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Tracy Travers, a volunteer driver for the Fairhaven Council on Aging, gets ready to start her deliveries of breakfast bags on Saturday, 
5/2/20. The COA delivered 100 bags to seniors in Fairhaven. See page 12. Photo by Beth David

Fairhaven COA delivers breakfast bags



Oh, the pain continues. But if 
you know anyone who has had 
this brutal virus, you know it 
could be worse. 

The world struggles to con -
tinue, even as half of everything 
is shut down, so we do have 
some actual real news in here. We even have some meeting 
coverage. BPW is still entertaining the masses (see page 
14);  Acushnet’s PJ Keating got a rude awakening last week 
(see page 6).  

And, we have a few letters to the editor this week (see 
page 20). I guess people have some time on their hands. 
Keep ’em coming. I love this stuff. 

We have two stories about getting food to seniors who 
may not be able to get out and buy groceries (see pages 
12, 13). We also have a birthday shout-out to West Island’s 
Terry Pereira, someone you’ve seen in these pages over 
the years (see page 13). 

New Bedford got thousands of masks made by Joseph 
Abboud Manufacturing (page 7), the maker of fancy men’s 
suits. So, someday, when this is all over and it’s safe to 
make jokes about it, people who have Abboud masks can 
put them with the other family heirlooms, right? 

The big COVID news (page 3) is that the governer of 
Mass. has made face coverings in public mandatory. I 
know, I know, he’s taking your rights away, he’s some kind 
of nut, we’re all a bunch of sheeple. Well, this little sheeple 
is just fine with covering my mouth in public (cover your 
nose, too).  

This is NOT fascism, people, so...just stop it. It is NOT a 
slippery slope, either. Hey, I’m a feminist activist from way 
back. I know about slippery slopes. This is common sense. 
Use your heads and stop screaming. It’s only temporary. 
Remember the stories we’ve all heard about the Great 
Depression? Think of that for a minute. Just think. They 
stood in line for hours to get a hunk of cheese and a 
canister of soup. We’re being asked to stay home, unless 
we really don’t want to, then we can just go shopping and 
say it’s for stuff we NEED (Some police state, huh?). We’re 
being asked to stay home, relax, collect a check for a 
few months.  

Honestly, just cover your mouth. I 
don’t want to hear it. 

Until next week then...see ya 
(from a distance), 
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Nothing? Really?

Beth David, Publisher

From  
The Editor 

WEST ISLAND — 
A day late and many dollars short.

Support local journalism 
No one does local like a local newspaper. And it does not 

get more local than the Neighb News. Any small amount will 
help. Just clip the coupon and send check or money order to 
Fairhaven Neighborhood News, 166 Dogwood St., Fairhaven, MA 
02719. Ask for a bumper sticker that says “I Support the Neighb 
News.” And thank you for reading the little paper with a big voice. 

Name: _________________________________________________ 

Address: _______________________________________________ 

City/State/Zip: __________________________________________ 

Email: __________________________________________________ 

Do you want to receive the paper by email?    Y  N
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COVID-19 update: Masks to be worn in Mass.
By Beth David 

Editor 
On May 1, Mass. governor Charlie Baker 

issued an order requiring the use of face 
coverings in public places where social 
distancing is not possible, effective 5/6. 

The order applies to everyone over the 
age of two who is in public and cannot 
maintain a distance of six feet from others 
to prevent the spread of COVID-19.  

The order applies to all workers and 
customers of businesses and other 
organizations that are currently open to 
the public and permitted to operate as 
essential businesses, including grocery 
stores, pharmacies and other retail 
stores. Residents are also required to 
wear a mask or face covering when using 
any public transportation, including cabs 
and ridesharing services. 

A face covering may include anything 
that covers your nose and mouth, includ -
ing a mask, scarf or bandana. Health care 
masks should be preserved for health 
care workers and first responders.  

Cloth masks should not be worn by 
young children under the age of two, 
persons with difficulty breathing, or those 
who are unconscious, incapacitated or 
otherwise unable to remove the mask 
without assistance. Instructions on how 

to make a cloth mask are available from 
the CDC at https://www.cdc.gov/ 
coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-
sick/diy-cloth-face-coverings.html 

Fairhaven Health Agent Mary Freire-
Kellogg sent a message to residents 
clarifying the order. She noted that the 
order includes outdoor spaces, including 
parks, the bike path and beaches if it is 
not possible to maintain six feet of social 
distance. She also noted that not 
complying with the regulation could 
result in a $300 fine. Visit, www.Fairhaven-
Ma.Gov or www.mass.gov/covid19  

If you have a question about whether 
or not you should be wearing a mask, call 
the Board of Health, 508-979-4023 ext. 125. 

To read the governor’s order, visit 
https://www.mass.gov/doc/may-1-2020-
masks-and-face-coverings. Visit mass.gov/ 
coveryourface. 

On Tuesday, 5/5, Governor Baker 
toured Merrow Manufacturing of Fall 
River, an eighth generation family-owned 
and operated company mak ing personal 
protective equipment (PPE). 

According to Merrow, the partner ship 
with the Baker Administration’s Manu -
facturing Emergency Response Team 
(M-ERT) has allowed the company to 
scale its diverse manufacturing opera -

tions to become the largest manufacturer 
of USA-sourced PPE reusable and dispos -
able medical isolation gowns in the country.  

The company will produce 650,000 
gowns a week by July. They are also 
providing surgical caps, gaiters and pillow 
cases. The effort has created 41 new 
manufacturing jobs, employ ing 1200 total 
to build PPE across their factories. . 

The governor’s “Reopening Advisory 
Board” is due to issue a report on May 18. 
Gov. Baker cautioned that the state will 
most likely reopen in phases, with some 
businesses allowed to open, and with 
restrictions on operation. The Stay At 
Home Advisory is in effect until at least 
5/18, and gatherings of 10 or more are still 
prohibited. 

Cases update 
According to the state’s website, as of 

4/29, Acushnet had 35 cases, Fairhaven 
had 92, Marion had 7, Mattapoisett had 
15, New Bedford had 579. The state has a 
total of 70,271 confirmed cases, and 4,212 
deaths; 122 people died on Tuesday, 
5/5/20, from COVID-19 in Mass. 

According to the state’s website, Alden 
Court Nursing Care had 10-30 confirmed 
cases; Our Lady’s Haven had more than 
30; Atria Assisted Living had 10-30.

Amid ongoing concern about COVID-19 
(coronavirus), we want to communicate our business 
continuity plans to ensure that our employees and 
customers can conduct business in a safe and 
effective manner. 

A&A Auto will continue to be open throughout the 
COVID-19 situation until we have announced 
otherwise. Our staff have guidelines they have to 
follow, such as using gloves to handle your vehicles in 
our service department, and sanitizing the vehicles 
on our lot that are for sale, pre and post test drives. 
We are monitoring our staff and sanitizing our 
establishment consistently for your health and safety. 

We would also like to offer FREE PICK-UP AND 
DROP-OFF SERVICE for our local area, for the peace-

of-mind of our loyal customers. This service is for 
anything and everything you need for your vehicle, 
including oil changes and inspection stickers. 
Nothing is too big or too small. 

We realize that some customers are in need of auto 
services, and we also understand that we need to be 
responsible as a community in order to fight this 
unfortunate situation that we are facing regarding 
COVID-19. 

So please give Alex a call at 508-509-2292 for any 
service you need, and we will pick up your vehicle, 
service it, and return it to you, without you having to 
leave the safety of your home. It is our privilege to 
serve you, and we wish the best of health to you and 
your families.

Free pick-up and drop-off service

HOURS: Mon.–Fri., 8 a.m.–7 p.m. • Sat., 8 a.m.–2 p.m. 
196 Huttleston Ave. • Fairhaven, MA • 508-509-2292

��



Press Release 

We Need Your Help! 
As of May 1, the New England 

Aquarium is no longer responding to 
stranded marine mammals in order to 
focus their efforts on sea turtle 
response given the increasing 
number of sea turtle strandings in our 
region. Going forward, NOAA will 
receive calls about stranded seals, 
dolphins, and whales from Rockport 
through Plymouth, MA. 

Because the Aquarium will no 
longer be responding to stranded 
marine mammals, we are seeking new 
partners to join our Regional Marine 
Mammal Stranding Network to serve 
communities in this area and aid in 
our response. Network participants 
are volunteer organizations trained 
and federally authorized to respond 
to sick or injured dolphins, seals, and 
whales that strand along our 
shorelines. 

For more information and to learn 
how to become an authorized 
response organization, please contact 
Mendy Garron, NOAA Regional 
Marine Mammal Response Program 

Coordinator at 978-282-8478 or 
mendy.garron@noaa.gov. 

To report a stranded marine 
mammal, please call the NOAA 
Regional Marine Animal Hotline at 
866-755-6622. For more information 
about our Marine Mammal Stranding 
Network, visit our website: https:// 
www.fisheries.noaa.gov/new-england-
m i d - a t l a n t i c / m a r i n e - l i f e -
distress/greater-atlantic-marine-
m a m m a l - s t r a n d i n g -
network?utm_medium=email&utm_ 
source=govdelivery 

About the Stranding 
Network 

The Greater Atlantic Region Marine 
Mammal Stranding Network was 
created to provide a consistent 
framework in which to collect, 
compile, and share data about marine 
mammal strandings throughout the 
region, which extends from the 
Virginia/North Carolina border north 
to our border with Canada. The 
network is composed of state and 
federal wildlife and fisheries agencies, 
veterinary clinics, non-profit 
agencies, and academic institutions 

who respond to or provide 
professional advice on responding to 
strandings. 

Without authorization from NOAA 
Fisheries, the public cannot pick up 
stranded marine mammals. However, 
if you can report and document the 
animal to (866) 755-6622, it will help 
stranding network members in their 
response. The most important 
information to collect is the date, 
location of stranding, and photos 
taken from a safe distance (150 feet). 

NOAA Fisheries has heard from its 
marine mammal and sea turtle 
stranding network partners who are 
making operational decisions based 
on COVID-19 that may impact the 
ability to respond to strandings and 
entanglement incidents. However, all 
stranding hotlines should remain 
staffed, and the public should 
continue to report all sightings of 
stranded animals to the appropriate 
contact number for your location 
(select your region below). As always, 
if you see a stranded marine mammal 
or sea turtle, keep people and pets 
back a safe distance of 50 yards (150 
feet). 
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NOAA seeks New Marine Mammal Stranding Partners in MA

125 Sconticut Neck Road, Fairhaven • 508-996-9212 
www.BaysideLoungeFhvn.com

Kitchen Open till 10 p.m. 
Full menu available for pick-up 

or delivery ONLY. 
Call us at 508-996-9212 for pick-up, or 

use DoorDash.com, GotChew.co, or 
GrubHub.com for delivery. 

