To Fit Your
Lifestyle & Budget

Visit Our Showroom

enant, Esq., CELA

o Lose It All!
Daniel M. Surpr

axation. Beneski, Esq., CELA LLM TTaMichelle D

508-427-5400
Easton, MA 02375

45 Bristol Drive

TTo
oo Hardorked TToou’ve WWoYYo
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Press Release
The Acushnet Agricultural Com -

mit tee thanks everyone for their
support in passing the Right-to-Farm
Bylaw at the October Town Meeting!

We are now working on raising
funds for our town’s Right-to-Farm
signs. The signs are $65.00 each. We

need twelve (12) signs to cover the
incoming roads into Acushnet. We
need DONATIONS from our town
residents and businesses.

Please help us out by donating to
the Right-to-Farm Sign Fund. Checks
can be made out to The Acushnet
Agricultural Commission and dropped

off at the Town Treasurer’s office or in
the drop box.

Our email address is
acushagcom@gmail.com. 

Our next meeting will be on March
17, at 7 p.m. in the town hall meeting
room. Thank you for your support.

•••

Acushnet AgCom seeks donations for “Right-to-Farm” signs

Press Release
Community Nurse Presents

“Healthy Living with Heart Failure, a
series that offers those living with
Heart Failure a chance to learn
healthy strategies from healthcare
professionals.

Community Nurse Home Care is a
Not-For-Profit home care agency
dedicated to the wellness of our
Community. We are proud to
announce a new upcoming wellness
program offered to members of our
community at no cost.

This program will focus on Heart
Failure Education and will include
four one-hour sessions. Each section
will feature a different guest speaker
who will be available for questions

after the presentation. Guest speakers
will include Nurse Practitioners,
Physical therapists, Dieticians and
Physicians. The program will be held
at the Acushnet Council on Aging,
59½ Main St. Acushnet, MA, on
Thursdays from 10–11:30 a.m.
beginning on March 10

March 10: Erin Van der Veer, N.P.
and Lisa Russell, R. N. from Commu -
nity Nurse will discuss the Course of
heart failure and how lifestyle,
medication and monitoring at home
can influence your condition.

March 17: Barbara Canuel, R.D.,
Community Nurse, is a registered
dietician. She will discuss Nutrition
con cerns and make recipe
suggestions

March 24: Maria Pine, PTA, Com -
mu nity Nurse, is a physical therapy
assistant. She will discuss exercise,
breathing exercises and shortness of
breath 

March 31: Dr. Michael Rocha M.D.
is a cardiologist at Hawthorn Medical
Associates and director of Heart
Failure Services at St. Luke’s Hospital.
He will discuss sensible, down-to-
earth strategies for health and
wellness.

The series is complimentary, but
registration is required. Light
refreshments will be served.

For more information or to register,
please call Community Nurse at
508-992-6278.

•••

Acushnet Senior Center to host free series on heart health

St. Anne
Credit Union

Energy Loans
3.99% APR

Maximum: $5,000 for 48 Months

Whether you want solar panels, 
a pellet stove, insulation, new windows, 
new furnace, you name it, we can help!

Need more than $5,000?
We have Equity Loans, too!
Example: $5,000.00 @ 3.99% for 48 months =

$112.89/month

Call or visit: 508-993-0011
www.StAnneCreditUnion.com

93 Union Street • New Bedford, MA 02740

ENTERTAINMENT:
Sat., 3/12, Dave Charnly Band, 8 p.m.–mid.

Thurs., 3/17, St. Patrick’s Day: James Gagne, 4 p.m.
Sat., 3/19, Buzzard Blue Band, 9 p.m.–1 a.m.
HARPOON ROOM at the Ice House

OPENING SOON

MONDAY NIGHT PIZZA SPECIAL:
Two for one (eat-in only) • 6 p.m.–Midnight

Hours: Mon.–Sat., 11:30–2 a.m. • Sun., Noon–2 a.m.
136 Huttleston Ave., Fairhaven • 508-992-BEER

Visit: www.IceHouseBarGrill.com
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“WE GO WHERE THE PROBLEM TREES GROW”
•  TREE REMOVAL •  LOT CLEARING
•  AERIAL BUCKET TRUCK & BOBCAT SERVICE
•  FIREWOOD
•  PRUNING OF LARGE HISTORICAL TREES
•  YEAR ROUND SERVICE

