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Fairhaven High School senior class president Abigail Bernardo literally jumps for joy after receiving her diploma on 5/31/20 at a different 
kind of commencement ceremony that included face masks and social distancing due to the COVID-19 restrictions. See page 10 for 
story. Photo by Beth David 

A different kind of commencement



Well, this is it. The big gradua -
tion issue. The seniors have 
graduated and are on their way 
to the next phase of their lives. 

It was different this year. But it 
was still lots of fun. The kids are 
jumping for joy (literally, see the 
cover); the parents are crying, and lots of people are there 
to cheer them on....oh, wait, that sounds like a pretty 
traditional commencement ceremony, huh? 

Well, it was different, but some things just don’t change, 
right? 

They didn’t get to walk across the field, but, then again, 
on rainy days the ceremony takes place in the 
squeezatorium anyway. 

I meant to come up with some brilliance for this space 
this week, but the extra large issue (40 pages!) just ate 
away all my time. So, here I am at the last minute again. 

I will say this, so that you may benefit from my 63 years 
of experience living a life that is not exactly traditional. 
Live your best life. Be true to yourself. Find a world view 
that fits in with your values and live your life accordingly. 
Stick with your principles, but don’t be cruel. It’s okay to 
make fun, but only if you can take a joke, too. 

Go out into the world, little grasshoppers. Make us 
proud. 

Our special issue for the seniors also includes the 
speeches...er...written remarks by the superintendent, 
principal, valedictorian, salutatorian, and a pretty good 
send-off in writing, to the two retiring teachers. 

And, we even we have other news this week. We aren’t 
ignoring ALL of it. We have meeting coverage and a couple 
of other gems in here...got that recipe in, yup, I did. 

We have elections in Fairhaven on Monday (see page 4), 
COVID update (okay, it’s tiny) on page 37; and we even 
managed to get a picture in of our police department 
kneeling with protesters.  

Yes, it’s that kind of year that these kids are graduating 
in. But, y’know what? They’ll be okay. They’ll be better 
than okay.  

They know how to navigate this stuff better 
than many of us. 

Until next week then, to steal 
from Mr. Kulak: carpe diem,  
ad astra 
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Paula 
Jardin 
It is with 

great sadn -
ess, yet a 
tremendous 
amount of 
a p p r e c i a  -
tion that we 

acknowl edge the retirement of Paula 
Jardin from Fairhaven High School. 
We are so thankful to have had the 
opportunity to learn from her, laugh 
with her, and to have been cared for 
by her for so many successful years. 
Any student who has been fortunate 
enough to have been taught by Mrs. 
Jardin, and any staff member who has 
had the good fortune to work with 
her, is immediately struck by how 
thought ful, hardworking and 
dedicated she is — qualities we all 
strive for. She has been an advocate 
and a pillar of strength for everyone 
in the Fairhaven school community. 

Along with her dedication to 
teaching, devotion to her students, 
and nurturing nature, Mrs. Jardin is 
also known for some of her colorful 
colloquialisms. Anyone who has ever 
been in a meeting with Mrs. Jardin 
has at one point been reduced to 
tears of laughter. Whether it be 
talking about all the possibilities by 
saying, “and if my grandmother had 
wheels, she’d be a wagon,” or 
someone’s state of confusion by 
commenting, “they don’t know if 

they’re on foot or horseback,” any 
conversation with Mrs. Jardin is one 
that we will not soon forget (even if 
we are still trying to figure out exactly 
what she meant by “someone finding 
themselves in some pretty tight 
sneakers” or what a “Dutch Uncle” is). 

Mrs. Jardin’s passion for history 
and her seemingly endless supply of 
knowledge is rivaled only by her care 
for others. No holiday, or in many 
cases department meetings, went 
without some of Mrs. Jardin’s 
tremendous treats and her culinary 
expertise. This was not only limited 
to her staff, but students as well. One 
of the highlights of any of Mrs. 
Jardin’s A.P. U.S. History classes was 
the end-of-year feast. Mrs. Jardin 
worked her students hard, but the 
feast was her way to reward her 
students while at the same time 
giving them the opportunity to relax, 
converse as equals, and not stress-
out too much before the big test. 
Luckily, most of the history 
department is located on the third 
floor so we’re able to work off some of 
the weight we’ve gained from Mrs. 
Jardin’s baking.  

The Fairhaven High School History 
Department will miss her passion, her 
work-ethic, her cheer, and her love 
for others. Though we are sad that we 
will not be seeing Mrs. Jardin in 
school next year, we are so blessed 
and eternally grateful for our 
experiences with her. We know that 
Mrs. Jardin will always be available to 

help col -
leagues and 
s t u  d e n t s 
long after 
she retires, 
so long as it 
d o e s n ’ t 
i n t e r r u p t 
her time 
with her beloved pup “Oskah.” We’d 
also like to thank her loving husband 
Ron and her son Ian for sharing Mrs. 
Jardin with us. She is the definition of 
the backbone of a community. The 
history department has big shoes to 
fill and we cannot wait until we get to 
take Mrs. Jardin to the Pasta House 
and celebrate her retirement 
together. 

Congratulations Mrs. Jardin — you 
have earned it. Fairhaven High School 
congratulates you and will miss you 
dearly. Thank you for being you. 
Matt, Ben, Mike, Greg, Rob, and Nick  

Qualities:  
• Caring 
• Hardworking 
• Dedicated 
• Driven 
• Advocate 

Favorite Sayings (Paula-isms): 
(Those random old idioms that we 
crack up at)  
• And if my grandmother had wheels 

she’d be a wagon. 
• He (or she) doesn’t know if they’re 

on foot or horseback. 

2020 Inductees to the FHS National Honor Society

Saying “farewell” to two retiring Fairhaven HS teachers

RETIRE: cont’d on page 24

The following are the 
2020 Inductees into 
the Fairhaven High 

School National 
Honor Society 

Seniors  
Althea J Doherty  
Dylan A Fonseca  
Madelyn L Pereira  

Juniors  
Jillian M Constant  
Jian D Knight  
Aidan T Milton  
Samuel R Rocha  
Bradley J Sylvia  

Sophomores  
Kennedie J Alcock  
Layla S Almeidia  
Cailtriona M Andre  
Faith L Baptista  
Willow E Berg  
Emerson Brougault  
Lindsey M Bourgeois  
Samantha A Brodeur  
Ariana R Bucha  
Olivia S Cambra  
Kelly A Cantara  
Seth A Correia  
Sarah A DeSousa  

Allison E Ferreira  
Mason T Forcier  
Sydney J Foster  
Neely L Francis  
Jake A Gallagher  
Sydney E Gallagher  
Nahjae E Galleano  
Jazlyn D Gonsalves  
Nicholas D Grace  
Hadley E Hunt  
Grace N Imbeau  
Kathryn I Isaksen  
Lilly A Lafleur  
Jacob L Larocque  

Brenna Medeiros  
Emma R Moniz  
Kaci R Pacheco  
Astha B Patel  
Diya G Patel  
Ava R Pepin  
Holly G Perdigao  
Caitlyn R Plummer  
Olivia R Quintin  
Shawna F Raymond  
Liam H Reynolds  
Ariana M Ribeiro  
Nathan R Ribeiro  
Gabriela L Rocha-

Medeiros  
Samantha Q Sauve  
Chrysanthi R 

Skaliotis  
Abigail G Smith  
Zachary H Souza  
Mariel D Surprenant  
Caitlyn O Tavares  
Nathan P Tavares  
Lily R Thomas  
Marina A Torres  
Katherine M Tortorella  
Emma D Whynacht 
Mindy Zhang 

Fairhaven High School history teacher Paula Jardin and  
Math Teacher Philip Harding are both retiring this year.  