Fish & Chips • Seafood Specials 
Burgers • Soups & Salads • Appetizers 

Thin Crust Pizza: Build Your Own 
Specialty Pizzas: The Baysider (linguica, onion, 

peppers), The Necker (scallops, shrimp and 
bacon with white sauce) And MORE 

Clamboil • Chicken or Shrimp Mozambique 
Steak Tips • Lobster Roll • Scallop Roll 

BBQ Chicken Wrap • Steak & Cheese Wrap 
Fish Sandwich • Tuna Melt • Linguica Sandwich 
KIDS MENU (all $5): Hot Dog with Tots, Grilled 

Cheese with Tots, Fried Tenders with Fries

MAC’S SODA BAR 
&CUSTOM CATERING

116 Sconticut Neck Road • Fairhaven 

508-992-8615

HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY 
COMPLETE DINNERS FOR 5/10/20 

• Roast Prime Rib                     $20.00 Plus Tax 
• Baked Stuffed Shrimp              14.00 Plus Tax 
• Chicken Kiev                           14.00 Plus Tax 

Reserve your Mother’s Day Dinner! Last date to order is 
Sat., 5/9, at 8 p.m. Call 508-992-8615. Pick up 11 to 3

OPEN FOR TAKE-OUT SERVICE ONLY: 
Thurs. •  Noon to 8 p.m. 

Fri. & Sat. • 11 a.m. to 8 p.m. 
Sun.: 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

The dining room will be closed until the ban is lifted.

We are still offering complete,  
inexpensive  family meals on Thursdays. 

Select from: Baked Stuffed Chicken, Chicken 
Parmesan, Pork Chops, Meat Loaf and Shepherd’s Pie. 

$9.00 plus tax
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AROUND TOWN HAPPENINGS
CANCELLATIONS 
Editor’s note: All non-essential 

businesses in Massachusetts have been 
closed until at least May 18, and all 
gatherings are also canceled. People 
are allowed to shop for necessities, 
such as groceries or medications, can 
get take-out at restaurants, and go to 
the bank and other essential services. 

We will use our Happenings pages to 
give people ways to pass the time 
while they are hunkered down at 
home, and to inform you of events that 
are scheduled for later in the spring 
and in the summer.  

Recycle Permits 
2020 Recycle permits will be 

required as of May 2nd. Recycle 
Center hours beginning May 2nd are 
Monday and Wednesday 8:15–11:55 
and 12:30–3:30; and Saturday 8:00– 
2:00. The office is still currently 
closed. You may download the 
application from the Town’s website 
(https://www.fairhaven-ma.go): 
Boards and Commissions; Board of 
Public Works; Recycle Center; 
application is on the bottom; and mail 
it to the BPW with a copy of your 
vehicle registration, a check made out 
to the Town of Fairhaven, and a self-
dddressed, stamped envelope. You 
may pick up an application outside 
the BPW front door Mon.–Fri. 8-4. 

Bike Path Etiquette 
Not only do we have the 

coronavirus to deal with, but the 
weather has not been the best this 
past month or so. That is why, when 
the sun decided to shine for two 
straight days this weekend, everyone 
was out. I think it's great that folks are 
out there biking, walking, or doing 
whatever they do. And because of 
this, the Phoenix Bike Trail has 
become increasingly more crowded.  
It is important for everyone to use 
some common sense and remember 
some basic rules of being on a bike 
and/or multi-use trail: 
• Always keep to the right, except 

when passing. 
• Pass only on the left. Before 

passing call out a warning signal. 
• When stopped, move off to the side 

of the path; do not block the path 
for others. 

• Do not litter. 
The Phoenix Bike Trail is relatively 

narrow so it is difficult to maintain 
social distancing. PLEASE WEAR A 
MASK for your own protection as well 
as others’. We are all out there trying 
to enjoy the day and get some 
exercise. Stay safe. 

Fairhaven Bikeway Committee 

First Amendment 
Presentations 

The New England First Amendment 
Coalition is providing educators 
throughout the region with expert 
speakers for an increasing number of 
virtual classes being taught during 
the COVID-19 pandemic.  

The coalition can work with 
teachers of all levels — grade school 
through college graduate programs — 
to develop presentations addressing 
civics, journalism, freedom of 
information laws and other aspects of 
democracy and the First Amendment.  

To schedule a speaker and discuss 
your classroom needs, please contact 
NEFAC Executive Director Justin 
Silverman at justin@nefac.org.  

NEFAC’s remote speaker program 
is the latest example of how the 
coalition is helping to educate and 
keep communities informed during 
the COVID-19 pandemic. The 
coalition’s other efforts include:  
• Explaining the responsibilities of 

government during the pandemic 
despite technological “learning 
curves.” 

• Offering free online classes on the 
First Amendment and open govern -
ment during times of public crisis. 

• Calling for more detailed corona -
virus case data in Massachusetts. 

• Supporting a free legal hotline for 
New England journalists covering 
the pandemic. 

• Writing an op/ed for The Boston 
Globe that spotlighted the 
increasing secrecy within all levels 
of government.  

• Expressing concern over Rhode 
Island’s decision to suspend the 
state’s open meeting law. 

• Joining more than 100 open 
government advocates to demand 
transparency and opportunities for 
public oversight during the health 
crisis.  

• Reminding New England governors 
that news organizations are 
essential businesses and should be 
allowed to operate during state-
wide lock-downs. 

• Calling on Rhode Island Gov. 
Raimondo to provide more access 
to journalists covering her daily 
briefings on the pandemic. 
Learn more about how NEFAC is 

helping New England communities 
during the COVID-19 pandemic at 
https:/ /nefac.org/how-nefac- is -
h e l p i n g - d u r i n g - t h e - c o v i d - 1 9 -
pandemic/  

May Is Bike Month 
This May, we’re celebrating bikes 

all month long. While our day-to-day 
lives are much different this spring 
than in years past, thanks to bikes, 
adventure is waiting right out your 
front door. 

Visit https://peopleforbikes.org to 
learn more. 

National 
Graduation 

The Class of 2020 is redefining high 
school graduation with a first-of-its-
kind national ceremony. So get ready 
to go big while you’re at home—
because this one-hour primetime 
national graduation celebration is all 
about YOU. Artists, athletes, musicians, 
commencement speakers, influ -
encers, and cultural icons will show 
their support with performances and 
messages featuring students, 
teachers, and their families from 
coast to coast.  

Visit “Graduate Together: High 
School Class of 2020 Commence -
ment,” Sat., 5/16, at 8 p.m., 
https://graduatetogether2020.com 
Featuring the main address by 
former President Barack Obama. 

Virtual Graduation 
Virtual graduation event begins on 

Sat., 6/6, at noon. Join the party 
throughout the afternoon. Com -
mence ment speakers: President 
Barack Obama, Michelle Obama, BTS, 
Lada Gaga, Sec. Robert M. Gates, 
Sundar Pichai, Sec. Condoleezza Rice, 
Malala Yousafzai; with special 
appearances by ASAPSciences, Alicia 
Keys, Chloe x Halle, Kelly Rowlan, 
Kerry Washington, The Try Guys, 
Zendaya, Mr. Kate, Dude Perfect, 
Jackie Aina, Zane Hijazi.  

Find “Dear Class of 2020 Com -
mencement Address,” Sat., 6/6, at 3 
p.m., at https://www.youtube.com/ 
watch?v=rxpTjcouaeQ 
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By Beth David 
Editor 

The Massachusetts Department of 
Environmental Protection (DEP) has 
denied a request by PJ Keating for the 
relocation of its hot mix asphalt 
operation to be considered exempt 
from a modification and, therefore, 
further review and approval by the 
state and the town. 

In a letter dated 4/28/20, the DEP 
stated that the January 3rd submittal 
by PJK “failed to demonstrated that 
the Relocation meets the criteria for 
310 CMR 7.02(2)(b)27 Exemption from 
Plan Approval” for several reasons.  

First, the “proposed hot mix 
asphalt drum plant equipment as 
relocated does not appear to be 
limited to equipment that was 
previously approved in Plan Approval 
4P09023, dated January 6, 2010,” 
wrote the DEP. 

The letter also states that a “new 
aggregate dryer” is also equipment 
not previously approved; and there 
are also new “sound mitigation 
measures to be installed that wer not 
previously installed on the existing 
approved hot mix asphalt drum plant 

equipment at its previous location at 
the Facility.” 

The letter also states that the 
background sound data/study from 
2017 is outdated, and is “not 
representative of existing current 
2020 conditions. Collection of current 
background sound data, while the hot 
mix asphalt drum plan is not 
operating, is optimal for this analysis 
and background date should be 
monitored and gathered repre -
sentative of current conditions.” 

The letter also states that there are 
“predicted increases” of sound levels 
at two residences during night time 
operations. Additional sound mitiga -
tion may be necessary after opera -
tions begin, states the letter, and that 
means it would not meet the 
requirements for exemption. 

“The existing equipment should 
not need to be modified to avoid 
creating a noise nuisance condition,” 
states the letter. “If additional sound 
mitigation is required for the 
relocated existing hot mix asphalt 
drum plan then the proposed 
installation does not meet” the 
requirement for exemption. 

The letter also 
takes issue with 
an “air quality 
modeling study” 
submitted by the 
company, stating 
it was “not done 
in accordance with 
MassDEP Bureau 
of Air and Waste 
(BAW) Air Quality 
Modeling Branch 
approved model -
ing protocol.” 

The letter 
states that the 

protocol must be submitted, and 
must include information from a list 
of nine or ten technical requirements 
including drawings, analyses, and 
scientific data, including “proposed 
back ground air quality 
concentrations.” 

The final shortcoming identified in 
the letter states that the January 3rd 
submittal “‘did not address nuisance 
conditions other than noise. In order 
for the MassDEP to fully evaluate the 
proposed relocation the proponent 
must demonstrate that the relocation 
will not cause a nuisance with respect 
to odor and dust.” 

The letter clearly states that given 
the findings of DEP, “the Facility 
cannot operate the relocated hot mix 
asphalt plant and hot oil heater until 
such time as it has demonstrated that 
it meets the requirements of 310 CMR 
7.02(5) or it has obtained a 
modification...” 

The letter instructs PJK to 
schedule a visit by MassDEP to 
inspect the new plant.  

Acushnet Fire Chief Kevin 
Gallagher sent a letter, along with a 
copy of the DEP letter, in a press 
release on April 29. The following is 
that letter in full. 

A VERY IMPORTANT 
MESSAGE FROM THE CHIEF 

April 29, 2020 
“Last week I provided, at the 

request of the Acushnet Board of 
Selectmen, an update on the Town of 
Acushnet’s involvement in continuing 
issues with the relocation of the Hot 
Mix Asphalt Plant at PJ Keating. To 
summarize, the Selectmen are in the 
process of considering a Land Use 
License modification, the State Fire 

DEP shuts down PJ Keating’s plans

Who Makes 
the Magic? 

A Nikommo Island Tale 
With Bedtime Version 

By Beth David 

Available for Nook; and for Kindle 
and other ebook formats on 
Amazon.com Only $1.49

For 10-year-old Mark Waters, nothing could be worse than no toys 
under the Christmas tree, until he learns from the Little People of 
Nikommo Island that there’s more to Christmas than bicycles and 
board games. An aging theatrical neighbor, a snooty know-it-all 
cousin and some island lore make this little tale a great addition to 
your annual Christmas must-reads. Suitable for all ages. (9600 words; 
bedtime version, 2570 words). Visit www.Zorena.com for link to buy.

PJK: cont’d on page 16

21 Berdon Way (Job Lot plaza) • Fairhaven 
Mon.–Sat., 9 a.m.–8 p.m. • Sun., 10 a.m.–8 p.m. (SUBJECT TO CHANGE) 

www.dorothycox.com • 508-996-2465 • 774-678-0713 (Wareham)

We are open! Call it in, 
we�ll take it out to you.