SPECIALISTS IN LARGE DIFFICULT TREE REMOVAL

Free Estimates

508-993-3588
Fairhaven

Lenny Fleurent 
& Sons

Masonry Contractors
508-996-0861 • 774-271-4556 (cell): 

Over 55 years’ experience

SPECIALISTS in waterproofing cellars/basements

Jobs big or small — we do them all!
Cement Floors • Cement Driveways

Chimneys • Stone Walls • Patios & Steps
Sidewalks & Aprons • Fireplaces
Insured • Residential • Town Approved • Lic. # 013997

HEATING OIL & DIESEL

$1.61
Gal

Price may
change

We strive to maintain our competitive reputation 
by reducing costs

24-Hour Service
Over 15 years’

experience

508-996-8042 • 126 MacArthur Drive
New Bedford, MA 02740

www.luzofuel.com

A simple ad

just to say: I truly enjoy

reading the Neighb News

every week!

from Louise Dupre

THE place for UNIQUE
items. From clothes to toys and 

everything in between!
We have UGGS!

24 Center Street • Fairhaven, MA 02719
508-992-1714 • Fax: 508-992-1652 • eurship@aol.com

EURO SHIP STORE/PHOENIX

ELECT APRIL 4
TATIANA

ANDRADE
Fairhaven School
Committee

• Mother
• Nurse
• B.Sc. in Finance
• A.A. in Liberal Arts
• B.Sc. in Nursing

FOR OUR CHILDREN
Paid for by Tatiana Andrade

Elect Patricia Pacella 
for Selectboard

Communication!
Collaboration!
Compassion!

Paid for by the Committee to Elect Pattie Pacella
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Candidate Statements: Selectboard
Daniel Freitas

My name is Daniel Freitas. I am a
candidate for Selectman. I am 46 years
old and a lifelong Fairhaven resident.
My daughters, Cassie (16) and Lacey
(13) both attend Fairhaven schools. I
worked for the Town for 20 years as a
water treatment plant operator. I am
currently employed at the Massachu -

setts Maritime Academy as the Chief Operator of the Treat -
ment Plant.

I believe in public service. I am currently serving my
second term on the Board of Public Works. I spent 12 years
as a call firefighter, earning the rank of Lieutenant. I have
served on numerous committees and have been a town
meeting member over the last 20 years. 

Like many of the residents I have spoken with in recent
months, I have grown increasingly concerned with the
actions or lack thereof of the current board. Issues get
dragged on too long. Far too often I see that the selectmen
can’t or won’t make a timely decision on an issue for fear
of offending someone and losing a vote. Instead, they form
a committee. As a Board of Public Works Commissioner I
make decisions based on homework, hard work and what
is in the best interest of the town. I will bring the same to
the Board of Selectmen, if given the chance.

Two of my opponents, while sitting on the Government
Study Committee, voted to abolish the BPW and to cut the
members of the finance committee in half. What concerns

Geoffrey Haworth
My political career began with my

election to the Board of Public Works
in 2008. In 2013, I won my campaign for
Fairhaven Selectman.

I’m a hard working outspoken small
business owner, I’m the oldest of three
children. Being a lifelong Fairhaven
resident, I grew up in the “Squeeze

Alley” section of Fairhaven, attending Fairhaven public
schools, graduating from FHS in 1996. 

Thanks to you, the voters, I was victorious in my bid for
Selectman in 2013. I quickly established myself as a
political force and worked to fulfill my campaign promises.

As the “new” Selectman, I launched an initiative to
generate ways to reform town government. I held a series
of office hours and meet-and-greets. Culling from these
suggestions, I put together a progressive agenda to execute
improvements to town government. Being fiscally
conservative I have worked with my fellow Selectmen, the
Finance Committee and all Departments, Boards and
Committees to bring Fairhaven to the financially stable
place it is at today. 

In my short term of 3 years Fairhaven has seen one of
the biggest overhauls of Fairhaven Town Government. I
have worked cooperatively with my fellow Selectmen and
the town to help usher in long overdue changes. One of
which being the hiring of the first Town Administrator. As
Chairman I worked to negotiate the TA contract and con -

Patricia Pacella
My name is Patricia Pacella and I am

a candidate for Selectboard in the
upcoming Town Election.