The school submitted the following “farewells” to them for  
publication in this special graduation issue. 

Phil HardingPaula Jardin
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Fairhaven Historical Society announces scholarship winner
Press Release 

The Fairhaven Historical Society is 
pleased to announce the winner of 
the 2020 Enrique Goytizolo Scholar -
ship. Matthew Elliott, a senior at 
Fairhaven High School, will receive 
the $1,000 scholarship which will go 
towards his expenses in college this 
coming academic year. He was 
selected by a committee who anony -
mously reviewed the essays which 
were submitted. 

Matthew has been in AP classes 
since his sophomore year, is the 

captain of his soccer team, a member 
of the tennis team, and also volun -
teers his time with local charities.  

Awarded by the Fairhaven Historical 
Society annually, The Enrique 
Goytizolo Scholarship recognizes a 
Fairhaven-resident graduating high 
school senior planning to pursue 
study at an accredited institution of 
higher learning. 

The scholarship is given in honor 
of Enrique Goytizolo’s dedication to 
preserving the history of the Town of 
Fairhaven and his vital role in leading 

the Fairhaven Historical Society for 
many years.  

The Fairhaven Historical Society, 
Inc. is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organiza -
tion dedicated to the preservation of 
Fairhaven’s historically-significant 
items and the promotion of the 
history and cultural welfare of the 
Town of Fairhaven  

For more information, visit https:// 
www.fairhavenhistory.org, or email 
historicalsocietyfairhaven@gmail. 
com; P.O. Box 212, Fairhaven, MA 
02719.

Fairhaven votes Monday: Wear a mask, bring your own pen
Due to restrictions as a result of 

the COVID-19 pandemic, the town of 
Fairhaven postponed its election. But, 
election day is finally around the 
corner. Fairhaven votes Monday, 6/8, 
polls are open 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. 

The Town Clerk’s office has 
instituted strict cleaning/sanitizing 
protocols at all polling places, 
including disinfecting spray, paper 
towels, masks and gloves for poll 
workers, plexiglass at the check-in/ 
check-out tables. Each booth will be 
wiped down after someone votes. 

Voters are asked to bring their 
OWN pens, black or blue ink only; 
and will be required to wear masks. 

Signage and floor markings will 
help to keep voters at least six feet 
apart from each other. The number of 
voting booths at each polling place 
has also been reduced to keep within 
the social distancing guidelines. 

Town Clerk Carolyn Hurley said that 
absentee ballots have been “rolling in.” 

“It’s fantastic,” she said. 
Absentee voting will help cut down 

the number of in-person voters at the 

polls. She said they have mailed out 
about 270 absentee ballots and have 
received about 165 back. Usually, she 
gets about 50 absentee ballots. 

Technically, it is not too late to 
vote by absentee ballot, but as a 
practical matter, it probably will not 
work. Deadline to get an application 
is Friday, 6/5, at noon. But, because  
no one is allowed inside town hall due 
to the pandemic, the application has 
to be mailed, then mailed back to be 
counted, ALL by Monday. Call the  
508-979-4023, Ext. 3 with questions.

Moby Dick Marina

2 River Ave. • Fairhaven • 508-994-1133 • www.mobydickmarina.com

CONGRATULATIONS 
to the 

Class of 2020

CONGRATULATIONS 
2020 GRADUATES

Pine Grove Chiropractic 
Dr. Carol Duphily • 508-998-8444 

934 Ashley Boulevard • New Bedford 

21 Berdon Way (Job Lot plaza) • Fairhaven 
Mon.–Sat., 9 a.m.–8 p.m. • Sun., 10 a.m.–8 p.m. (SUBJECT TO CHANGE) 

www.dorothycox.com • 508-996-2465 • 774-678-0713 (Wareham)

ICE CREAM OPEN FOR THE SEASON: 
Call it in, we’ll take it out to you.

Congratulations 
Graduates! 

May all your dreams come true

Fitzgerald Company
Your Hometown Roofing Specialist for 25 Years

Shawn Fitzgerald • 508-353-3224 
Lic. #139884

Congratulations 
Class of 2020

W
WOODACRE LAW GROUP

Certified Mediator and Counsellor at Law 
Mattapoisett Wharf and Wellesley

TEL: 781-237-6020 • LorriWoodacre@gmail.com 
www.woodacrefamilylaw.com

508-992-6622 
40+ YEARS EXPERIENCE 

Fairhaven, MA

Congratulations, Class of 2020
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Town meeting will be shorter, remote
By Jean Perry 

Special to the Neighb News 
Fairhaven Town Meeting members will 

tackle a much shorter warrant than 
originally planned when they remotely 
attend Fairhaven’s first-ever virtual Annual 
Town Meeting on 6/27. 

The Fairhaven Selectboard on May 28 
approved Town Administrator Mark Rees’s 
proposal to shorten the warrant from 53 
articles to just 19 in order to streamline the 
unprece dented and otherwise untested 
virtual town meeting process. 

The updated warrant will focus on 
articles that are time sensitive and deemed 
essential, Mr. Rees said. One of those 
essential articles features the fiscal year 
2021 budget, which Mr. Rees said would 
likely be affected by an uncertainty of 
revenue stemming from the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

The remote town meeting itself could 
also affect the FY21 budget should logistical 
challenges arise and town meeting need to 
be resched uled. In preparation, the board 
approved Mr. Rees’s strategy of adopting a 
“one-twelfth” FY21 budget as a contingency 
should something go wrong or if town 
meeting is ultimately postponed. 

A one-twelfth budget is the result of 

taking the FY20 budget and dividing it by 12 
in order to formulate a budget that can at 
least cover the expenditures for July, the 
first month of the fiscal year. 

With that approved, Mr. Rees said he 
would prepare a “one-third” FY21 budget for 
Town Meeting to adopt, to maintain town 
services for four months into FY21. 

A special town meeting could later be 
held to adopt a final FY21 budget after social 
distancing measures are further loosened. 

The Selectboard decided to hold a 
meeting on June 3 to review the warrant and 
make article recom mendat ions for TM 
members. 

The 2020 Annual Town Meeting is 
scheduled for Saturday, 6/27, at 9:00 a.m., 
and town meeting members will attend the 
meeting via Zoom. 

In other matters, Mr. Rees said that the 
town is preparing for an antici pated June 8 
reopening of Town Hall and other municipal 
buildings to the public. 

Mass. Governor Charlie Baker must first 
approve starting Phase 2 of the state’s 
reopening plan, which could be decided 
over the weekend as long as COVID-19 cases 
continue to decline. 

Preparations for reopening at Town Hall 
include Plexiglas shields at public counters, 

hand sanitizer dispensers installed 
throughout the building, and a number of 
social distancing markers on the floor to 
ensure a six-foot distance for those waiting 
in line. 

“I think we’re in a good position,” Mr. 
Rees said. “But we have not heard any 
finalization of that [June 8] date.” 

Fairhaven Health Agent Mary Freire-
Kellogg said COVID-19 cases continue to rise 
in Fairhaven, predominantly within 
congregate residential housing communities. 