You can still enjoy all your Dorothy Cox’s 
favorites. Just call it in and we will take it  
your car; or you can get it delivered through 
gotchew.co. Offering kits for fun at home, 
including: chocolate pretzel kit, peeps kit,  
bag of butterflies, flowers.

1/16 page 
One week run: $26.00 

4+ weeks: $21.00/week 
($84/month) Color: $144/mo. 

1/8 page 
One week run: $45.00 

4+ weeks: $31.00/week  
($124/month) Color: $184/mo. 

1/6 page vertical (only) 
One week run: $77.00 

4+ weeks: $55.00/week 
($220/month) Color: $340/mo 

1/4 page  
One week run: $77.00 

4+ weeks: $52.00/ week 
($208/month) Color: $328/mo.

1/3 page vertical (only) 
One week run: $130.00 

4+ weeks: $120.00/week 
($460/month) Color: $640/mo. 

1/2 page vert. or hor. 
One week run: $125.00 

4+ weeks: $105.00/ week 
($420/month) Color: $620/mo. 

Full Page 
One week run: $230.00 
4+ weeks: $178.00/week 

($712/month) Color: $952/mo. 

Classified: $7/first 3 lines,  
$1.00 each additional line 
4,640 copies every week

Fairhaven Neighborhood News 
Ad rates • Call 508-979-5593 • Email: NeighbNews@comcast.net
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Press Release 
The City of New Bedford will 

distribute more than 50,000 masks 
manufactured at Joseph Abboud 
Manufacturing Corporation in the 
City’s North End to New Bedford’s 
vulnerable populations and frontline 
workers to protect against the spread 
of COVID-19. 

New Bedford has ordered a total of 
53,000 cloth masks from the designer 
menswear manufacturer, and has 
already received and distributed 
6,000 masks. Approximately 3,500 
were distributed to elderly and other 
at-risk groups, and 2,500 were 
distributed among first responders 
and other essential city employees. 

On Tuesday morning, 4/28/20, 
Joseph Abboud’s CEO Joe Bahena 
greeted Mayor Jon Mitchell and other 
officials at the City’s Emergency 
Management Office, to present the 
latest delivery of masks to the City. As 
of Tuesday morning, New Bedford has 
17,000 masks on hand, and 30,000 
more are to arrive in May. 

The City is directing the masks to 
specific groups of residents that are 
especially vulnerable to the 
coronavirus, with plans to reach all 
residents and staff of nursing homes, 
long-term care facilities, senior living 
facilities, shelters, and New Bedford 
Housing Authority facilities. Over the 
coming weeks, masks will also be 
made available to staff and patients of 
the Greater New Bedford Community 
Health Center, the staff and clients of 
the Meals on Wheels program, and 
elderly clients of the Immigrants’ 
Assistance Center. 

The Health Department and Police 
Department will work to promote 
employee mask-use at essential 
businesses, with special focus on 
local grocery stores and restaurants 
to help ensure compliance with 

recent Orders issued by the Mayor 
and Board of Health. 

“Joseph Abboud is a leader in 
menswear, and I am grateful to Joe 
Bahena and the company as 
corporate citizens for nimbly 
retooling their operation to provide 
these protective masks to New 
Bedford’s residents and frontline 
workers,” said Mayor Jon Mitchell.   

“We are proud to support New 
Bedford’s efforts to fight the 
coronavirus,” said Joe Bahena, CEO 
of Joseph Abboud Manufacturing 
Corporation.  

Mayor Mitchell declared a state of 
emergency in New Bedford on March 
13 due to the COVID-19 outbreak and 

has acted to enforce social distancing 
measures and protect residents. The 
City has since announced a range of 
measures to safeguard public health, 
including stringent public health 
requirements for nursing homes and 
senior living facilities. Earlier this 
month, the Mayor and Board of 
Health ordered that all essential 
businesses operating under the 
state’s essential businesses restric -
tions, such as food vendors and 
restaurants, must require employees 
who receive payment or serve 
customers to wear a surgical mask, or 
a cloth face covering that covers the 
nose and face, while performing their 
duties.

City of New Bedford gets 50K masks from Joseph Abboud Mfg.

Support local businesses 
during this crisis 

You can help local businesses get through this 
crisis: Get take-out or delivery from your favorite 
restaurant or bar; leave a tip as you would if you 
were eating in the dining room.; ask if there’s 
anything you can do. We are all in this together. We 
want our favorite spots to be there when this is all 
over, for them, for their employees, for our 
community, for ourselves.

No one does local like a local news paper. And it does not 
get more local than the Neighb News. And during these 
uncertain times, local reporting is more important than ever.  

Our advertisers are undoubtedly crucial for us to keep 
publishing. We need their ads to be successful, so please let 
them know you saw their ads in the Neighb News. We also need 
reader support to keep us afloat. Please consider supporting 
us with a donation. Any small amount will help. 

Visit us at www.NeighbNews.com and scroll to the bottom 
for the “donate” button or send a check or MO to Fairhaven 
Neighborhood News, 166 Dogwood St., Fairhaven, MA 0 2719.  

And, thank you for reading the Neighb News.

Support local journalism

New Bedford Mayor  Jon  Mitchell (right) accepts the latest delivery of Joseph Abboud 
masks from CEO Joe Bahena on Tuesday, 4/28/20, for distribution to vulnerable people 
in the city. Submitted photo. 
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HAPPENINGS OVERTOWN
CANCELLATIONS 
Editor’s note: All non-essential 

businesses in Massachusetts have been 
closed until at least May 18, and all 
gatherings are also canceled.  

We will use our Happenings pages to 
give people ways to pass the time 
while they are hunkered down at 
home, and to inform you of events that 
are scheduled for later in the spring 
and in the summer.  

Women’s Ctr Still 
Providing Services 
Are you an individual impacted by 
domestic violence or sexual assault? 

During this incredibly difficult 
time, we want to assure victims of 
sexual and domestic violence that 
The Women's Center is still providing 
support, care and services. We 
recognize that times of community 
crisis can be especially difficult for 
survivors of intimate partner violence. 
All services are free and confidential.    

Current services for survivor and 
victims include:  
• The Women’s Center’s rape crisis 

and domestic violence hotline is 
operating 24/7. 

• Intake and one-on–one counseling, 
advocacy, referrals, and support 
services are available by phone in 
English, Spanish and Portuguese 
9:30 am- 4:30 pm. 

• Medical advocacy/hospital response 
is being offered via phone to all 
hospitals in our area. 

• Our shelters are open, but cur -
rently full. We have some limited 
hotel room placements available 
for emergencies. Accessible 
through our hotline. 

• Police, court and legal advocacy & 
assistance with orders of 
protection are provided by phone. 
Our door on the street may 

temporarily not be open, in keeping 
with the Governor’s orders, but we 
are still here to help.  

All services are accessible 24/7 
through  our hotline: 508 999-6636. 

SNAP Applications 
The City of New Bedford’s 

Department of Community Services 
has partnered with the Department of 
Transitional Assistance and UMass 
Medical School to help adult 
residents in the Greater New Bedford 
area apply for SNAP, the 

Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 
Program (formerly known as food 
stamps) which gives individuals and 
families money to buy food at grocery 
stores, convenience stores, and 
certain farmers markets.  

Most households with low or no 
income are eligible for SNAP, and 
workers who lost their jobs or work 
hours due to COVID-19 can apply for 
SNAP at any time.  

Because of COVID-19, you cannot 
currently apply in person at DTA, but 
you may apply online at 
DTAConnect.com. If you do not have 
access to a computer, or need 
assistance in applying online, you can 
call the Department of Community 
Services at 508-961-3020 to schedule a 
phone appointment with a SNAP 
outreach worker. Assistance is 
available in English, Spanish and 
Portuguese. 

COVID Testing 
The Greater New Bedford 

Community Health Center will expand 
its COVID-19 testing capability by 
establishing an outdoor testing 
location at its downtown health 
center. The state has designated 
commu nity health centers across 
Massachu setts, including the Greater 
New Bedford Community Health 
Center, as expanded testing sites.  

Those experiencing symptoms 
related to COVID-19 can be tested 
through their doctor or healthcare 
provider. To be tested at the Commu -
nity Health Center, an appointment 
must also be made, by calling 508-992-
6553.  

The GNBCHC was previously able 
to offer an average of 20 tests a day at 
the health center, operating under 
stringent sanitation and social 
distancing requirements. By moving 
to an outdoor testing location with 
more space, the GNBCHC will be in a 
position to offer up to 50 tests a day 
beginning Monday, May 4. The 
expanded testing designation by 
Governor Baker, the GNBCHC 
continues to receive test kits and will 
aim to further increase capacity if 
demand increases. 

WHALE Virtual 
Tours 

The tours are continuing on and 
this week we are showcasing one of 

the most innovative reuses so far: the 
Co-Creative Center! Join me on 
WHALE's Instagram THIS Friday, May 
8 at 10:00 to virtually check out this 
mixed-use development featuring an 
art gallery, co-working space, and 
education & meeting space, in addi -
tion to loft-apartments, storefronts, 
and business and non-profit offices. . 

For a how-to on on watching a 
WHALE live Instagram video, visit 
https://www.youtube.com/watch? 
v=XpL5ErgPhKw&feature=youtu.be 

Find us on Instagram at https:// 
www. instagram.com/water f ron 
tleaguenb/ 
• The First Baptist Church Tour , the 

Strand Theater Tour, 1060 
Pleasant Street (VTH) Tour, and 
305-307 Pleasant Street Tour are 
all available on YouTube, check 
them out if you haven't already! 
Make sure to follow us on Facebook 
and Instagram to receive daily 
updates on our projects and tours.  

Other Events:  
All registered participants will 

receive a follow up email with 
information on how to join in virtually 
for both events  
• Thursday, May 7 at 5:00: Historic 

Hooplah with WHALE - Cultivating 
Colors - Have you been interested 
in learning about historic paint 
colors? You're in luck!! WHALE is 
hosting a virtual meet-up to learn 
about historic colors, important 
tips, and services available. Come 
chat with our awesome group of 
speakers, including WHALE staff, 
Sherwin-Williams, and Anne Louro 
the Preservation Planner for the 
City of New Bedford. Thank you to 
Sherwin-Williams for sponsoring 
our event. Register here to 
participate 

• Thursday, May 14 at 5:00: WHALE 
2020 Annual Meeting - Join your 
fellow WHALE members and 
friends for our annual gathering! All 
are welcome, members and non-
members, to come learn about 
WHALE's current preservation 
projects. Hear from Executive 
Director, Teri Bernert, and WHALE 
Board President, Andy Burnes. 
Register here to participate 
Now is a really tough time for the 

entire world, including the non-profit 
community, but a great time for you 
to connect with WHALE and become 
a Member, Partner in Preservation , 

cont’d next page
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CANCELLATIONS 
Editor’s note: All non-essential 

businesses in Massachusetts have been 
closed until at least May 18, and all 
gatherings are also canceled. People 
are allowed to shop for necessities, 
such as groceries or medications, can 
get take-out at restaurants, and go to 
the bank and other essential services. 

We will use our Happenings pages 
to give people ways to pass the time 
while they are hunkered down at 
home, and to inform you of events that 
are scheduled for later in the spring 
and in the summer.  