My platform is a simple one:
Commu ni ca tion to get information in a
timely manner to all residents.
Collaborate with organizations, and
town boards & committees to share

the information & Compassion to listen & hear.
I believe the role of the Selectboard going forward is

going to be very different than what it has been in the past.
The Selectboard are going to be the policy-makers and goal
setters for the Town of Fairhaven. With the new Town
Administrator in place, there is going to be a learning
curve for the Selectboard not to be involved in everyday
issues. The TA is going to be the chief excecutive officer,
handling day to day issues and personnel issues. As a
Selectboard we need to encourage and support our TA and
staff, not micro manage them. I truly believe that the back
door politics in town will no longer be acceptable, we have
an opportunity to move in a positive direction.

As a Selectboard member, I hope to implement quarterly
meetings in public neighborhood forums. There are many
times when I hear residents say, “I didn’t know that was
happening,” “I can’t attend every meeting.” It leads to
frustrations and anger. I propose that the Selectboard not
only hold their meetings at town hall, and the occasional at
West Island Association; but also in other neighborhoods.
We need to collaborate with other organizations to hold
public forums in our residents’ back yards where

Bernie Roderick
Our town is at a significant point in

time as we embrace the Town
Administrator/Selectmen form of
government and the changes in roles,
responsibilities and relationships for
the Board of Selectmen. Ongoing, as
well, are decisions and initiatives that
will have long-term impacts on the

quality of life, character, and economic well-being of our
town. I believe our success as a community will depend
greatly upon maintaining a culture of cooperation and
respect, using information based decision making with
input from those most greatly impacted, and common sense.

Many issues will be facing us in the immediate and not
so distant future. Sustaining current programs with
minimally rising revenues and significantly increasing costs
is a constant issue. Additionally, we face infrastructure
improvements to the waste water treatment plant and
potentially massive future costs to comply with federally
mandated regulations relative to storm water treatment
and nitrogen levels in the harbor. 

I have long held the position and advocated for the
creation of a committee that would develop a strategy to
aggressively market our town. The number of empty retail
sites in town is a lingering issue that indicates a less than
aggressive effort by developers and big market realtors to
attract businesses. Working with our business owners and
business property owners is key to developing a positive
business climate in our town. Fortunately, the Selectmen
are of the same mind and are endorsing this concept. We

FREITAS: cont’d on page 20 col 1 HAWORTH: cont’d on page 20 col 2

RODERICK: cont’d on page 22 col 2PACELLA: cont’d on page 22 col 1



By Beth David
Editor

The Fairhaven Town Hall auditori -
um was host to the second annual
Short Film Festival on Friday and
Saturday. Proceeds from the event
benefited the Fairhaven Animal
Shelter.

Presented by Asbury Shorts USA,
the film fest featured 10 films shorter
than 20 minutes. The films had quite
the range, but most had a healthy
dose of humor, albeit sometimes dark
humor. Themes included technolody,
romance, infidelity, loss, feminism,
and a very well received docu -
mentary on the disappearing “phone
boxes” of Ireland. 

Doug LeClaire of Asbury Shorts,
told the crowd that film makers use
the short films as “visual business
cards,” and are usually on a shoe -
string budget, or no budget at all.

“I loved it,” said Barbara Bishop. “It
was great.”

Susan Hawkin had a little trouble
pciking a favorite.

“I liked a lot of them,” she said. “It
was a great mix. They had a lot of
laughs.”

“With some pathos,” added Ms.
Bishop.

Jerry Coholon also said it was a
“good mix” of films. 

“Every one was different,” he said.
“I really enjoyed it.”

Bruce Anderson said his favoarite
was “Bye Bye Now,” the documentary
about disappearing Irish phone boxes.

“It’s really great that their doing
stuff like this,” said Patrick Nugent. 

“I loved it,” said Carl Middleman. 

John Patrick said he liked “The Girl
and the Gondola,” about a young girl
who wants to be a Gondolier, going
against 900 years of Venetian
tradition. 

“They were all excellent,” said Mr.
Patrick.