“Everybody seriously needs to pay 
attention to social distancing,” said Ms. 
Freire-Kellogg adding that if you cannot 
stand six feet from people, wear a mask. “It’s 
very, very important. We’re seeing multiple 
cases in the same location, basically … 
where people are congregating together.” 

Ms. Freire-Kellogg said the Health 
Department has given the Police 
Department additional masks to distribute 
to residents that need them, and the 
Housing Authority now has masks and 
thermometers available for housing tenants. 

“And we have more to give out if we need 
to,” said Friere-Kellogg. “We’re just trying to 
keep up with the changes. It changes every 
minute of every day, so … we adjust 
accordingly.”

CONGRATULATIONS 

CLASS OF 2020

Thomas Livesey Memorial Club Proudly Announces 
The 2020 Scholarship Recipients: 

RYLEE SNIEZEK • ASHLEY HILLER • BOSTON RODRIGUES 
QUINN ALLAIRE • MEREDITH SILVA (GNBRVTHS)

11 Hopkins Street • Fairhaven
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A message from the superintendent to the class of 2020
From Robert N. Baldwin 

Superintendent, 
Fairhaven Public Schools 

Now more than ever I will have to 
keep this Commencement Address 
short and to the point because you will 
have the opportunity to fast forward 
right through this part of the ceremony. 
It has become tradition that every year 
I do not write my speech until the 
morning of the graduation ceremony. 
So here come some random thoughts 
that pertain to your class on the 
morning that I will give this speech. 
First of all, I want you to know that out 
of all of the students affected by this 
once-in-a-century pandemic, I was most 
heart broken for you. 

But my last lecture to you will 
emphasize using what you have learned 
as opportunity and not dwelling on the 
negativity a crisis like this one could 
create. You can choose to use it to 
complain. You can choose to use this to 
make excuses for falling short of your 
ambitions. Or you can choose to use 
this to blame others for why you didn’t 
accomplish what you set out to 
accomplish. 

But you need to think of that story of 

the two twins in the dung heap that I 
recently shared with you. Because you 
have learned that not everything that 
you plan for in life goes as designed and 
that you need to deal with adversity 
with integrity, that you are one step 
ahead of the rest, because here at FHS 
you have been taught about grit and 
culture and attitude being the 
difference makers. 

In the fall of 2018 alone, you 
experienced 11 true rainouts, with 
multiple days of impact following each. 
There were 27 rescheduled events, 
mostly due to standing water and 
unplayable conditions on our fields. 
You were placed at a competi tive 
disadvantage because we could not and 
cannot practice on rainy days, or 
snowy starts to spring. Soccer 
practices were condensed to a 
basketball court, and field hockey was 
confined to Zumba workouts in the 
Performing Arts Center. 

Coupled with the constraints of the 
schedule from opposing schools, this 
con tinues to force our teams to play in 
marginal conditions, or in multiple 
back-to-back scenarios, like playing 
seven field hockey games in 10 days, 

including senior night. This impacts 
both competitive advantage and player 
safety, and ultimately diminishes the 
outcomes of what you work so hard for. 

The EEE threat impacted your 2019 
fall season as well. You had to endure a 
Dusk to Dawn curfew for all outdoor 
practices and games, no team practices 
prior to 7:30 a.m., and all practices and 
games were completed by 6 p.m. 

A fitting way for future students and 
past alumni to see first hand how you 
personified our ideals of ambition, 
perseverance, and integrity during your 
tenure here at FHS is to name the 
proposed turf stadium field, “The Class 
of 2020 Field.” 

The process for this dedication was 
proposed to the Fairhaven School 
Committee On April 8, 2020. The 
Fairhaven School Committee directed 
me to begin the Naming/Re-naming 
Policy process. A group of individuals 
representing a cross section of the 
town’s interests met on April 30, 2020, 
to unanimously recommend to the 
Fairhaven School Committee the 
naming of the new athletic turf field at 
our stadium the “Class of 2020 Field”. 

BALDWIN: cont’d on next page

Congratulations, Athena Borges

Love, Uncle Randy and Auntie Glenna

Congratulations to the 
Fairhaven High School 

Class of 2020
As I stated in my letter to each of you, 

“As you graduate please remember  
all that you have accomplished and  
the person that you have become.  
I know you will make a difference 

in this great world...you already have! 
I wish you sincere Congratulations and  

thank you for your patience  
during all of this.”

Best of luck! 
Congratulations!  

Selectman 
Charlie Murphy

Paid for by the Committee to Elect Charles K. Murphy, Sr.
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BALDWIN: cont’d from previous page
In the short term, a once-in-a-century 

pandemic has derailed your senior 
spring. For the long-term, I cannot think 
of a better symbol of your contribution 
here than to leave your high school 
much better than you left it by naming 
the turf athletic field on your behalf! 

I recently shared with you that it has 
been 40 years since my class graduated 
from Fairhaven High School. I spared 
you the lettermen’s jacket today. Our 
class song was by Heatwave. It was 
called Always and Forever. We loved it 
and believed fully that the words were 
guideposts for our future lives. 

“And I know tomorrow will still be 

the same cause we have a life of love 
that won’t ever change.” 

The song lyrics that I share with you 
today are more realistic. Class of 2020, I 
believe that we are channeling our 
inner Hannah Montana, because the 
song lyrics that I chose for your class 
are from The Climb by Miley Cirus.  

There’s always going to be another 
mountain 

There’s always going to be an uphill 
battle 

It’s not about how fast you get there…
.It’s about the climb 

Keep Movin 
Keep Climbin 

Keep the Faith 
It’s about the climb 
And finally my last call to you. Class 

of 2020… 
This is Dr. Baldwin Superintendent of 

Schools. Because you have learned first 
hand when your school buildings were 
closed in the Spring of your senior year, 
I am informing you that On May 31, 
2020, the day of your gradua tion from 
Fairhaven High School your lives are 
wide open to follow all of your 
opportunities, dreams, and goals for 
the rest of your life.  

Please stay safe!

Congratulations 
to our 

Fairhaven High School graduates: 
Andrew, Brody and Jack 

34 Center Street • Fairhaven, MA • 508-993-3368

From the First Congregational 
Church, UCC, Fairhaven

A message from the principal
From Andrew Kulak 

Principal of Fairhaven High School 
Good Afternoon  
Welcome — family, friends, staff, and 

especially the class of 2020.  
Class — You are Now Graduates — 

and alumni of this remarkable high 
school  

In your journey through high school, 
you have persevered and achieved a 
significant milestone in your life. 

Be Proud of that achievement.  

Graduating from high school is a 
challenge and you have done it with 
grace and dignity.   

I am sure that when you began high 
school four short years ago, you never 
thought that your senior year would 
end in the middle of a pandemic.  

Things can change in an instant and 
history is made.  

Life is like that — So — Spend more 
of your time looking ahead to the 
wonderful things life has to offer. 

Engage and enjoy Life — And when you 
do look back, you can do so with a 
smile.  

So as you move on, into the world, 
remember to  

Be well  
Be safe  
Be strong  
And Be Remarkable  
Congratulations Class of 2020  
Carpe Diem  
Ad Astra
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Valedictorian: We’re rolling with the punches, adapting

Congratulations to  

the FHS Class of 2020

From Fairhaven sophomore Diego Perry

Congratulations, Jenna!! 
We are very proud of you!

Love, Gary, Pattie & Gracie

By Jean Perry 
Special to the Neighb News 

The “drive-through” graduation 
ceremony preceded by an unprece -
dented school semester of online 
learning from home was certainly 
unconventional, but as Fairhaven 
Class of 2020 Valedictorian Olivia 
Maciel pointed out in her prepared 
speech: “We’re probably the only 
graduating class in recent history 
that’s going to have a story to tell like 
this.” 