Acushnet Bulky 
Item Pick-up Day 
Acushnet’s Bulky Item pickup day 

has been canceled. 

Local Photo Contest 
Dartmouth Natural Resources 

Trust is pleased to announce its first 
annual greeting card photo contest! 
While DNRT has previously offered a 
calendar contest, this year’s 
challenge will be a little bit different. 
Twelve winning photographs will be 
chosen to adorn the faces of a set of 
greeting cards, which DNRT will sell. 
The cards will be published in Sep -
tem ber of 2020. Proceeds from the 
sale will benefit land conservation.  

Entrants may submit up to 8 
photos to DNRT by Sunday, August 
16, 2020. Photographs must be taken 
on or of a DNRT property and can 
feature agricultural lands, forests, 
lakes and rivers, coastal dunes, salt 
marshes, recreation trails, historic 
sites, wildlife, and people enjoying or 
using the land. Images from all 
seasons are welcome.  

High-resolution photographs can 
be emailed to kendra@dnrt.org with 
the subject DNRT Photo Contest. 
Please include the photographer’s 

name, address, phone number, where 
the photos were taken, and any 
comments the entrant would like to 
share about the photo. The entrant 
must be the sole author and owner of 
the copyright in all photos entered.  
Although photographers retain 
complete copyright over their image, 
they grant DNRT a royalty-free right 
to use, display, and reproduce the 
image for publication in all media. 

Love Your Mother 
Earth Day 

In honor of Mother’s Day, 
Dartmouth Natural Resources Trust 
(DNRT) is calling on you to Love Your 
Mother (Earth)! DNRT asks its 
friends, supporters, and volunteers 
to come together (though apart) to 
do something for Mother Earth. 

Pick a day that works well for you 
during the week of May 10 and do 
some cleaning! Whether you visit 
your favorite trail and pick up trash, 
clean up a roadside that is neglected, 
or tend to your own neighborhood, it 
all makes a difference! 

Please be sure to wear gloves and 
practice social distancing when 
cleaning. Share your cleanup photos 
with DNRT on Facebook, Twitter, and 
Instagram or email kendra@dnrt.org 
to show how much you Love Your 
Mother. 

Mothers Day Walk 
Virtual Walk-a-thon for Peace, 

Sun., 5/10. Join us on Mother’s Day 
from 9 a.m.–9:45 a.m. from the 
comfort of your living room or bed! 
There will be a link to join the live 
Virtual Walk-a-thon on our homepage, 
m o t h e r s d a y w a l k 4 p e a c e . o r g . 
Registration: $20 per person. 
Proceeds benefit the Peace Institute.  

The Mother’s Day Walk for Peace is 
a beloved Boston tradition and 

celebration of our potential to create 
more peaceful communities. Every 
year, families from across the state 
and region walk together toward 
peace. Join us for the Mother’s Day 
Virtual Walk-a-thon for Peace as we 
support the critical services of the 
Louis D. Brown Peace Institute. 
COVID will not stop this annual 
tradition and this year's theme is 
right on time — This Way Toward 
Healing! 

The Mother's Day Walk for Peace 
started in 1996 so that mothers of 
murdered children could receive 
support and love from their 
neighbors. Twenty-four years later, 
the Mother’s Day Walk for Peace 
continues to be a powerful way to 
honor our loved ones who have been 
murdered and embrace our shared 
responsibility to create more 
peaceful communities.  

Virutal Coloring 
Books 

Libraries, archives, and other 
cultural institutions around the world 
are sharing free coloring sheets and 
books based on materials in their 
collections. Please download, print, 
and share your favorites! 

Visit http://library.nyam.org/ 
colorourcollections/?mc_cid=9fb6124 
222&mc_eid=0de76ea781 A great 
activity for children and adults. 

Connected for Kids 
Visit https://www.stagesof 

freedom.org for links to a variety of 
videos with activities for childing, 
including “10 Do it yourself indoor 
activities for kids during quarantine”; 
virtual musem of African American 
History & Culture; Scholastic Learn at 
Home; Virtual Zoo tour; Studio 
Museum in Harlem/Coloring pages, 
online lesson plans and more.  

HAPPENINGS/OTHER LATITUDES

or Soiree Host. 
Visit us at https://www. 

waterfrontleague.org/ 

Livestream concerts 
The New Bedford Symphony 

Orchestra continues to offer free 
livestream concerts during the 
COVID-19 crisis. 

Visit https://nbsymphony.org. Con -

certs will remain on the website for 
viewing, if you miss them. 
• When Oboe Met Viola Friday, 5/8, 

7pm EDT  Tune in and join Rebecca 
and Ben for an evening of some of 
our favorite chamber works, 
arranged for viola and oboe. We’ll 
begin with a rarely heard duet by a 
nineteen-year-old Mozart, followed 
by selections from Schubert’s 

beloved song cycles: Die Schöne 
Müllerin and Winterreise. Our 
program con cludes with one of 
Brahms’ final compositions for 
piano, the third Intermezzo from 
Op. 119. Rebecca Hallowell, viola 
and Ben Fox, oboe 
Don’t worry if you miss them! The 

concert swill remain available for 
viewing on the website. 

STILL OVERTOWN



Press Release 
The Buzzards Bay Coalition has 

announced that the 2020 Buzzards 
Bay Swim will be cancelled due to the 
unprecedented and still-evolving 
conditions presented by the COVID-
19 pandemic.  

“The health and well-being of our 
participants, volunteers, emergency 
personnel, staff, and our community 
is our top priority,” Coalition 
President Mark Rasmussen said in a 
message to this year’s swimmers. 
“Under the current circumstances, 
and based upon the guidance of 
public health officials, we concluded 
that this year’s event cannot take 
place safely. 

The event, which has been run 
annually since 1993, brings hundreds 
of participants to New Bedford each 
June to swim across New Bedford 
Harbor to Fort Phoenix State Park in 
Fairhaven, where the event ends with 
a beach party brunch. Last year’s 
event raised more than $187,000 to 
support education, conservation, 
water quality monitoring, and 
advocacy work.  

“I’m sure that you share our 
disappointment in this year’s 
cancellation of the swim, but I hope 
you take solace in the fact that your 
early fundraising has already 
contributed more than $25,000 to 
sustain Bay protection efforts,” 

Rasmussen told swimmers. “In the 
current environment, those funds are 
more critical than ever to continuing 
our water quality monitoring, land 
conservation, public education and 
clean water advocacy work.” 

The Coalition has other events 
planned later this summer and fall. 
The organization will field a team of 
runners for the Falmouth Road Race, 
which will be held as a “virtual” run 
on August 16, 2020. And on Sunday, 
October 4, the Coalition will host the 
Watershed Ride — an event in which 
cyclists ride one of three overlapping 
courses, the longest of which 
stretches 100 miles from Sakonnet 
Point to Woods Hole.  

Registered swimmers have 
multiple options due to the cancella -
tion, including deferring registration 
until the 2021 swim or transferring 
their registration to participate in the 
upcoming Watershed Ride.  

The Buzzards Bay Coalition is a 
nonprofit organization dedicated to 
the protection, restoration, and 
sustainable use and enjoyment of 
Buzzards Bay and its watershed. The 
Coalition works to improve the health 
of the Bay ecosystem for all through 
education, conservation, research 
and advocacy, and is supported by 
more than 10,500 members. Visit 
 www.savebuzzardsbay.org
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Recipe of the Week
Slow Cooker Carnitas 

1 teaspoon salt 
1 teaspoon garlic powder 
1 teaspoon ground cumin 
½ tsp crumbled dried oregano 
½ teaspoon ground coriander 
¼ teaspoon ground cinnamon 
1 (4 pound) boneless pork 

shoulder roast 
2 bay leaves 
2 cups chicken broth 

Mix together salt, garlic 
powder, cumin, oregano, 
coriander, and cinnamon in a 
bowl. Coat pork with the spice 
mixture. Place the bay leaves in 
the bottom of a slow cooker and 
place the pork on top. Pour the 
chicken broth around the sides of 
the pork, being careful not to rinse 
off the spice mixture. 

Cover and cook on Low until 
the pork shreds easily with a fork, 
about 10 hours. Turn the meat 
after it has cooked for 5 hours. 
When the pork is tender, remove 
from slow cooker, and shred with 
two forks. Use cooking liquid as 
needed to moisten the meat. 

Carnitas means “little meats.” 
This makes a great filling for 
tamales, enchiladas, tacos and 
burritos, or simply put your 
favorite barbecue sauce on and 
serve on a bun. From allrecipes.com 

To share a recipe  
with your neighbors 

Mail to 166 Dogwood St., Fairhaven, MA 02719;  
fax to 508-991-5580; email to neighbnews@comcast.net  

(Email preferred)

Buzzards Bay Swim canceled, other 
opportunities to raise funds for BBC

Who Makes the Magic? 
A Nikommo Island Tale With Bedtime Version 

By Beth David 
Available for Nook; and for Kindle and other ebook formats  

on Amazon.com Only $1.49
A Christmas tale of magic on a small island. Written for adults, but suitable for 
all ages. (Approx. 9,600 words; bedtime version, 2570 words.) For links to all 
Beth David’s books and stories visit www.Zorena.com
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Roofing Contractor
40 years in the 

business 
Detailed workmaship 
Attentive, personal 

service 
Certified Owens 

Corning Preferred 
Contractor

Marc A. Gadbois • 508-992-0226

MA Const. Sup. Lic. # 003000 
MA Home Imp. Lic. #127675

EPA Lead Safe Certified 
Fully Insured

Offering extended warranties available only through 
an Owens Corning Certified Preferred Roofing 

Contractor

Materials Supplied by ABC Supply Company

Introducing our 
new blog 

Visit our new blog for updates and latest news 
between our weekly publication dates 

Visit www.neighbnews.com to  
“Latest News” to “Latest Updates” 

or use this link: 
https://www. 

fairhavenneighborhoodnews.com/category/blog/ 

Fairhaven Neighborhood News

Pine Grove Chiropractic 
Personalized Healthcare 

Dr. Carol Duphily 
Massage Therapists on staff 

508-998-8444 
934 Ashley Boulevard • New Bedford 
Like on Facebook:  /pinegrovechiro

Moby Dick Marina

2 River Ave. • Fairhaven • 508-994-1133 • www.mobydickmarina.com

Boat Slips 
Available: 

$88/foot 
We haveWiFi
Arion Anezis 
John Zolotas

Summer is 
Right Around 
the Corner. 

Are you 
ready?

St. Anthony of New 
Bedford Federal  

Credit Union 

Your Community Credit Union

1743 Acushnet Ave., New Bedford, MA 02746 
www.stantcu.com • 508-996-5492

THANK 
YOU! 

From the bottom of our hearts to all 
the health care workers and first responders 

for all you are doing in this fight  
against this deadly virus. 

You are the true 
HEROES 

in this battle.

My name is Mike Ristuccia and I am a 
candidate for the Board of Health. As a means of 
introduction for those who do not know me, I am a long 
time resident in this Town, possess an innate desire to 
help others through Public Administrtion and am 
sincerely concerned about the financial future of this 
Town. I served the Town as a Board of Public Works 
Commissioner for a period of six years and was elected as 
Chairman for more than half of my tenure. 

If elected, I plan to use the skills I learned while on the 
BPW to ensure that our residents are well served by the 
Board of Health both operationally and fiscally.