The film festival was sponsored by
Howe Allen Realty, with sound system
donated by the Northeast Maritime
Institute; printing donated by
Reynolds-Dewalt; and beverage
service donated by OCD Beverages.
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Second annual short film festival benefits animal shelter

Scott Walker, Owner

508-991-1115          www.RestorationHWF.com
Fairhaven, MA         RestorationHWF.com

Installation  |  Sanding  |  Refinishing

Eric Sylvia

774-849-0425
Licensed Electrician for 24 Years • Lic: 13901A

Commercial & Residential • MA/RI/CT
Upgrades • Repairs

Emergency Calls • New Installation
Renovation & Re-models • Service Calls
Sylvia Electric — Powerful Service

LEFT: Tim Evans plays the piano as people file into the second annual Fairhaven Short
Film Festival on Friday, 3/4, at Fairhaven Town Hall. RIGHT: In a scene from the short film,
“The Girl and the Gondola,” Natalia (Margherita Mannino) smiles and puts on her hat to
give young Carla (Marta Vaselli) a ride in the gondola. Carla wants to be a gondolier like
her father, but 900 years of tradition is against her. Natalia is the new female gondolier,
who has not been having much luck getting customers. Photos by Beth David.

The little paper with a big voice!

1/16 page
One week run: $25.00

4+ weeks: $20.00/week
($80/month) Color: $140/mo.

1/8 page 
One week run: $40.00

4+ weeks: $30.00/week 
($120/month) Color: $180/mo.
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One week run: $35.00

4+ weeks: $50.00/week
($200/month) Color: $320/mo.
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One week run: $125.00
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Fairhaven Neighborhood News
Advertising rates • Call Beth at 508-979-5593

Show your support for the Neighb News
Send $20 and we’ll send this bumper sticker to you (ask for two!).

Display it proudly to let the world
know you read the Neighb News,
and to let our advertisers see how
many people read AND support
the little paper with a big voice!

Send to: 166 Dogwood Street,
Fairhaven, MA 02719

Neighb
News

I
SUPPORT

The little paper with a big voice!

The

Actual size is 11.5"x3"

Photos and story reprints: 5x7, $12; 8x10, $20; 
call for wide format pricing; digital file, $10.

Prices do NOT include sales tax (6.25%). Delivery/postage extra.
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Candidate Statements cont’d from page 18

me is that these candidates wanted to take the decision-
making from the citizens of the town and hand them over
to one person, the Town Administrator. If elected I look
forward to working with Mr. Rees but I will never agree that
absolute power of our town government should be given to
one person. I firmly believe that all citizens should have a
say in their government.

If elected, I will work to provide as much information to
the citizens as possible, such as agendas for meeting as
well as minutes from meetings. I will work to make our
town web site more useful and informative. Knowledge is
power and all citizens should know what their government
is doing.

Fairhaven is lucky to have many dedicated employees.
We must strive to protect them, provide them with good
work environments and solid leadership. One goal that I
have if elected is to provide our employees with an
Employee Assistance Program, something that was done
away with years ago. Our employees’ mental and physical
health and well-being is worth the investment in an EAP.

Public safety is very important. Fairhaven’s Police and
Fire Departments are among the best in the area. We need
to continue to provide them with the training, equipment
and manpower to keep them effective and efficient.

I am available to answer questions or discuss issues. My
number is 508-989-5044. My email is danfreitas@comcast.net.

In closing, I ask that you vote for Daniel Freitas for
Selectman on April 4th. Thank you for your consideration! 

FREITAS: cont’d from page 18 col 1
tinue to assist the TA in his transition into Fairhaven. With
the hiring of the TA the town has now begun the trans -
formation to a new form of government. I continue to work
with everyone to help make this transition a smooth one. 

In just under three years I have managed to live up to all
my campaign promises of 2013. I have been a fair, open and
honest voice on the Fairhaven Board of Selectmen. The
Capital Planning Committee has been created, an
Economic Development Committee has been formed to
address the vacant buildings in town, and residents have
had a voice in town government that is always willing to
listen. I serve on many boards and committees in town
because I’m committed to doing what it takes to keep
Fairhaven a great place to live.