Typical high school years are 
challenging times, which Maciel 
acknowledged are fraught with 
pressure to acquire academic 
achievement and social success, and 
the inherent loneliness of one’s inner 
struggle to feel “good enough.” 

But the “suffering” high school 
induces, said Maciel, is what prepares 
one to become the person they are 
destined to be. Suffering in the form 
of, as Maciel recalled, “sitting through 
painfully long presentations on The 
Odyssey helped us improve our public 
speaking. Our first week of finals 
helped to prepare us for multiple 
three-hour AP sittings. 

“You didn’t make the cut for 
varsity? You learned from it. You 
practiced harder. And maybe you 
landed a varsity position the next 
year,” said Maciel. “The times we 
experienced suffering gave us a 
chance to look into ourselves and see 
where we could improve.” 

Maciel urged her classmates to 
reflect on any negative experience 
from the last four years. For Maciel, it 
was a three-day suspension during 
her junior year that, at the time, felt 
like the end of the world. 

“As far as I was concerned, my high 
school days were over,” said Maciel, 
worried at the time that her college 
applications would be rejected and 
scholarships denied “because I had 
wiped clean my last three years of 
mild success with this one, albeit 
huge, mistake.” But looking back, said 
Maciel, “It motivated me to be better 
and to start moving past some things 
I thought I could never move on from. 

 “…And here I am today,” she said, 
adding, “All of us have felt that way … 
but look at who you are now. You 
made it here. You’re thriving despite 
all of the past expectations that … 

maybe you were not good enough. 
But you were.” 

As Maciel sees it, “High school 
made us all suffer because there were 
so many avenues and so much time 
for that suffering to occur.” And she  
listed the myriad blocks of time that 
comprise the five-day school week 
that runs on a seven-day school 
schedule — at least until Covid-19 
came. 

“We’re the first graduating class to 
transition the end of their senior year 
entirely onto some beaten up 
Chrome books with a graduation 
made possible by petroleum,” said 
Maciel. “Really, this sucks for all of us 
and I would hate to pretend like it 
doesn’t. 

“We’re missing the things we all 
thought we were going to have by 
now — the elaborate prom, the 
normal graduation, … the last few 
warm, summery days in the halls of 
our beloved school, gone.” 

But even while missing out, Maciel 
said the graduates have also gained a 
lot. 

“We’ve learned how to learn online, 
MACIEL: cont’d on page 35



Fairhaven Neighborhood News Thursday, June 4, 2020 Page 9 

I am running for re-election to the Fairhaven Board of 
Selectmen in the Monday June 8th Annual Town Election. 
My opponent for this seat has repeatedly made statements 
that are incorrect or misleading. Please allow me the oppor -
tu nity to set the record straight.  

Despite what my opponent claims, the Town 
Administrator is not requesting a full time Assistant Town 
Administrator. Before the COVID health emergency, the 
Town Administrator’s proposed budget included the 
additional responsibilities to the current Director of Human 
Resources to provide cross training, apply for grants, and 
provide back-up capacity to the Town Administrator. The 
Town Administrator’s pre-COVID recommended budget 
established a reserve of $10,000 only to be spent if, after 
careful analysis, reclassifications were warranted for both 
the Assistant Town Administrator/HR Director and Finance 
Director positions. This request has not yet formally come 
to the Selectmen for a vote. Given the COVID-19 emergency, 
the Town Administrator is working on a revised FY21 budget 
that has withdrawn the request for these reclassifications in 
favor of conserving resources to maintain current staffing levels.  

While my opponent does not say which employees he 
does not want to have vehicles to drive to their home, he is 
referring to the current Building Commissioner and Board 
of Health Agent. What he neglects to say is that both these 
employees are on call 24 hours a day to respond to emergen -
cies and that individuals who held these positions 
previously were also provided with vehicles for this purpose. 

My opponent also states he is against spending $40 
million dollars for a new public safety facility “when there 
are other avenues to pursue at much less cost,” which he 
clearlly fails to detail! The preliminary estimates for this 
facility are based on what we need to provide our first 
responders so that they can do their job in protecting the 
residents of Fairhaven. All must be done in compliance 
with state procurement laws, public construction building 
codes and prevailing wage law. Obviously, due to COVID-
19 budget issues, this project is on hold. Regardless, your 
voice would be heard through public hearings and at town 
wide vote.  

Finally, when my opponent says he is opposed to 
dividing Town Hall positions, he is speaking about the 
Conservation Agent/Sustainability Officer. Previously, the 

prior Building Commissioner was paid a stipend to work 
approximately 10 hours a week as the town’s conservation 
agent. We then decided this was not a sufficient dedication 
of resources to protect our very important wetlands and our 
town’s great assets: our beautiful ocean front, tidal marshes 
and in-land waters.  

I am proud to say that I supported the creation of the 
Conservation Agent/Sustainability Officer position which in 
the short time it has been in existence, in addition to 
protecting our critical natural resources, has also brought in 
$283,000 in grant funding.  

Let me tell you what else I am proud of:  
• Adding four new firefighters/EMTs (paid mostly from 

ambulance fees) and replacing a 34-year-old ladder truck 
to the Fairhaven Fire Department to ensure that when 
you have an emergency, we are able to respond quickly 
with sufficient personnel and reliable equipment. 

• Restructuring the command structure of the Police 
Department to improve operations. This has helped the 
Fairhaven Police Department in being certified by the 
Massachusetts Police Accreditation Commission, 
demonstrating adherence to the highest levels of 
professionalism in police work.  

• Supporting the budget requests of the Fairhaven Public 
Schools, including the addition of a second School 
Resource Officer (Police Officer) which has resulted in 
our schools being among the best in the South Coast.  

• The adoption of a five-year capital plan that has allowed 
us to better maintain our buildings, equipment, streets 
and sidewalks, improve our water front including 
improvements to Union Wharf and a comprehensive 
dredging program and address environmental mandates.  

• The $4.3 million dollars in grants the town has received 
in the last three years that has paid for much of these 
infrastructure improvements, but also allowed the town 
to come into the 21st century in regards to technology 
and modern operating policies and procedures.  

• Strong financial management that has resulted in the 
town’s bond rating from having a “negative” outlook to 
AA+, one step below AAA. We have built up over the 
past few years financial reserves to $11.4 million dollars 
which will allow us to weather the coming economic 
downturn as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic.  
All of this has been achieved while keeping your 

property taxes as low as possible. Last year the average 
single-family tax bill in Fairhaven ranked 303 out of 351 
municipalities the Commonwealth, a position (plus or 
minus one or two points) we have held for the last 9 years.  

My opponent’s campaign slogan is “Change is in your 
hands”. Change has always been in your hands. A vote for 
my opponent will allow the Town to “change” back to the 
“good old boy cronyism” government we had in the past, 
while a vote for me will continue the “change” that started 
when I was first elected your Selectmen 12 years ago, to 
provide a more professional, effective government focused 
on improving services to our residents in an efficient and 
cost effective manner.  

I respectfully ask for your vote on Monday June 8th, 2020. 
Yours in Service, Charlie

Paid for by the Committee to Elect Charles K. Murphy, Sr.