PAID FOR BY MIKE RISTUCCIA
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By Beth David 
Editor 

The Fairhaven Council on Aging/ 
Senior Center is continuing its mission 
of helping seniors who may be having 
trouble getting food during the 
COVID-19 crisis. 

COA Director Anne Silvia and her 
volunteers filled 100 bags with 
breakfast food, enough to last 2–3 
weeks for one or two people. On 
Saturday, 5/2/20, volunteers delivered 
the food to a list of people Ms. Silvia 
said had been identified as being at 
risk for not having enough food due 
to finances, or who just can not get 
out to get food due to challenges 
created by the pandemic. 

Contents of the bag included 
English muffins, bagels, tortilla chips, 
oatmeal, cereal, pancake mix, syrup, 
jelly and juice. 

The bags also included a word 
search courtesy of the Residence at 
Cedar Dell; and the cloth bags were 
donated by Fallon/Navicare. 

Funds for the project came from 
the Community Foundation and a 
group of local people who simply 
wanted to do something for Fairhaven 
seniors during this difficult time. 
“Supporting Our Fairhaven Elderly” 
was started by Doug Gonzaga of 
Doug’s Doggies, who was quickly 

joined by Carol Zaslona and Amy 
Roderick. 

The group 
raised $675 on 
their GoFundMe 
page, and gave 
the whole 
amount (after 
fees) to the 
senior center for 
the food bags. 

Mr. Gonzaga 
said in a 
message that he 
“just wanted to 
do something 
for my commu -
nity and I chose 
our seniors.” 

If you are 
over the age of 
60 and need 
help getting 
food, medica -
tions, or other 
necessities, call 
the Fairhaven 
senior center at 
508-979-4029. 

The build ing 
is closed to the 
public during 
the crisis, but 
Ms. Silvia is 

there and will answer or return your 
call.

Fairhaven Council on Aging distributes breakfast bags

Breakfast to be delivered to senior citizens by the Fairhaven Council 
on Aging on Saturday, 5/2/20, include English muffins, bagels, tortilla 
chips, oatmeal, cereal, pancake mix, syrup, jelly and juice, enough to 
last two to three weeks. Photo courtesy of Danny Silvia.

ABOVE: Volunteers fill bags with breakfast foods, including English 
muffins, bagels, oatmeal, cereal, and juice, enough to last two to 
three weeks, to be delivered to senior citizens by the Fairhaven 
Council on Aging on Saturday, 5/2/20, thanks to donations from 
local groups. Photo courtesy of Danny Silvia. RIGHT: A word search 
with pen, courtesy of the Residence at Cedar Dell, is also included 
in the breakfast bags. Photo by Beth David.
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The Acushnet Council on Aging and Senior Community Center filled 100 bags of produce for Acushnet seniors 60+ and distributed them 
on Thursday, 4/30/20, at the senior center. From 8:30–10:30 a.m., the bags were picked up, with contactless transfer. Residents pulled 
up, took the bags off the table and returned to their cars. “Many many thanks to the Acushnet Public Schools and the Acushnet Fire 
Department for making this such a success,” reads a post on the center’s Facebook page. “Also thank you to Alice Rebello of Vibra 
Hospital, Eric Chew from Acushnet EMA and Duncan Merrey for helping to distribute.” ABOVE LEFT: The 100 bags of produce are lined 
up on stables at the Acushnet Council on Aging and Senior Community Center waiting to be picked up by Acushnet seniors 60+ on 
4/30/20. RIGHT: Cars line up with seniors ready to pick up their produce bags. Photos from the Council on Aging and Senior Community 
Center Facebook page.  

Acushnet COA gives 100 food bags to seniors

Terry Pereira, aka Yaya, and best 
known for her various roles with the 
West Island Improvement Association 
over the years, reached her 86th 
birthday in the middle of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, while she is 
pretty much being a recluse on West 
Island. Her friends and family 
arranged a drive-by, complete with 
fire truck leading the way, on the big 
day, 4/28/20.  

“Friends, nieces, nephews, children, 
kids, grandkids and great grandkids 
all paraded down Balsam Street to 
celebrate this special lady. Happy 86th 
Yaya!” wrote her grandson Cameron 
Durant on his Facebook page.  

Terry, of course, never one to miss 
a chance to respond, left her own 
message on his FB page: “What a 
splendid surprise...a very total 
one...no one ‘squealed’ at all...Usually 
I get some kind of a ‘vibe’ something 
is up...it’s a good thing I decided it 
being my birthday I would try to be a 
bit more ‘sexy’..getting out of my 
Walmart PJ’s...you know casual but 
sexy.” 

She said she got a call to look 
outside and saw the fire truck, loads 

of cars, family friends, fire -
works, balloons. 

“Thank you All —for what 
you did, what you said, and 
who you are. You touched my 
heart. Take care, be safe. God 
Bless.” 

Happy Birthday, Terry Pereira

West Island’s Terry Pereira 
observes the social distancing 
protocols by staying on her front 
stoop while holding a sign 
commemorating her own 86th 
birthday on 4/28/20, when she was 
also treated to a car parade led by 
a fire truck. Photos courtesy of 
Cameron Durant. 
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By Mary Macedo 
Neighb News Correspondent 

At its meeting on Wednesday, 4/22 
the Fairhaven Board of Public Works 
discussed the COVID-19 pandemic 
and how it affects recycling center 
hours and closing the town parks and 
beaches. The board also discussed 
voting for a Marine Resources 
Representative, and discussed a 
Grease Trap Policy Checklist. Before 
the meeting, began board member 
Frank Coelho announced that he 
would be recording the meeting.  

The board  opened the discussion 
with the approval of the minutes for 
the previous meeting. The vote 
passed 4-1 with Mr. Coelho opposing 
the April 6th meeting minutes. 

Board member Robert Hobson 
asked Mr. Coelho why he opposed the 
minutes.  

Mr. Coelho said that he opposed 
the minutes because they were 
incomplete. He explained that he 
spent at least five minutes at the last 
meeting discussing other issues that 
were not included in the minutes.  

BPW Chairperson Brian Wotton 
asked Mr. Coelho if there was a 
certain section of the minutes he 
wanted to discuss. 

Mr. Coelho said that there is no 
sense in discussing it now because it 
will not be included in the minutes 
anyway. He said he did not know 
what gets included in the minutes or 
who decides what is included. He 
said that at the April 6th meeting he 
discussed the minutes from the 
March 25th meeting and his 
discussion was not included.  

“That’s the reason I object,” Mr. 
Coelho said. 

“What’s the point,” asked board 
member Robert “Hoppy” Hobson. 

Mr. Coelho said that the point is 
that he objects because the minutes 
are incomplete. 

Mr. Hobson asked if Mr. Coelho 
wanted to discuss what is not 
included in the minutes, that it could 
be recorded on this week’s meeting 
minutes. 

Mr. Coelho explained that he spoke 
about his issues with the Pasta House 
grease trap, as well as that he thought 
that Mr. Wotton had a conflict of 
interest regarding voting on the 
recycling center because of Mr. 
Wotton’s private clean out business.  

Mr. Wotton banged the gavel.  
“If you speak about my name one 

more time we are going to have a 
problem,” Mr. Wotton said.  

“That’s why I didn’t want to bring it 
up,” Mr. Coelho said. 

“Ok I’m good,” Mr. Hobson said. 
In another matter, the board 

reopened their discussion on closing 
beach parking due to the COVID-19 
restrictions.  

Public Works Superintendent 
Vinnie Furtado told the board he has 
received many concerns from 
residents about keeping the Fort 
Phoenix parking lot open. He said 
many residents have voiced their 
concerns that there are a lot of 
people hanging out and walking 
around the fort. 

Mr. Hobson, however, said that he 
had received a lot of calls from 
residents saying that they were glad 
that the gate of the town’s lot for Fort 
Phoenix is still open. He said that 

senior citizens just want to get out of 
the house and get fresh air. He said 
that they stay in their cars, read the 
paper and watch the ocean and the 
seagulls.  

Mr. Furtado explained that the 
issue is that the Governor of 
Massachusetts closed all beaches 
and park parking lots that are owned 
by the state and recommended that 
all cities and towns close their beach/ 
park parking lots too. 

Mr. Furtado said quite a few 
residents want the gates to be closed 
at Fort Phoenix so he wanted to bring 
it up to the board. 

Mr. Hobson said he is against 
closing the gates. 

Resident Rodney Immerman had a 
comment via Zoom, saying that if the 
board closes the parking lots it helps 
send the message that people need to 
stay home. 

Mr. Immerman added that people 

are in their vehicles at the beach, but 
there are people standing one foot 
from each other outside the vehicle 
talking to each other through the 
window with no masks on. He said 
that the board needs to send the 
message that people should not be 
out. Mr. Immerman said that he 
understands people are bored, but 
they need to practice self control. 

Resident Karen Vilandry also 
commented via Zoom, saying that 
said she has gone by Fort Phoenix 
and it was packed. She said that the 
governor gave strict direction to 
close the parks and beaches. It may 
seem innocent to go out for a walk, 
but people need to stay home, she 
said, adding that Massachusetts is a 
hotspot for COVID-19 right now.  

Mr. Coelho said that he also went 
to Fort Phoenix and that the Board of 
Health opened the gate. Mr. Coelho 
said that opening the gate is the 
Board of Health’s responsibility. 

Mr. Furtado said that it is the 
BPW’s decision, as park commiss -
ioners, to open or close the beaches 
and parks, but the Board of Health 
can overrule the BPW’s decision if 
they feel the situation is too 
dangerous. 

Mr. Coelho said that there was 
trash all over the fort and a police 
officer approached him and asked 
him why the gates are opened. Mr. 
Coelho said that the officer said the 
gates should be closed.  

Mr. Hobson explained that he can 
go to Walmart, the grocery store, 
Cumberland Farms, and even the 
package store.  

“A lockdown is a lockdown,” Mr. 
Hobson said. “But enough is enough 
already.” 

He said that people need to go out 
and get fresh air and be able to walk 
their dogs.  

“I’m 80 years old,” Mr. Hobson said. 
“I’m one of the ones that would catch 
this thing if it’s that bad.” 

Mr. Hobson explained that the 
state parking lot is closed so people 
are parking in the small town lot, 
which is why it is so packed with cars.  
He said in New Bedford residents can 
walk the hurricane barrier; he under -
stands the concerns but enough 
restrictions are enough. 

Mr. Hobson said he served in the 
military for his rights to do whatever 
he wants. He said he does not interact 

BPW discusses closing beach parking again, but...

BPW: cont’d on page 22

 

If you speak about my  

name one more time we  

are going to have a problem 

[BPW Chairperson Brian 

Wotton to board member 

Frank Coelho] 
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Kitchens • Baths • Roofing • Siding 
Gutters • Windows & Decks 

WHEN YOU DEMAND THE FINEST  
AT A SENSIBLE PRICE 

Complete Home Remodeling • Free Written Estimates 
Ross Cottrell

508-999-1598 Office 
508-984-1799 Fax

360 Main Street 
Fairhaven, MA 02719

cbgcinc@gmail.com • www.cottrellbrosinc.com

Year round maintenance 
Seasonal plantings and decorations 

Headstone cleaning 

Reasonable Rates 
Call 774-365-7968 for appointment

John & Lori Sharples 
We will treat your family as our own

Makes a great family gift

J & L

Lenny Fleurent  
& Sons 

Masonry Contractors 
508-996-0861 • 774-271-4556 (cell):  

Over 55 years’ experience

SPECIALISTS in steps and chimneys 
Jobs big or small — we do them all! 