In August 2015, I announced my plans to run for re-
election in a speech delivered at my campaign re-election
kickoff event, I explained why I decided to run for re-
election:”Over the past several years I’ve had the pleasure
of serving the residents of Fairhaven. In this short time, we
have managed to make major improvements in town govern -
ment, but the job is not finished. Fairhaven is at a transi -
tional time and there is still much more work to be done.”

There is still more to be done. I will continue to work
hard to keep this town government transition on track. I
have proven my leadership as Chairman, and my
dedication and commitment to our town. I’m young,
innovative and think outside the box. 

My work isn’t finished! Fairhaven is still at a critical point.
If re-elected I will continue to bring common sense, decisive,
and fair leadership to Fairhaven. Let’s keep Fairhaven
moving in the right direction together! I, Geoff Haworth ask
for your vote on Monday, April 4th to do just that. •••

HAWORTH: cont’d from page 18 col 2

Support the
Neighb News

It’s no secret that newspapers are
having a tough time these days. Here
at the Neighb News, we know you
want us to continue publishing. Your
support is needed to keep us fiscally
sound and healthy. Any small amount
will help us stay afloat.

Just clip the coupon and send it
with check or money order to
Fairhaven Neighborhood News, 166
Dogwood St., Fairhaven, MA 02719. 

Ask for a bumper sticker that says
“I Support the Neighb News.”

And thank you for reading the little
paper with a big voice.

Name: _________________________

Address: _______________________

_______________________________

City/State/Zip: __________________

Email: _________________________

Do you want to receive the paper

by email?                     Y N

Public Hearings/
Legal Notices 

Conservation Commission
The Fairhaven Conservation Commission will hold

a Public Hearing on March 21, 2016 at 6:30 P.M. in the
Fairhaven Town Hall. Purpose is for the Request for
Determination of the following matters as required by
Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 131 Section 40
as amended. 

PUBLIC HEARINGS
•  Notice of Intent (under Town By-Law) Applicant

Ronald Oliveira Location 33 Charity Stevens Lane
Plot 40 Lot 15C Purpose construct single family
dwelling within the Nasketucket River Basin.

•  Notice of Intent (under Town By-Law) Applicant
Ronald Oliveira Location 31 Charity Stevens Lane
Plot 40 Lot 15B Purpose construct single family
dwelling within the Nasketucket River Basin. 

•  Notice of Intent (under Town By-Law) Applicant
Ronald Oliveira Location 27 Charity Stevens Lane
Plot 40 Lot 15 Purpose construct single family
dwelling within the Nasketucket River Basin.

•  Request for Determination Applicant Donald N. &
Debra L. Pincince Location 77 Cottonwood Street
Plot 43C Lot 163 & 164 Purpose construct garage
within an AE flood zone and within 100’ buffer to BVW.

•  Request for Determination Applicant Paul P. &
Barbara R. R. Whewell Location 7 Misty Bay Road
Plot 43C Lot 91 & 92 Purpose construct garage within
an VE flood zone and within 100’ buffer zone to BVW. 

Jay Simmons, Chairman

LIKE US 
ON FACEBOOK:

www.Facebook.com/NeighbNews

Daylight savings
begins on Sunday
Don’t forget to set your clocks

forward one hour this Sunday. Day -
light savings time starts at 2 a.m. on
Sunday, March 13, ushering in longer
days, and hopefully, warmer weather.

Get the Neighb
News by email

Get the Neighb News delivered
directly to your desktop. Email us at
NeighbNews@comcast.net, with your
full name, and we will send you your
very own copy of the Neighb News in
a PDF.

You’ll get it bright and early on
Thursday morning without even
leaving your house.

Be sure to tell 
our advertisers 
you saw their 

ads here!
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NEIGHBOR TO NEIGHBOR CLASSIFIEDS

Thursday 10 0843 2109 0202* 1422*

Friday 11 0932 2159 0253* 1508*

Saturday 12 1023 2252 0340* 1552*

Sunday 13 ---- 1219 0526* 1738*

Monday 14 0050 1319 0620* 1834*

Tuesday 15 0150 1419 0744 1954

Wednesday 16 0248 1518 1008 2210

Thursday 17 0349 1623 1129 2347

Friday 18 0456 1730 ---- 1227

Saturday 19 0557 1824 0044 1315

Sunday 20 0645 1907 0133 1400

Monday 21 0725 1945 0219 1443

HIGH LOW
a.m.  p.m.    a.m.  p.m.