RE-ELECT CHARLES K. MURPHY, SR., SELECTMAN 
PROVEN LEADERSHIP, BRIGHT FUTURE
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A different kind of graduation sends FHS seniors into world
By Beth David 

Editor 
The word “awesome” got bandied 

about quite a bit at the non-
traditional com mence ment ceremony 
for Fairhaven High School graduates 
on Sunday, 5/31/20. Parents, school 
officials, and even students seemed a 
bit surprised at how much everyone 
seemed to love the event, which 
consisted of a parade from Acushnet 
to Fairhaven High School in a route 
that took students to Fort Phoenix 
and past all their elementary schools. 

Members of the community in 
Acushnet and Fairhaven lined the 
whole route. Parents, students, and 
school staff all expressed amazement 
when the event wrapped up at the 
high school. 

Students rode up in the passenger 
side, walked one by one through a 
balloon arch with their masks on; 
picked up their diplomas instead of 
having it handed to them; then took 
off their masks for a photo; then 
headed back to their cars at the 
school entrance. 

During the parade and as they 
drove by the school, drivers honked 
their horns, students hung out the 
windows giving fist pumps, with cell 
phones recording, and the public 
lining the road followed suit. 

The procession went to Fort 
Phoenix, then passed by the two 
elementary schools, then went to the 
middle school where the cars 
regrouped for the ride to the high 
school to pick up their diplomas. 

Due to COVID-19 restrictions, the 
FHS seniors were not able to have the 

traditional ceremony so beloved by 
FHS alumni, parents, and school staff.  
The school building has been closed 
since March 13, so seniors finished 
out their senior year remotely. 

“It’s been a challenge,” said FHS 
principal Andrew Kulak. “But it also 
creates an opportunity to do things a 
little differently.” 

He noted that the institution of 
school has not changed in more than 
100 years. It is, however, also a little 
early to know if those changes are 
good or bad. 

With some students, it was “well 
received,” he said, but it has been a 
“challenge” for others. He said he is 
hoping they will be able do things 
better in the future. 

“The kids will adjust and adapt to 
doing things a new way,” he said.  

It is unclear if students will be 
allowed in the building in the fall. He 
is waiting for the guidelines. 

“I imagine we will be in school. I 
hope we will be in school,” said Mr. 
Kulak, but acknowledged it will more 
likely be a combination of remote 
learning and classes in the building. 

“The safety element is key,” for 
students and staff, he said. 

“Out of crisis comes opportunity,” 
said superintendent of schools 
Robert N. Baldwin. “As a community, 
there has not been a whole lot of 
opportunity for us to come together. 
What better way to come together 
than to celebrate our kids?” 

He stressed “everyone,” saying 
that it was a Herculean effort by the 
police and fire departments in both 
towns to work out the logistics. And 

the staff and faculty at each 
elementary and middle school were 
also there to greet the students.  

They also had to clear the plan 
with the town’s health agent. 

Some people, however, wanted to 
wait until the end of summer to hold 
a traditional ceremony. 

“Of course, it’s unchartered waters,” 
said Dr. Baldwin. “The kids deserve to 
graduate on time.” 

He said an August event would just 
not be the same. By then, the 
graduates should be “looking in the 
windshield,” he said, not the rearview 
mirror. 

“They will be looking at what’s 
next. We had to provide closure now,” 
he said.  

“This is unforgettable. The whole 
town is celebrating the graduates,” 
said Selectboard chairperson Charles 
K. Murphy, Sr. “I think it’s awesome 
that so many people came out to 
cheer on the graduates.” 

School Committee chairperson 

GRAD: cont’d on page 28

TOP: Gretchen Hubert can barely hold back the tears as she records her daughter Claire picking up her diploma on 5/31/20 at a different 
kind of commencement ceremony that included face masks and social distancing due to the COVID-19 restrictions. Photo by Beth David. 
LEFT: Mikenzie Perry gives a hoot and a holler to the spectators lining the street at Fairhaven High School during the parade that was 
part of the non-traditional commencement. RIGHT: Anya Aadland, the first graduate of the class of 2020 at Fairhaven High School, 
passes through the white and blue balloon arch on her way to pick up her diploma. Photos by Glenn C. Silva.
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Claire, 
we are so proud of  you.

Congratulations on your graduation from FHS 
and best of  luck at James Madison 

We love you, Mom, Dad, Sadie, and Laura

To Ali & Dory 
(our two favorite seniors)

Congratulations! 
We are so proud 

of you & so 
excited for your 
next adventures! 

We love you!

Love, 
Robin, Scott, Colin, Rebecca, Ray, Mari, Hugo, & Leo
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774-451-4521 • ronslawns.rr@gmail.com

CONGRATULATIONS 
to all graduates!

Well done, class of 2020!
508-994-9971  |  www.southernmass.com

Fairhaven | Fall River | New Bedford

From your friends at Southern Mass Credit Union

CONGRATULATIONS 
TO THE 

GRADUATING 
CLASS OF 2020

Congratulations 

to the  

Class of 2020

Lifestyle Plaza • 270 Huttleston Avenue • Fairhaven
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Congratulations Quinn
You have proven that  
no matter the obstacle 
you can rise above it 
and achieve anything 

you set your mind too. 
We are so proud of you 
and love you very much 

Mom and Dad
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Congratulations 
Gabby Girl!

Lots of Love, 
Mom,Kevin 

Memere,Pepere 
Destiny, 
Diesel,& 
Chase 

Tante & Jason

You did it without a doubt! 
Can’t wait to see what the future holds! 

We are so proud!

THANK YOU!

Fairhaven,  
Acushnet and all 

Police, Fire and EMS for 
such an amazing 

procession for our  
FHS 2020 Seniors. 

It truly was an  
amazing day.
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Congrats Emily

You’re going to do wonderful things. 
We love you! 

Mom, Dad, Reagan & Alex

Fall forward. 
Every failed experiment is  
one step closer to success. 

You’ve got to take risks. 
Denzel Washington

Your education  
is a dress rehearsal  

for a life that is  
yours to lead. 

Nora Ephron

HOURS: Mon.–Fri., 8 a.m.–7 p.m. • Sat., 8 a.m.–2 p.m. 
196 Huttleston Ave. • Fairhaven, MA • 508-509-2292

��

Congratulations, Graduates 
Best wishes as you follow your dreams
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Roofing Contractor
40 years in the 

business 
Detailed workmaship 
Attentive, personal 

service 
Certified Owens 

Corning Preferred 
Contractor

Marc A. Gadbois • 508-992-0226

MA Const. Sup. Lic. # 003000 
MA Home Imp. Lic. #127675

EPA Lead Safe Certified 
Fully Insured

Offering extended warranties available only through 
an Owens Corning Certified Preferred Roofing 

Contractor

Materials Supplied by ABC Supply Company

Congratulations 

Graduates

Fairhaven Neighborhood News

Phone: 508-979-5593 • Fax: 508-991-5580 
166 Dogwood St., Fairhaven, MA 02719 

NeighbNews@comcast.net • www.NeighbNews.com

Go confidently in the  
direction of your dreams.  

Live the life you have imagined. 
Henry David Thoreau 

��

It is impossible to live without failing at 
something, unless you live so cautiously  

that you might as well not have lived at all. 
J.K. Rowling 

Beth David, Publisher/Editor
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By Pattie Pacella 
Neighb News Correspondent 

The Acushnet Selectboard con -
tinued with their weekly meetings on 
Tuesday, 5/27/20 using Zoom Con -
ference Video.  