Cement Floors • Cement Driveways 
Chimneys • Stone Walls • Patios & Steps 

Sidewalks & Aprons • Fireplaces
Insured • Residential • Town Approved • Lic. # 013997

1/16 page 
One week run: $26.00 

4+ weeks: $21.00/week 
($84/month) Color: $144/mo. 

1/8 page 
One week run: $45.00 

4+ weeks: $31.00/week  
($124/month) Color: $184/mo. 

1/6 page vertical (only) 
One week run: $77.00 

4+ weeks: $55.00/week 
($220/month) Color: $340/mo 

1/4 page  
One week run: $77.00 

4+ weeks: $52.00/ week 
($208/month) Color: $328/mo.

1/3 page vertical (only) 
One week run: $130.00 

4+ weeks: $120.00/week 
($460/month) Color: $640/mo. 

1/2 page vert. or hor. 
One week run: $125.00 

4+ weeks: $105.00/ week 
($420/month) Color: $620/mo. 

Full Page 
One week run: $230.00 
4+ weeks: $178.00/week 

($712/month) Color: $952/mo. 

Classified: $7/first 3 lines,  
$1.00 each additional line 
4,640 copies every week

Fairhaven Neighborhood News 
Ad rates • Call 508-979-5593 • Email: NeighbNews@comcast.net
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Wayne 
Electric & Alarms 

508-997-5600   508-758-3068 
www.walarms.com

24-Hour UL-Listed Monitoring Service 
Security Systems • Fire Alarms 

Closed Circuit Television • Card Access 

Serving Bristol & Plymouth Counties for over 35 years

Quality Remodeling & Finish Work • Kitchens • Bathrooms • Decks 
All Types of Interior & Exterior Remodeling • Fully Insured

508-992-6622 
OVER 35 YEARS 

EXPERIENCE 
Fairhaven, MA

MA H.I.C. Reg. #125134 • MA Const. Sup. Lic #007769 • EPA Lead-Safe Cert.

W
WOODACRE LAW GROUP

Certified Mediator and Counsellor at Law 
Mattapoisett Wharf and Wellesley

TEL: 781-237-6020 • LorriWoodacre@gmail.com 
www.woodacrefamilylaw.com

PJK: cont’d from page 6

$5000

 OFF
NEW A/C COMPRESSOR KIT 

(installed) 
Exp. July 1, 2020

$1500
 OFF 

A/C RECHARGE up to 2 lbs. 134A 
Exp. June 1, 2020

MASS. INSPECTION 
M-F: 8 a.m.–5 p.m. • SAT: 8 a.m.–2 p.m. 

FULL SERVICE DEPT. OPEN

Custom Auto Sales & Service 
14 So. Main Street •  Acushnet, MA 02743 

508-984-5667

Marshal will not consider issuing a 
permit for the liquid asphalt storage 
tanks to be filled without a valid Land 
Use License and I, acting within my 
authority granted by the Fire Code, 
issued an Order of Notice prohibiting 
the off-loading of liquid asphalt 
directly into the production process 
without detailed fire engineering 
studies. PJ Keating has appealed this 
Order. 

“At the direction of the Board of 
Selectmen, I am sharing with the 
residents of Acushnet a letter issued 
on April 28, 2020 from the Common -
wealth of Massachusetts Department 
of Environmental Protection (DEP). 
The letter states that, following DEP’s 
review of air quality and sound 
analyses submitted earlier this year, 
Keating failed to demonstrate that the 
relocation of the asphalt plant meets 
certain regulatory standards. 

“DEP expresses concern in three 
main areas; air quality, noise and 
other nuisance conditions. As was 
discussed by town officials at the 
initial Land Use License public 
hearing in February, the current Air 
Quality Plan Approval was issued in 

2010 and was specific to certain 
equipment used at that time. DEP 
further states that the ‘background 
sound data/study’ conducted in 2017 
are outdated and that Keating must 
‘...demonstrate that the relocation 
will not cause a nuisance condition 
with respect to odor and dust.’ 

“In conclusion, DEP writes that 
‘...given the MassDEP findings 
identified in this document, the 
Facility cannot operate the relocated 
hot mix asphalt drum plant and hot 
oil heater until such time as it has 
demonstrated that it meets the 
requirements of 310 CMR…’ 

“The interest of the Town has been 
solely on the safety and health of the 
public and the environment. We have 
taken local actions to insure that 
those interests are met. With this 
response from MassDEP apparently 
so has the state. 

“We will keep the community 
updated as these concerns play out”. 

Kevin A. Gallagher, Fire Chief 
PJ Keating has operated a quarry 

and hot asphalt mixing plant on the 
property on South Main Street for 
decades. This year, the company 

moved the asphalt operation to the 
front of the property to be able to dig 
where the old plant was.  

The company relocated the tanks 
and other equipment, some new and 
some old, to the front of the property 
before securing the permits 
necessary for the plant to operate. 

The situation has been in a stale -
ment for several months. The 
Selectboard held a public hearing in 
February (Neighb News, 2/20/20 
issue), and the Acushnet Soild Board 
has also had discussions at several of 
its meetings (available for viewing at 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/ 
UCQLn-V7X9rp0JdWXh445neQ). 

 
A copy of the DEP letter is available 

on our website: www.NeighbNews.com 

Don’t forget to tell  

our advertisers you  

saw their ads in the 

Neighb News!
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“WE GO WHERE THE PROBLEM TREES GROW”
•  TREE REMOVAL •  LOT CLEARING 
•  AERIAL BUCKET TRUCK & BOBCAT SERVICE 
•  FIREWOOD 
•  PRUNING OF LARGE HISTORICAL TREES 
•  YEAR ROUND SERVICE

SPECIALISTS IN LARGE DIFFICULT TREE REMOVAL

Free Estimates 

508-993-3588 
Fairhaven

Fairhaven Lumber Co. 
508-993-2611 

120 Alden Road • Fairhaven, MA

• Full Service Computerized 
Kitchen Planning 
• Free In-Home 

Measurement Service

• Fine Cabinetry in as Little 
as 3 Days 

• Custom Cabinets & 
Countertops

Kitchens To Fit Your 
Lifestyle & Budget

Visit Our Showroom

Fairhaven Center for Business 
65 Alden Road, Fairhaven, MA 02719 

508-997-8515 
www.VieiraIns.com

Auto • Home 
Business

Competitive Insurance  
Rates for

Call or stop by for a  
review and quote 

Local and national  
companies represented

Vieira Insurance Agency

Eric Sylvia

774-849-0425 
Licensed Electrician for 24 Years • Lic: 13901A

Commercial & Residential • MA/RI/CT 
Upgrades • Repairs 

Emergency Calls • New Installation 
Renovation & Re-models • Service Calls

Sylvia Electric — Powerful Service

508-994-9971  |  www.southernmass.com

Fairhaven | Fall River | New Bedford

FREE APPRAISAL*

Let’s work together to 昀nd the right mortgage solution for you.

Apply online today!

*Maximum credit up to $500. Mortgage loan must meet investor guidelines 
within membership area. Offer excludes portfolio and government loans. 
Mortgage loan must be secured by a qualified residential property. Some 
restrictions apply. Limited time offer.

Southern Mass Credit Union is offering a 
Free Appraisal* when applying for one of our 
Agency Conforming Mortgage Loan Programs.

• Low closing costs
• Competitive rates
• Local servicing

With rates at historic lows, now’s a 
great time to refinance. Talk to one of 
our Mortgage Loan Originators today. 
Call us at 508-994-9971.
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Congratulations to Fairhaven High School seniors
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Press Release 
WESTPORT -- Westport Superinten -

dent of Schools Gary Reese is pleased 
to report that a senior in the Westport 
Jr./Sr. High School Class of 2020 has 
been keeping busy during the 
ongoing school closure by making his 
community a cleaner place to live. 

Senior Adam Charest has started 
the Quarantine Clean-Up project, 
meant to encourage Westport resi -
dents to clean up if they see trash or 
other items while outside. 

“Every day, when driving, running 
or walking, I noticed garbage or litter 
that covers the roadsides and 
woods,” Charest said. “For a long time 
I have gone to beach clean-ups and 
other events, but I feel like three 
times a year is not even close to 
enough to making an impact.” 

So when the quarantine resulting 
from the COVID-19 pandemic came 
around and people became isolated 
and forced indoors, Charest saw the 
opportunity to help people’s mental 
state while also supporting his love 
for helping the environment. 

“Through Quarantine Clean-Up, a 
safe and rewarding program was 
created,” he said. “I hope the members 
of our community get on board and 
support it.” 

What is Quarantine Clean-up? 
Due to people being restricted to 

their homes and more likely to order 
take-out food, the use of packaged 
goods and plastic bags is at a higher 
rate. Charest saw these waste items 
while walking along the roads of 
Westport, and started bringing a 
trash bag and some gardening gloves 
to clean up the area.  

The idea behind Quarantine Clean-
up is for others to do the same, so 
they can get some fresh air and clean 
up the environment at the same time.  

C h a r e s t 
e n c o u r a g e s 
others to make a 
positive impact in 
the community 
during these 
difficult times. As 
always, he 
reminds people to 
maintain proper 
social distancing 
of at least six feet 
from others when 
outside.  

“We have seen 
so many acts of 
kindness, support 
and resourceful -
ness during this 
o n g o i n g 
p a n d e m i c , ” 
Westport Jr./Sr. 
High School 

principal Mitchel Aho said. “Adam’s 
project is a terrific example of that. I 
applaud him for his thoughtfulness 
and encourage residents to follow his 
lead by making our community a 
cleaner, happier place.” 

Anyone who takes part in the 
Quarantine Clean-up can share 
photos of their clean-up efforts with 
Charest by emailing him at 
charestadam@gmail.com. 

•••

Class of 2020 Quarantine Cleanup Project

i911, helping the Coast Guard save lives

Senior Adam Charest, pictured with his mother and Westport Jr./Sr. 
High School educator Heidi Charest, has started the Quarantine 
Clean-Up project, meant to encourage Westport residents to clean 
up if they see trash or other items while outside. Photo courtesy 
Westport Community Schools.

USCG Press Release 
First Coast Guard District command 

center crews, from Maine to Northern 
New Jersey, have a new tool to help 
distressed mariners come home to their 
families after being out to sea. 

The i911 program allows for watch -
standers to use a mariner’s cellphone 
number to assist in finding their loca tion 
for CG rescue crews to locate them faster. 
Once the number is entered, the mariner 
receives a text message authorizing them 
to share their location with the U.S. Coast 
Guard. Once shared, the internal cell 
phone’s GPS, which uses satellites to 
pinpoint the mariner’s location, is 
displayed on a screen for watch standers 
to aid in the search for them. 

This software is already available to 
first responder agencies across the 
country. It was developed by Callyo Inc. 
and is a free service for all first 
responders, including the USCG. 

“What’s cool about my job is that I get 
to learn about new technology, and how 

we can apply it to help the Coast Guard,” 
said Lt. Anne Newton, Coast Guard Research 
and Develop ment Center. “The second I saw 
Callyo’s presentation, I knew this would 
help command centers tremendously.” 