March
2016

*= Predicted minus tides from -0.1 ft. to -1.0 ft
**Predicted minus tides from -1.1 ft to -2.0 ft or more

TIDE TABLE
US Army Corps of Engineers, Cape Cod

Canal/Wing’s Neck

FAIRHAVEN ALARM SYSTEM, SINCE 1976
Burglar, Fire and Camera Systems.

Ask about our low rate on U.L 24-hour alarm
monitoring and FREE MONITORING.

Replace your old alarm system with a new
system for as little as $299 Complete

FREE ESTIMATE: 508-992-7633
FINE FURNITURE RESTORA TION

Free Estimates, Over 15 Years’ Experience.
Veneering, Hand Rubbed Finishing.

Do your heirloom antiques need some TLC?
Call Michael, 508-997-1079.

Hand Crafted Custom Furniture
www.floatingstonewoodworks.com

LOCAL ELECTRICIAN:
28 years’ experience. Lic. #13901A.

Small jobs preferred. Old houses a specialty.
Generator hook-ups. Eric, 774-849-0425.

SPRING CLEAN UP
Lawns mowed, weed whacking.
Very reasonable. Call Tammy

3/31 508-990-8703 • 774-473-4917  3/31

RAY THE PLUMBER: Professsional
service you can afford. Lic. #PL31859-J. Call
508-958-0925. 7/17

FIREARMS SAFETY COURSE State approved
for Mass. license to carry firearms or FID card.
Call Phil Lacerda, 508-989-6093.  ongoin

THEY STILL OWE YOU MONEY???
Need to find them? Quick, low-cost, 

and guaranteed
E-mail: VERIFY@TSINVESTIGATION.COM

GUTTER INSTALLER Experience necessary.
Driver’s license required. Must be comfortable
on ladder and working with required tools. New
Bedford area. Call Graham, 401-639-7527. Ong

GRASS CUTTING & TRIMMING Other land -
scaping work. Very reasonable prices. Free
estimates. Call Carlos 508-287-3429.   3/31

PERKINS QUALITY CONSTRUCTION General
Contractor • Additions & Remodeling

Repairs • Windows • Siding • Trim • Decks
Porches. Lic. & Ins. Call Andy, 774-929-0008;

Email Andy@perkinsconstructionma.com

Fairhaven Meetings
Bell Committee

Thurs., 3/10, Town Hall, 6:30 p.m.

Board of Assessors
Fri., 3/11, Town Hall, 3:30 p.m.

Conservation Commission
Mon., 3/21, Town Hall, 6:30 p.m.

Council on Aging
Mon., 3/14, Senior Ctr., 9:30 a.m.

Finance Committee
Thurs., 3/10, Arsene St., 7 p.m.
Thurs., 3/17, Arsene St., 7 p.m.

Neighborhood Forum
Tues., 3/15, Town Hall, 6:30 p.m.

Reconstructing Green Street

School Committee
Wed., 2/24, FHS Library, 6:30 p.m.

Selectboard
Mon., 3/14, Town Hall, 6:30 p.m.

Acushnet Meetings
Agricultural Commission

Thurs., 3/17, Town Hall, 7 p.m.

Council on Aging
Wed., 3/16, Senior Ctr., 10 a.m.

Housing Authority
Wed., 3/16, AHA Gomes Ctr St., 9 a.m.

Selectboard
Mon. 14, Town Hall, 4 p.m.

position of Principal, and later Superin -
tendent of Schools in Fairhaven. He
was responsible for the largest
budget in Fairhaven. He directly
secured funding for the renovation
and rehabilitation of Fairhaven High
School. He managed over three-
hundred and fifty staff personnel,
negotiating various union contracts
under his direct responsibility.

Through the years Bernie has
served the town of Fairhaven as a
member of the Fairhaven Board of
Appeals; Fairhaven Social Services
Advisory Board, a member of the
Fairhaven Town Government Study
Committee, a member of the Fairhaven
School Committee, and a member of
the Millicent Library Board of Trustees.

There is no question of Bernie’s
dedication and commitment to the
Town of Fairhaven. And I’m sure with
a background this extensive some
decisions were questioned by
members of the community. However,
Bernie always had the courage to move
an issue forward which he thought
was in the best interest of the town.