Town Administrator Julie Hebert 
advised the Board that she has been 
discussing with Board of Health agent 
Joe Correia a change of date for the 
Annual Town Meeting. The original 
postponement date was Monday, 
June 22; however, they discussed 
holding it on Saturday, June 20, 2020.  

Mr. Correia was present on the 
Zoom call and stated that he and 
Building Commissioner Jim Marot 
had been reviewing and analyzing the 
protocols they needed to put in place, 
due to COVID-19 at both the 
elementary and middle schools and 
felt it was best the Annual Town 
Meeting was set up for a Saturday 
meeting at the Ford Middle School. 

Mr. Correia said that once the 
gymnasium is set up per the social 
distancing requirements, it would be 
easier to clean and disinfect after the 
meeting.  

“I’m thinking the maximum capacity 

with social distancing would be 
approximately eighty people,” Mr. 
Correia said. “That includes finance 
committee, Selectboard, and a 
camera man.”  

“We’d be hard pressed to get 
eighty at a regular Town Meeting,” 
Selectboard member Kevin Gaspar 
said.  

The Selectboard voted to hold the 
Annual Town Meeting on June 20, 
2020 at 10:00 a.m. at FMS.  

The Selectboard also voted to 
allow any board or committee that 
needed to hold a public hearing to 
use the same venue, practicing the 
same social distancing if needed. The 
vote will allow the Zoning Board of 
Appeals meeting on June 9, and a 
Planning Board meeting on June 18, 
to be held at FMS. 

The board also had a brief discus -
sion on the upcoming PJ Keating 
Hearing, scheduled for June 9. 
Selectboard chairperson Roger 
Cabral stated he felt they have 
exhausted public hearing comments 
at previous meetings and did not 
think additional conversation for 
public comment was warranted.  

He said he was satisfied moving 
forward with a virtual meeting.  

The board agreed, and the meeting 
will take place via  Zoom on 6/9. 

Mr. Cabral stated he still wanted to 
see a valid decommissioning plan from 
PJ Keating and that the Selectboard 
needs to think about adding addi -
tional conditions to the Soil Board 
Permit. He stated they informed PJ 
Keating of a few of the conditions 
they were contemplating, especially 
to the noise and operating hours and 
have not heard anything back.  

In other business, the board 
discussed the reopening of Town Hall. 

Mr. Cabral stated that they have 
been paying people to stay home for 
the last eight weeks and 

“If we have to move it back another 
four, or five weeks then we may want 
to look at furloughs,” said Mr. Cabral. 
“I don’t want to do that, but it looks 
like it might be the reality.” 

“That’s a change of heart, Mr. 
Chairman,” Mr. Gaspar said. “I think 
I’m having a heart attack right now.”  

“It’s a lovely segue into the 
reopening plan,” Mr. Cabral said.  

Acushnet Selectboard changes date of Town Meeting again

ACUSH: cont’d next page

HEATING OIL & DIESEL

$1.40 

Gal

Price may 
change

24-Hour Service
508-996-8042 • 126 MacArthur Drive 

New Bedford, MA 02740

www.luzofuel.com

Congratulations 
Class of 2020

SPECIALISTS IN LARGE DIFFICULT TREE REMOVAL

Free Estimates 

508-993-3588 
Fairhaven

Congratulations 

Class of 2020

Fairhaven Lumber Co. 
508-993-2611 

120 Alden Road • Fairhaven, MA

Congratulations 
to the 

Class of 2020

Reliable Solar Solutions 
Artie Leonard 
President & Owner 
508.441.0921 
artie@reliablesolarsolutions.com

CONGRATULATIONS 
Class of  

2020
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Board member David Desroches 
stated he would like to see a re-
opening plan from the Department of 
Public Works.  

Mr. Gaspar stated he was getting 
“dizzy and nauseous” over Governor 
Baker’s reopening plans. 

“I just can’t make heads or tails of 
it,” he said. 

The Selectboard received a 
reopening plan from the Acushnet 
Library and the Council on Aging and 
Mr. Gaspar said he felt those two, 
being the most “vulnerable” venues, 
should defer to the June 8, 2020 
opening date. 

“The plans are good ones, so I 
thank the two ladies for their pre-
opening plan, but I’m not in a rush to 
open either venue at this time.”  

Mr. Cabral said: “We need to figure 
out opening Town Hall and providing 
services to our residents.” 

Ms. Hebert stated she has been 
working with department heads to 
put a definitive plan together to open 
up town hall.  

Mr. Gaspar agreed that Town Hall 
needs to reopen sooner than later: 
“Our residents need to know they can 
come into the Town Hall safely 

instead of playing peek-a-boo through 
a drive-through window.”  

Mr. Desroches agreed saying he 
would like to see what Department 
heads come up with. 

Mr. Cabral agreed that Department 
of Public Works needs to be a part of 
that reopening. He said they need to 
get back to a regular shift as there is a 
lot of work that can be done around 
Acushnet with small crews. The 
board agreed to work with the Board 
of Health and the Town Administrator 
to come up with a reopening plan.  

In other business, the board con -
tinued to review Town Meeting Articles 
and the FY21 budget. Building 
Inspector/Town Planner Henry Young 
was on the conference call and briefly 
spoke about the Floodplain and 
Stormwater Amendment articles that 
had been on the warrant He said they 
had removed a few “non-
controversial” by-law amendments.  

Mr. Gaspar noted that Mr. Young is 
the part-time Town Planner as well as 
the Building Inspector and he 
receives an $11,000 stipend for a 
Special Project Manager. 

“With possible cuts looming over 
us,” Mr. Gaspar said. “Why is it 
important for us to keep that money 

in the budget for you?”  
Mr. Young said that he was hired as 

the part-time Planner years ago and 
then as the “Special Projects Man -
ager” through the Selectboard. He 
said that in his mind he does not 
distinguish one from the other. 

“I do a lot of overlap,” Mr. Young 
said, adding that the Special Projects 
Manager was part of his job to pursue 
and write grants on behalf of the 
Town. 

He said he has been doing a lot of 
“overlap work for the last two 
decades.”  

Mr. Gaspar said he thought the 
Selectboard should always be asking 
what services are being rendered for 
the salary that Acushnet is paying for. 
He said he is not stating that Mr. 
Young is not doing anything addi -
tional for the money, but he wanted a 
better idea of what he was doing. 

“I just think we need to stay on top 
of what we are paying extra for and 
find out what people are doing to 
earn that salary. I hate to see 
someone getting paid for a job and 
not doing it, ” Mr. Gaspar said.  

The Selectboard will meet at 5 p.m. 
on 6/9, just prior to the PJK meeting, 
scheduled for 6 that day. •••

MAC’S SODA BAR 
&CUSTOM CATERING
116 Sconticut Neck Road • Fairhaven 

508-992-8615

THIS WEEK’S SPECIALS: June 4–7

OPEN FOR TAKE-OUT SERVICE ONLY: 
Thurs. •  Noon to 8 p.m. 

Fri. & Sat. • 11 a.m. to 8 p.m. 
Sun.: 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. (except 5/24, see above) 

The dining room will be closed until the ban is lifted.

We are still offering complete,  
inexpensive  family meals on Thursdays. 

Select from: Baked Stuffed Chicken, Chicken Parmesan, 
Pork Chops, Meat Loaf and Shepherd’s Pie. 