Depending on the cell phone service, 
i911 can determine locations of distressed 
mariners from up to 15–20 nautical miles 
offshore. During the pilot period, more 
than 38,000 search and rescue cases 
across the contiguous United States were 
analyzed, and 89%of all SAR cases took 
place within 20 nautical miles off shore. 

It’s not a perfect system though, there 
are some challenges. 

The biggest challenge was teaching 
distressed mariners how to turn on their 
location services. The i911 system will 
not work without it. 

“It’s really cool technology and already 
helped us on numerous occasions with 
search and rescue,” said Joshua Olsen, a 
command duty watchstander for Sector 
Long Island Sound. “Sometimes, we just 
need to talk people through how to share 

their location.” 
During the pilot period, the i911 

system assisted in bringing several 
mariners home including three people on 
an inflatable raft. They were blown out to 
sea and couldn’t paddle to shore due to 
high winds and strong sea currents. i911 
pin pointed their location about six miles 
offshore and rescue crews were able to 
bring them home safely. 

“It’s like Rescue 21 for the phone,” said 
Chief Petty Officer Andrew Case, a 
command duty officer at Sector South -
eastern New England, located in Woods 
Hole, MA. “It greatly decreases the time 
we spend looking for someone and gets 
the rescue crews out faster.” 

Case also said that doesn’t mean 
mariners should not have a VHF radio on 
board. The most reliable and traditional 
means of communication for mariners to 
use when in distress is VHF channel 16. 

The program is now authorized for 
USCG command centers across the entire 
service and U.S. 
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FinCom should go into 
details on streets 

Reading your issue of 4/23/20 and 
the Letter to the Editor, “FinCom is 
doing its job,” piqued my interest, 
and is causing me to stretch a 
promise I made to myself many years 
ago: Do not be involved in the affairs 
of Town Meeting in my native town of 
Fairhaven.  

As Town Moderator in our dear 
town, for near twenty years, I made it 
“my business’ to become involved in 
the operations of the Town Meeting 
and all of the movements under that 
title. One of the important functions 
back then was the Finance Commit -
tee, members being elected to office 
by the individual voting precinct 
members to serve the Town Meeting 
by investigating every warrant item 
on the Town Meeting Warrant, special 
or annual.  

I do not know what rules have been 
changed, but back then The Finance 
Committee even issued a listing of 
recommendations to the voters on 
every item on the warrant. At Town 
Meeting the selectmen usually made 
the positive motion to adopt, and the 
Finance Committee presented their 
recommendation. In the case of BPW 
items the Board of Public Works made 
the motion to adopt and the FinCom 
made its finding on each item in the 
request.  

Individual streets were discussed 
and voted on separately, as I recall. 
This gave the Town Meeting members 
more input to the discussions of each 
street repair. This did cause longer 

meetings but allowed for the input 
from the public. And after all, that is, 
or was, the point of Town Meeting.  

I recall one time there was a 
controversy about Camel Street and 
the residents of the street gathered at 
Town Meeting and presented their 
own pleadings to the members, and 
after considerable discussion, the 
motion passed and the individual 
citizens carried the day.  

Again, in closing, I apologize or 
getting involved. I am, Chet 
Hathaway, Former Moderator of Your 
Town Meeting.  

Thank You to the NeighbNews.  
Chet Hathaway, Dundee, FL 

A response to the letter 
from John Pond 

In response to John Pond’s letter 
on 4/23/20 (“Thank God” Trump is 
president), I appreciate your thought 
that we are all responsible when it 
comes to COVID19. 

Look around you: how many 
people do you see without a face 
mask? If you are wearing one: good 
for you. You are doing better than the 
fellow in the White House and his VP. 
They are supposed to set a good 
example for everybody but they 
certainly do not. Shame on them. 

You also state that you are grateful 
for a president who is a good 
business man. Well, I do have a few 
issues with that statement. Do you 
know how many times Mr Trump has 
declared bankruptcy? I do not have 
an exact number just a few examples: 
• Trump Taj Mahal: debt of 3 Billion 

in 1991 
• Trump's Castle: debt of 338 million 

in 1992 
• Trump Plaza Casinos: debt of 500 

million in 1992 
• Trump Plaza Hotel: debt of 550 

million in 1992 
• Trump Hotels and Casinos Resort: 

debt of 1.8 billion in 2004 
• Trump Entertainment Resorts:  

debt of 1.2 billion in 2009 
All filed for bankruptcy. Good 

business? Mr Trump certainly knows 
how to short change creditors: you, 
me and all the taxpayers. 

Keep paying your bills in a timely  
manner, wear your mask and you are 
on a better track than Mr Trump. 

Christiane Denkel, Fairhaven 

Editor should keep political 
views in paper 

I read Mr. Donald Preston’s letter 
to the editor, “Editor should keep 
political views out of the paper” 
(4/30/20) 

I wonder what paper he reads — 
what radio programs he listens to — 
what TV programs he watches?  

There are very few outlets for the 
news that do not let their opinions/ 
slant/bias appear or be part of the 
news. Newsprint has op-ed columns, 
radios have Rush Limbaugh and TV 
has commentators who invent the 
news! 

The Fairhaven Neighborhood News 
is a really good neighborhood paper. 
Editor, please keep writing!!!!  

Jane Cooper Brayton, 
Boston and Fairhaven 

From our readers

Press Release 
Recent graduates of Greater New 

Bedford Regional Vocational Tech-
nical High School and community 
activists are demanding that school 
administrators reverse their decision 
to eliminate the successful Fashion 
Design program.  

“The fashion industry has such a 
major impact on our economic 
structure. Fashion and apparel 
related industries employ about 1.9 
million people in the United States 
alone. More than 200 schools across 
the country offer fashion-related 
programs to prepare students for 
jobs in the industry. These programs 
build skills that are marketable not 
only in fashion but across many other 
industries,” said Abigail Rego, a 2014 

GNBRVT graduate who credits her 
enrollment in the school’s Fashion 
Design program for her subsequent 
academic and career success. 

The GNBRVT administration noti -
fied Fashion Design instructors on 
April 15 that their program was being 
discarded. 

“The Fashion Design program is 
not only excellent at preparing 
students for future scholarship and 
employment, but it is a popular 
program for women and students of 
color. It would be discriminatory to 
narrow the school’s offerings, and in 
turn alter the diversity of the 
composi tion of the student body at 
GNBRVT,” said Save Our Shops 
activist Sue Chouinard, owner of 
Dartmouth Tailoring Studio.  

Chouinard is also chairperson of 
the Fashion Design Advisory Board. 
She said the Fashion Design program, 
while successful for an array of 
students, has been a viable path for 
many talented students whose 
abilities may otherwise go unrecog -
nized because they are socially or 
economically disadvantaged.  

Several graduates of the Fashion 
Design program have written testi -
smonials for the Save Our Shops 
campaign, explaining how they have 
thrived in both academic and 
business settings.  

Diana Matos, a 2018 GNBRVT 
graduate, for example, praised the 
Fashion Design program for the 
professional experience she received 

Grads, activists decry Voc-Tech cutting fashion program

GNBRVTHS: cont’d on page 21



and career opportunities it opens.  
“The fashion industry is split into 

four main fields: design, manufactur -
ing, marketing/promo tion and retail 
sales,” she said. “Within these fields 
are hundreds of positions, and our 
high-school program allowed us to 
explore our options and prepared us 
for whichever career path we chose.” 

Ashley Clark, who graduated last 
year from Fashion Design, credited 
the program for allowing her to stay 
on track in college. 

“During this current pandemic I am 
finishing my college courses online, 
and without my back ground knowl -
edge from my four years at Voc Tech, 
I truly believe I would be struggling, if 
not falling behind, right now,” she 
said. 

Save Our Shops activists point out 
that Fashion Design prepares 
students for a dynamic and growing 
field that has strong roots in the 

Southcoast region. 
• UMass Dartmouth recently launched 

a bachelor’s degree program for 
Fashion Design, underscoring the 
value of this field of study within 
our region. 

• During the COVID-19 crisis, local 
manufacturers such as Merrow 
Manufacturing in Fall River and 
Joseph Abboud Manufacturing in 
New Bedford have been producing 
medical masks and gowns for 
health care workers and for mem -
bers of vulnerable populations. 

• GNBVRT educators produced a 
video explaining how people at 
home can produce their own 
protective masks for stemming the 
spread of COVID-19.  
“Leadership at GNBRVT is robbing 

our students of valuable opportuni -
ties by eliminating and cutting 
programs that clearly prepare them 
for bright futures,” said SOS activist 
Rosemary Heath. ••• 
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TIDE TABLE 
US Army Corps of Engineers, Cape Cod 

Canal/Wing’s Neck

Thursday 7 0830 2053 0211* 1406*
Friday 8 0920 2144 0307* 1457*
Saturday 9 1011 2234 0355* 1546*
Sunday 10 1102 2324 0435* 1628*
Monday 11 1154 ---- 0512 1709
Tuesday 12 0018 1252 0554 1754

HIGH                 LOW 
a.m.  p.m.    a.m.  p.m.

May 
2020

Support Local Journalism! 
Donate to the Neighb News through a PayPal link on our website: 

www.neighbnews.com 

FAIRHAVEN ALARM SYSTEM, SINCE 1976 
Burglar, Fire and Camera Systems. 

Ask about our low rate on U.L 24-hour alarm 
monitoring and FREE MONITORING. 

Replace your old alarm system with a new 
system for as little as $299 Complete 

FREE ESTIMATE: 508-992-7633 

HOUSE CLEANING 
Experienced cleaner, $15/hour 

Call 508-991-1104 

LOCAL ELECTRICIAN: 
28 years’ experience. Lic. #13901A. 

Small jobs preferred. Old houses a specialty. 
Generator hook-ups. Eric, 774-849-0425. 

THREADS, Sheryl Stangohr, 508-996-0750. 
Available to teach needlepoint, embroidery, 
knitting, doll making, painting, collages; custom 
designed kits and gifts.  4/23 

CAR FOR SALE 2014 Chevy Cruze, 
116K miles. One owner. $6,000. 

Call 508-400-4494. 

FARM FRESH EGGS 
$2.50 per dozen. Call 508-993-9443. 

4/16 Please leave message. 4/16 

RAY THE PLUMBER: Professsional 
plumbing and heating service you can afford. 
License # 16266. Call 508-958-0925.   ongoing 

SELLING SOMETHING? NEED TO PROMOTE 
YOUR SMALL BUSINESS? Place a classified 
ad! Only $7 for three lines, $1 each additional 
line. Call Beth at 508-979-5593. 

FIREARMS SAFETY COURSE State approved 
for Mass. license to carry firearms or FID card. 
Call Phil Lacerda, 508-989-6093.  ongoin 

SEEKING SMALL CAMPER Not a pop-up, but 
not too long, either. Hoping to get the deal of the 
century, but no junks, please. Call 508-979-5593. 

FIND ’EM 
BAD CHECK • REPO • JUDGEMENT 

(Atty. Disc.) 
Ted Silva Investigations 

http://www.TSInvestigations.net  

KW POWER WASH 
Think Spring! Vinyl siding cleaning since 1985. 