There will be a number of
important and financial issues on the

horizon for Fairhaven. The new
structure of government from an
Executive Secretary form of govern -
ment to a Town Administrator form of
government in Fairhaven with a clear
understanding of limitations both
politically and legally. Harbor issues
being imposed on Fairhaven by the
Federal Government, runoff water
and potential pollutants affecting our
waterways, eventual sewer treatment
plant upgrades, and negotiating
future construction contracts.

Bernie has the knowledge and
experience to move forward on these
issues. His dedication to the town
and its people is unquestionable. His
experience in the full operation of
this town is widespread. I have
learned over the last several months
that he demands a lot from the
people who surround him. That’s
because he demands so much from
himself. He is an excellent manager of
people.

I ask that you join us and cast a
vote on April 4, 2016 for Bernard F.
Roderick, Fairhaven Board of
Selectmen. Thank-you for your time
and consideration.

Bryan D. Wood, 
Former Fairhaven Selectman

LETTERS: cont’d from page 10

Homeland Security, Office of
Inspector General, Philadelphia Field
Office; and Harold H. Shaw, Special
Agent in Charge of the Federal Bureau
of Investigation, Boston Field Divi -
sion, made the announcement. The
case is being prosecuted by Andrew

E. Lelling, of Ortiz’s Economic Crimes
Unit, and David G. Tobin, of Ortiz’s
Major Crimes Unit. 

The details contained in the
complaint are allegations. The
defendant is presumed innocent
unless and until proven guilty beyond
a reasonable doubt in a court of law.

RAFAEL: cont’d from page 3

Don’t forget to tell 

our advertisers you 

saw their ads in the

Neighb News!
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www.cleanrightsouthcoast.com  (508) 994-2412

COMMERCIAL CLEANING

GREATER NEW BEDFORD AREA

Pine Grove Chiropractic
Personalized Healthcare

Dr. Carol Duphily
Massage Therapists on staff

508-998-8444
934 Ashley Boulevard • New Bedford
Like on Facebook:  /pinegrovechiro

We are located just off Route 6 at
21 Arsene Way Fairhaven, MA 02719 
508-999-0988 • www.tilecraftpro.com

“Do It Right 
The First Time”

PORCELAIN TILE
VINYL • CARPETING

HARDWOOD • MARBLE
GLASS • STONE

Professional installation services for 24 years.

Quality Remodeling & Finish Work • Kitchens • Bathrooms • Decks
All Types of Interior & Exterior Remodeling • Fully Insured

508-992-6622
OVER 35 YEARS

EXPERIENCE
Fairhaven, MA

MA H.I.C. Reg. #125134 • MA Const. Sup. Lic #007769 • EPA Lead-Safe Cert.Moby Dick Marina

2 River Avenue
Fairhaven

508-994-1133
www.mobydickmarina.com

Arion Anezis

John Zolotas

Candidate Statements cont’d from page 18

can no longer “sit on our hands” and wait for things to
happen. I strongly support this initiative.

There is also the issue of a Charter. Fairhaven is
currently governed by By-Laws that have accumulated
over time, some relevant, some conflicting, and some
obsolete. Developing and adopting a Charter, while a labor
intensive and time consuming process, would provide a
comprehensive document that more effectively meets the
evolving town responsibilities and demands by articulating
fundamental tenets of the governance in the Town of
Fairhaven and operational guidelines for town officials,
boards, and employees.

As well, there will be future unknown issues to present
themselves to be sure.

I have a deep connection to the town and its people. I
am a life-long resident and served as a town educator for
over 40 years culminating my career as Superintendent of
Fairhaven Public Schools. I have served on numerous town
committees over the years, most recently serving as the
Vice Chairman of the Town Government Study Committee.
This position offered me first-hand opportunities to meet
with and learn about the strengths and needs of various
town departments and offices and the complex issues
facing our town leaders.

I believe that my demonstrated abilities to make
decisions, always mindful of their unintended
consequences and legal ramifications; to move projects
forward; and to work cooperatively with others will
support a positive transition in our town governance and
contribute to effective and timely decision-making on
behalf of the town.