$9.00 plus tax

• Steak Tips 
• Shepherd’s Pie 

• Chicken Parmesan 
• Chicken Pot Pie 

• Pork Chops 
• Pam Seared Scrod 
• Portuguese Style 

Littlenecks

Congratulations to 
the Class of 2020

Wayne 
Electric & Alarms 

508-997-5600   508-758-3068 
www.walarms.com 

Serving Bristol & Plymouth Counties for over 35 years

Congratulations to the  
Class of 2020 

from

ACUSH: cont’d from previous page
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Meet the Class of 2020

Anya K. Aadland 
High Honors

Quinn M. Allaire 
High Honors

Kylie A. Alves Costa Tahlia R. Amaral 
Honors

Elizabeth A. Arruda 
High Honors

Elizabeth R. Arruda 
High Honors

Ross J. Backstrom

Jacob W. Baiardi 
High Honors

Stephanie G. Barton 
High Honors

Kyle W. Beaulieu Abigail R. Benjamin Abigail E. Bernardo 
President 

Highest Honors

Olivia C. Bernardo 
High Honors

Athena R. Borges 
Honors

John T. Bowen, Jr. Rachel A. Braga Jack A Burr Ryan M. Campos Dylan J. Cantara 
High Honors

Brandon M. M. Carbin Dylan T. Cardoza

Nicholas T. Cardoza Miranda O. Carson 
High Honors

Madelyn E. Casey 
Honors

Jason J. Castelo William E. Castillo 
Guillen 
Honors

Julian J. Castro Owen C. Cebula 
Honors

Hannah C. Chan 
Highest Honors

Shawn J. Conlon Jenna S. Correia 
Historian 

Highest Honors

Katelynne E. Correia 
Honors 

Arieanna N. Cosmo Kelsey M. M. Cosmo Erinn G. Costa 
Honors

Mason S. B. Costa 
Honors 

Christian P. Cote Lauren J. Crowley 
High Honors 

Kenna M. Cruise 
High Honors 

Emily-Grace J. Cunha Brendan C. DaSilva 
High Honors 

Emily K. Dasneves 
Highest Honors

Photos courtesy of Mare Studios
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Meet the Class of 2020

Justin A. Days Payton J. Demanche Alexandra P. DeMello Chloe E. DeTerra 
Honors 

Ryan R. DeVincent Andrew G. R. Dimock 
Honors 

Althea J. Doherty 
High Honors

Sabrina T. Duarte Emelia B. Dube 
Salutatorian 

Highest Honors 

Tabbetha L. Dube 
Honors 

Arianna N. Dwyer Christina A. S. 
Eckenreiter 

Highest Honors 

Matthew A. Elliott 
High Honors 

Kylie E. Ellis 
Highest Honors

Turner L. Evich Christian D. Fall 
High Honors 

Julia R. Fernandes Arianna H. Fernandez James Daniel D. Flynn Devin A Fonseca 
Honors 

Dylan A. Fonseca 
Vice President 
High Honors

Lacey M. Freitas Fionna Furtado 
Honors 

Francheska Furtado 
Honors 

Owen R. Gallagher Kalvin O. Garcia 
High Honors 

Kandice F. Garcia Aiva E. Gonsalves

Emma S. Gonsalves Madison N. Hebert Anthony D. Helmerson Ethan D. Henriques Gabrielle A. Heroux 
High Honors 

Ashley C. Hiller 
Honors 

Claire K. Hubert 
Public Relations 

Honors

Grace L. Hubert 
High Honors 

Brody W. Hunt 
High Honors 

Luke T. Isaksen 
High Honors 

Victoria M. Kalisz 
Highest Honors 

Mason S. Kirby 
Highest Honors 

Keith L. Kruger, Jr. Megan E. Lajoie 
Highest Honors
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Meet the Class of 2020

Cassandra L. Lavigne 
Honors 

Victoria A. Lazaro 
 Honors 

Ines A. Ledo 
Honors 

Caroline G. Lemieux 
Highest Honors 

Myles F. Lopes Troy J. Lopes 
Honors 

Charton J. Lowney

Olivia E. Maciel 
Valedictorian 

Highest Honors 

Garret M. Magalhaes 
Highest Honors 

Madeline C. Major 
High Honors 

Colin J. Matton Jarrick J. O. 
Mazerolle-Camara 

Mackenzie J. McCree 
High Honors 

Dominic C. Medeiros. 

Max W. Medeiros 
Honors 

Olivia J. Medeiros 
Honors 

Gabrielle M. Mello 
High Honors 

Quinn A. Milligan Cassidy M. Milosek Aidan K. Molleo Haley M. Moniz 

Kayleigh E. Morris 
Honors 

Matthew J. Morris 
High Honors 

Hunter D. Nadeau Marcio S. Nery Madison J. Nightlinger 
Honors 

Trevor M. Oliveira Tommy C. Ortiz 

Trevor P. Pacheco Madelyn L. Pereira 
High Honors 

Mason R. Pereira Tyler C. Pereira 
Highest Honors 

Joshua J. Perry Mikenzie N. Perry 
High Honors 

Victoria I. Perry

Alexis R. Petty 
Highest Honors 

Kayla A. Picard Kelsey Pimental 
Honors 

Kayla R. Plante Natalie F. Renehan 
High Honors 

Collin D. Roderiques Boston D. Rodrigues 
High Honors

Photos courtesy of Mare Studios
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Meet the Class of 2020

Sofia V. Rodrigues 
Highest Honors 

Jenna R. Roth Kacy J. Ryan 
High Honors 

Corey A. Saucier 
High Honors 

Cameron G. Sauve Erik A. Senna Jacob J. Silva

Juliette S. Simmons 
Highest Honors 

Madison R. Skrutski Kalvyn K. Smith Rylee K. Sniezek Kassie L. Soares Jewelya R. Souza 
High Honors 

Melissa A. Souza 

Paige N. Souza Duncan F. Stewart 
Honors 

Alexandra A. Stuessi 
 Highest Honors 

Dorothee K. Surprenant 
Secretary 

Highest Honors

Cheyann M. Tavares Jordan A. Tavares 
Honors 

Madelyn R. Taylor

Helaina E. Thomas Jake E. Tichon 
High Honors 

Jeremiah L. A. Torres Makalya R. Turgeon Victoria L. Turner Ariana J. Vargas Corbin C. Veitch 
Treasurer 

High Honors

Photos courtesy of Mare Studios

Daphne E. Veitch 
Honors 

Braley L. Viera 
High Honors 

Zachary M. Viera 

Cassidy L. Vuolo Athena E. Xifaris 
High Honors 
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Devin Anthony Fonseca

We are so proud of you and your success in  
High School. We have watched you grow into  

such a fine young man. We admire your strength, 
determination, loyalty and compassion. We cannot 
wait to see what lies ahead of you as you enter into 
a new chapter of your life. Stay strong and always 

stay true to yourself. 

We love you!  
Mom, Dad & Zack 

Dylan Anthony Fonseca

Words cannot express how proud we are of the fine 
young man you have become.  

We look forward to watching you exceed all  
your dreams. As you continue your journey and 
approach new chapters in your life stay true to  

who you are, whatever comes your way... 
Keep smiling. 

We love you!  
Mom, Dad & Zack 

Brian Monroe Pamela Kuechler Stasia Powers Colin Veitch Donna McKenna Kyle Bueno

Dear Class of 2020,
       We are so proud of all you have overcome and achieved.  You have matured and
learned more in the past months than many learn in a lifetime.  Best of luck in your future 
endeavors and always remember you are a Blue Devil!
 Sincerely,
 The Fairhaven School Committee

“There is no education like adversity.”
                                           - Benjamin Disraeli

Congratulations FHS Class of 2020!