4/9  Call 774-263-2597.  4/9 

ALL PHASES OF CARPENTRY Roofs, decks, 
sid ing. Small jobs, big jobs. Free estimates. Call 
Dave, 508-971-0929.  5/21 

RETIRED MAINTENANCE WORKER 
Looking for work small jobs: carpentry, 

plumbing, landscaping, etc. Call me, tell me  
5/14  what you have John 508-951-2113.  5/14 

YARD WORK: Hedge & tree trimming, 
brush removal, clean-outs, painting. 

6/18  Call Les, 508-264-5182.  6/18 

ALL IN PERSON MEETINGS 
HAVE BEEN CANCELED 

No in-person attendance is allowed by 
the public during the COVID-19 crisis. 

The public is invited to attend/ 
participate remotely. The information 

on how to join is listed on the 
agenda. Most meetings also run live 
on the government access channel, 

and Fairhaven meetings are 
livestreamed at FairhavenTV.com 

Fairhaven Meetings 
Board of Appeals 

Tues., 6/2, Town Hall, 6 p.m. 
Board of Public Works 
Wed., 5/13, Town Hall, 6 p.m. 

Broadband Study Comm 
Tues., 5/19, Town Hall, 7 p.m. 

Conservation Commission 
Mon., 5/4, Town Hall, 6:30 p.m. 

ELECTION 
The town election has been 

postponed to 6/8 
Planning Board 

Tues., 5/12, Town Hall, 6:30 p.m. 
School Committee 

Wed., 6/3, 6:30 p.m. 
Selectboard 

Mon., 5/11, Town Hall, 4 p.m. 
Sustainability Comm. 

Tues., 5/19, Town Hall, 4 p.m. 
Town Meeting 

TM has been postponed to June 20. 

Acushnet Meetings 
ELECTION 

The town election has been 
postponed from 5/16 to 6/27 
PJ Keating Meeting 

Tues., 5/26, Ford MS, 6 p.m. 
Selectboard 

Tues., 5/19, Town Hall, 5 p.m. 
Town Meeting 

TM has been postponed to June 22. 

SEEKING...

GNBRVTHS: cont’d from page 20

LIVE-IN CNA Fairhaven. Approx. 3 hours of care 
per day. Oceanside room with deck, wifi, cable 
TV, laundry, kitchen. Call 774-202-7480.  5/7 
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with people; he goes to the store, gets 
some scratch tickets, walks his dog, 
and works in his yard. 

“I’m done with this subject,” Mr. 
Hobson said. 

Board member Cameron Durant 
said that in a perfect world everyone 
would stay in their cars, but it is not 
perfect. He said they cannot force 
people to stay in their cars, and he 
thinks the  gates should be closed, as 
well as Town Beach and similar 
properties.  

“It’s a bitter pill,” Mr. Durant said “I 
don’t like it.” 

Board member Keith Silvia said 
that he thinks people are still going to 
go and they will just park on side 
streets.  

Mr. Hobson made a motion to keep 
both the town side of Fort Phoenix 
and the Town Beach lots open.  

No one seconded the motion. 
Mr. Durant made a motion to 

temporarily close the two lots.  
Mr. Coelho seconded the motion. 

The motion did not pass with a 2-3 
vote. Mr. Coelho and Mr. Durant voted 
to close the lots, and Mr. Hobson, Mr. 
Wotton, and Mr. Silvia voted against.  

With neither motion passing both 
the Town Beach and town side of Fort 
Phoenix will remain open.  

In another matter Mr. Hobson 
asked Mr. Furtado how long town 
employees will be working only half 
the time. He said he sees lots of land -
scapers and contractors working. He 
asked why all the town employees 
cannot work, just in smaller groups. 

Mr. Furtado said he would love for 
all the town employees to be working 
normal hours, but they need to keep 
their employees safe. He said they are 
making plans to integrate employees 
back, but it might require them to 
wear masks and do mandatory 
temperature checks.  

Mr. Wotton said that only half the 
employees work each week because if 
one employee tests positive for 
COVID-19 in group A then that whole 
group will need to quarantine for two 
weeks. Because only half would be 
affected the town would still have 
group B able to work.  

Mr. Durant suggested that they 
look into making it mandatory for 
employees in town to wear masks. Mr. 
Furtado said he could discuss it with 
the health agent. 

In another matter the board dis -
cussed voting for a BPW repre -

sentative for the Marine Resources 
Committee. Mr. Coelho is the current 
representative.  

Mr. Coelho reminded Mr. Wotton 
that the Selectboard postponed the 
election, so people in office now are 
in office for longer, including Mr. 
Wotton.  

Mr. Coelho said that maybe they 
should check with the Selectboard 
because they said to postpone 
electing and appointing people to 
boards or committees.  

Mr. Hobson said he would like to 
be the representative on the MRC, but 
he is fine waiting until the election. 

The board voted to table to matter. 
In other business the board 

discussed the recycling center hours. 
Mr. Furtado asked the board if they 

would like to continue with the 
Wednesday/Saturday hours as they 

move into the month of May. Mr. 
Furtado recommended that they stick 
to the limited hours and continue to 
take only yard waste. 

Mr. Durant asked how much money 
it costs to have ABC Disposal do 
curbside pickup monthly instead of 
spending millions building a new 
recycling center.  

Mr. Furtado said that currently the 
town has a contract with ABC to 
pickup curbside yard waste for all 
four weeks of November for the 
excess amount of fall leaves and that 
costs around $18,000.  

Mr. Wotton said for weekly pick-up 
the price was somewhere around 
$275,000-$300,000, but currently 
because of COVID-19 ABC is not 
picking up yard waste anyway. 

Mr. Wotton said that he is not a 
recycling center sticker holder, so he 
is glad to give his opinion on it. 

Mr. Hobson said people are 
cleaning their houses and yards, and  
they might want to get rid of TVs, 

mattresses and bigger items as they 
are cleaning. He said he does not 
think just the two days are enough.  

Mr. Silvia said the center is only 
taking yard waste now because the 
employee needs to stay in the truck. 

Mr. Furtado said that the recycling 
center is being lenient and allowing 
people with last year’s stickers  in 
because it is hard to get this year’s 
stickers in the current situation.  

Administrative Assistant Becky 
Vento said that people can put it in a 
drop box and then the registration 
can be sent back to them.  

Mr. Furtado said they are getting a 
drop box from New Bedford next 
week that they are going to paint 
white and put the town seal on.  

Mr. Wotton said that maybe people 
can email car registrations or send in 
a photo. 

Mr. Furtado noted that email would 
be tough for people without 
technology or senior citizens.  

Mr. Wotton suggested putting a 
picture of a blank registration on the 
back of the forms so people can just 
fill out their car registration.  

Mr. Wotton suggested that 
residents can call in if they need help 
with getting a recycling sticker for 
this year and the board can leave 
residents names at the recycling 
center gate.  

In the end, the board voted 4-1, 
which Mr. Durant abstaining, to add 
hours to the Recycling Center. It will 
be open Mondays and Wednesdays, 
8:15 a.m.–3:30 p.m., and 8 a.m.–2 p.m. 
on Saturdays for yard waste only. 

The board also discussed the 
grease trap policy checklist.  

Mr. Furtado said the current 
checklist says that the grease trap 
has to separate bathroom waste from 
kitchen waste; the Board of Health 
most approve of the size of the grease 
trap based on 15 gallons per seat, the 
engineer plan has to show the 
location of the trap, size, waste 
separation and have a stamp of 
approval, the plans have to be 
approved by the Board of Health and 
plumbing inspector.  

The owner must make sure the 
grease trap is cleaned every six 
months and a copy of documentation 
of the grease trap cleaned has to be 
sent to the BPW and Board of Health 
yearly.  

The board passed the checklist 
unanimously. 

BPW: cont’d from page 14

 
The Recycling Center will  

be open Mondays and 

Wednesdays, 8:15 a.m.–3:30 

p.m., and 8 a.m.–2 p.m.  

on Saturdays for  

yard waste only. 
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HEATING OIL & DIESEL

$1.24 

Gal

Price may 
change

We strive to maintain our competitive reputation  
by reducing costs

24-Hour Service
Over 15 years’ 

 experience

508-996-8042 • 126 MacArthur Drive 
New Bedford, MA 02740

www.luzofuel.com

Fitzgerald Company
Your Hometown Roofing  
Specialist for 25 Years

Roof Replacement and Emergency Repairs 
Gutters and Chimney Work 

We also offer clean-outs and disposal services 
All work is guaranteed • Call for a free estimate

Shawn Fitzgerald • 508-353-3224 
Lic. #139884

Septic System Install & Repair 
Water Main-Water Service 
Sewer Excavation Repair 

Roof Drains — Catch Basins

Foundation Excavating 
Building Demolition 

Concrete Coring 
Site Work — Stumping – Grinding 

Trucking Rental & Deliveries — Loam, Gravel, Stone 
Low Bed Service — Dump Trailer Services 
Rock, Stump & Brush Removal & Disposal 

Stone Driveways 
Dumpster Rental Disposal Service: 15 • 20 • 30 • 40 Yard 

Tree Service 
Bucket Truck • Chipper Service 

Single Trees to Complex Lot Clearing

Free 
Estimates

Lic. &  
Insured

arneexcavating@comcast.net 
340 Converse Rd., Marion, MA 02738

We Welcome You To Visit Our Fairhaven Office Located At: 
43 Center Street, Fairhaven, MA 02719 | 888.491.9993 | howeallen.com

Are you looking for island living with modern amenities? This 
beautifully finished cottage is nicely situated on Fairhaven's 
hidden gem, West Island! This home features many views of 
the glistening waters of Buzzards Bay. This stunning home 
features 3 generously sized bedrooms, as well as a large 
bonus room! You will be amazed at this homes endless 
modern updates including its brand new kitchen with 
stainless steel appliances and granite countertops. There are 
also beautiful new hardwood floors and recessed lighting all 
throughout the entire home. You can also marvel on the brand 
new roof, windows, siding, insulation, plumbing, electrical, 
water main, and central heating and air conditioning system 
on propane gas to make the home best suitable for both 
winter and summer conditions. This home is turnkey and 
waiting for its new owners to fall in love! Additional space is 
available on the second floor. Property is officially deemed 
not in a flood zone. Deeded rights to West Island Beach. 

                 115 Cottonwood Street | West Island, Fairhaven | $419,000

For further information on this property or to schedule a showing, please contact our listing agent, Jan MacGregor. 
Mobile: 774.992.8220 | Email: jan@howeallen.com



508-995-8816 • Anthony David 
833 Mt. Pleasant St. • New Bedford • www.CycloneCleaning.com

You have the 
RIGHT to choose 
your contractor. 

Don’t let ANYONE 
tell you otherwise.

Call us for all your heavy cleaning needs, 
carpet cleaning and hard floor care

General Contractor
Licensed General Contractor  

for 40 years 
 
 

Our Services Include All Aspects  
of Your Interior/Exterior 

Remodeling Needs 

Marc A. Gadbois • 508-992-0226

MA Const. Sup. Lic. # 003000 
MA Home Imp. Lic. #127675

EPA Lead Safe Certified 
Fully Insured

Materials Supplied by ABC Supply Company

Reliable, quality services at prices to satisfy. 

Call Ron: 774-451-4521 
Email: ronslawns.rr@gmail.com

Now accepting new clients for  
weekly or bi-weekly mowing. 

DEDICATED TO A JOB WELL DONE! 
Which is why I’ve earned my excellent reputation  

that I’m very proud of.