I am putting myself forward as a candidate for
Selectman because I feel I have the experience, the skills,
the commitment and the integrity to contribute much to
the Town of Fairhaven at this pivotal time. I respectfully
ask for your vote on April 4.

RODERICK: cont’d from page 18
something is happening, or there is a concern.  

As a Selectboard member, I would like to see more
discussions about how we can improve the attendance for
Town Meeting, as well as have the most effective Town
Meeting with more information given to Town Meeting
members. As we know, typically town meeting is held the
first Saturday in May, and there is usually a conflict. Could
we do a town meeting over a couple of nights? Have we
ever asked town meeting members what would work best
for them? Should we think about having an open town
meeting, where all residents have the opportunity to
attend vs. representative town meeting?

As a resident of Fairhaven, I grew up in North Fairhaven
and now live down Sconticut neck. I have a daughter that
attends Fairhaven pre-school and my husband is a
successful attorney in the greater New Bedford area.

My background is in customer service and office
management. I currently work part-time for the Town in the
CDBG program; which is ending March 31st. I don’t believe
my working for the town is/was a conflict of interest.  I
believe it’ll be an asset. I can empathize with the resident
who finds it hard to maneuver through Town Hall, as well
as in some cases see the breakdown of communication
from the top down to the employees. I am certain that will
be improved as the Town Administrator continues to get
his feet wet in his new role.

I’m a well rounded person with volunteering on different
Town committees as well as a Fairhaven Rotarian. I can be
reached for any questions, comments or concerns at
pattie4fhvn@gmail.com. I look forward to meeting
residents as our campaign season is underway.

PACELLA: cont’d from page 18

If you can’t ignore an insult, top it; if you

can’t top it, laugh it off; and if you can’t

laugh it off, it’s probably deserved.
Russell Lynes
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Fairhaven Center for Business
65 Alden Road, Fairhaven, MA 02719
508-997-8515 • 508-997-8670 (fax)

www.vieirains.com

Includes replacement cost contents, $1,000 deductible for
all claims including wind/hurricane, $500,000 liability.

**final rate subject to company acceptance of application an meeting
all underwriting guidelines

Fairhaven 
Homeowners

Are you paying too much for insurance?
Prices are for homes built after 1920

Coverage Price/
Amount year
$ 150,000 $  552
$ 250,000 $  885
$ 350,000 $ 1,219
$ 450,000 $ 1,520

Call us today for a quote!

St. Anthony of New
Bedford Federal

Credit Union
Your Community Credit Union

DON’T LET
OUR GREAT
RATES PASS

YOU BYNEW CAR RATES 
AS LOW AS 1.74%* 

5 YEAR TERM

*APR =  Annual Percentage Rate. For qualified members only. Other rates and
terms available, some restrictions apply. APRs effective 01/01/2016. Federally
insured with NCUA.

508-996-5492

Model Years 2010-2016

APR effective 1/1/16.

2010-2015

MAC’S SODA BAR
& CUSTOM CATERING

116 Sconticut Neck Road • Fairhaven • 508-992-8615

NOW, 70 YEARS ON SCONTICUT NECK

MAC’S CUSTOM CATERING
We will help prepare your next social or business event with good advice,
fine food, and excellent service. Our hard earned reputation is based on
integrity, reliability and precise attention to detail. We would be honored
to serve you and will take the time to do it “your way.”

Happy St. Patrick’s Day!
Wed., 3/16 • Thurs., 3/17

Serving our 24th annual

Conplete Corned Beef & Cabbage 
Special Dinner

from 11 a.m. to 8 p.m. both days
$12.00 (plus tax)

Also available packaged and ready to take
home (no extra charge)
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3 Baker Avenue, Fairhaven 
3 bed 2 bath, beach rights $259,000

33 Bayview Avenue, Fairhaven 
3 bed 1 bath, Private Beach $459,000

66 Washington Street, Fairhaven 
3 bed 1.5 bath, double lot 

537 Dana Farms, Fairhaven 
2 bed 1.5 bath condo $220,000

Distinctive, 
 Historic and  

Coastal Homes

H o w e  A l l e n  R e a l t y  
43 Center Street, Fairhaven Village Center

8 8 8 . 4 9 1 . 9 9 9 3
howeallen.com