• You’re going to find yourself in 
some pretty tight sneakers. 

• Dutch Uncle  
• C’mon you gotta include it…“Up my 

a** sideways!” 
What we will miss:  

• Paula’s passion 
• Her cheer before the holidays 
• Our end of the year luncheon 

Phil Harding 
Phil Harding is a staple in the town 

of Fairhaven. With the exception of a 
few years away at college and one 
year at Dartmouth High School as a 
young teacher, Phil has been walking 
the Halls of Ivy as a student or a 
teacher for his entire lifetime. Born 
and raised in Fairhaven, he is the 
truest definition of someone who 
“Bleeds Blue!” And now the time has 
finally come to bid adieu to Mr. 
Harding in his retirement year. Some -
how and someway, we do not believe 
that Mr. Harding will actually be able 
to stay away from Fairhaven High, but 
we will work to ensure that his legacy 
will live on in the years to come.  

Here are a few words from his 
colleagues within the math depart -
ment at FHS.  

“Mr. Harding was my Geometry 
teacher, football coach, and mentor 
while I was a student many years ago. 
He has since been my colleague, 
supervisor, and career mentor as we 
have worked together for some 15 
years. Some of the more memorable 
experiences in my career have been 
with Phil Harding: co-teaching two of 
our math classes together in room 7, 
beating King Phillip on the football 
field, and never having to explain our 
relationship — you know, he being 
my boss at the same time I was his 
boss — will always be special to me. I 
am going to miss the mentor I’ve had 
for so long, and I can only hope to 
pass along some of that knowledge to 
the younger generations of educators 
moving forward.” 

— Scott Francis  

“Mr. Harding was my Pre-Calculus 
teacher in high school. In his class I 
felt inspired by his passion for 
mathematics, and his dedication to 
his students. After college, I too 
returned to FHS to teach, following in 
his footsteps. Although I never had 
the opportunity to be coached by 
him, I have been able to watch him 
coach, where his leadership, atten -

tion to detail, and love of athletics 
shine bright. I only have had the 
pleasure of teaching alongside him 
for two years, but I am so grateful for 
the knowledge that he has passed on 
to me. I admire his ability to be a 
strong leader, but also connect so 
personally to everyone around him. I 
will miss sharing my goldfish 
crackers with him during meetings, 
but most importantly I will miss his 
wise advice that he has for any 
situation. He is truly an inspiration, 
and FHS has been so lucky to have 
him for all these years.” 

— Courtney Girouard 

“I have been around Fairhaven 
High School in one capacity or 
another since 1986 when my older 
brother was playing football. I have 
not known a time when Phil Harding 
was not part of Fairhaven High 

School. He has been my Geometry 
teacher, basketball coach, and 
football coach during my time as a 
student at Fairhaven High School, and 
now for the past 20 years he has been 
my co-worker, boss, and a friend. As 
the leader of the math department, he 
has helped create a selfless, 
technologically savvy team that 
works and wants to help each other 
improve. It is an atmosphere that 
makes me enjoy going to work 
everyday. Mr Harding, as you head off 
into retirement I wish the best and 
want to remind you to sit back, relax.” 

 — Donnie Joseph  

“I joined the FHS staff 14 years ago 
as a new teacher with big dreams and 
huge goals. Mr. Harding quickly 
became a mentor and friend, 
someone who put in time and effort 
to help me become a strong teacher.  
Early on, we taught a common 
course, so we worked together quite 
closely. I quickly realized how 
privileged I was to be learning from 

his vast experience. Having moved to 
southeastern Massachusetts after 
college, I consider it divine interven -
tion that I found Fairhaven High 
School and was fortunate enough to 
build my career under his mentors -
hip. He taught me that it was okay to 
relax and be myself, and that students 
react best to those who are confident 
and real with them. Mr. Harding is one 
of the most respected teachers in our 
building because he holds students to 
a high standard, just like he holds our 
department to high standards as well. 
As my supervisor, his advice and 
constructive criticism have been 
more valuable than he’ll ever know.  
His leadership has helped us build a 
math department that is strong, that 
trusts each other, and is there at the 
drop of a hat to help each other out.  
He has our back, and we will always 
have his. It is hard to put into words 
the impact that Mr. Harding has had 
on me personally, but I know I would 
not be the teacher I am today if it 
weren’t for his guidance and friend -
ship. In my opinion, no one will ever 
be able to fill his shoes in quite the 
same way, and I do hope he continues 
to join us at Sweet Ginger for Half-Day 
Math Lunches every so often. Thank 
you, Mr. Harding, for all you’ve done 
for FHS, for your students, for the 
math department, and for me. We will 
miss you so much! Enjoy your 
retirement — you truly deserve 
nothing but the best!” 

 — Kathy Pittsley 

“When I interviewed at Fairhaven 
High a few years ago, I immediately 
knew it was where I wanted to work. A 
big part of that was because of Mr. 
Harding. Mr. Harding knew my 
grandmother and was able to make 
that connection with me right away. 
He made me feel welcomed and at 
home at Fairhaven before I even 
started. He also helped to form and 
lead a math department that was so 
supportive and friendly and would 
soon become the group of people that 
I would go to if I needed any help for 
anything. Mr. Harding embodies the 
Fairhaven spirit, and I do not think I 
have ever attended a sporting event 
where Mr. Harding has not shown up 
to, nevermind been a coach at. He 
holds high expectations for everyone 
he teaches, coaches, and supervises 
and as a new teacher, he has helped 
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RETIRE: cont’d from page 3

HARDING: cont’d on page 32

 

Phil has been walking  

the Halls of Ivy as a 

student or a teacher for  

his entire lifetime.  
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HAPPENINGS
Virtual Graduation 

Virtual graduation event begins on 
Sat., 6/6, at noon. Join the party 
throughout the afternoon. Com -
mence ment speakers: President 
Barack Obama, Michelle Obama, BTS, 
Lada Gaga, Sec. Robert M. Gates, 
Sundar Pichai, Sec. Condoleezza Rice, 
Malala Yousafzai; with special 
appearances by ASAPSciences, Alicia 
Keys, Chloe x Halle, Kelly Rowlan, 
Kerry Washington, The Try Guys, 
Zendaya, Mr. Kate, Dude Perfect, 
Jackie Aina, Zane Hijazi.  

Find “Dear Class of 2020 Com -
mencement Address,” Sat., 6/6, at 3 
p.m., at https://www.youtube.com/ 
watch?v=rxpTjcouaeQ 

Pirates & Privateers 
Pirates & Privateers Presentation, 

Friday mornings, 10:00 a.m., June 5 
through September, Fort Phoenix, 
south end of Fort St., Fairhaven, MA. 
Tour begins at fort flagpole. WEATHER 
PERMITTING 

For Public Safety, all audience 
members must wear masks and 
maintain six feet of separation. 

This fun interactive presentation 
includes a demonstration firing of a 
black powder swivel cannon, a 
demonstration of early medical 
practices and more.  

There is no charge for the Pirates 
and Privateers presentations, but 
donations are accepted for the 
Tourism Gift Account. 

You may visit Greybeard & 
Companie’s Facebook page here: 
h t t p s : / / w w w. f a c e b o o k . c o m / 
GreybeardCompanie/ 

Huttleston 
Marketplace 

Saturdays, 6/6 through Sept. 12, 
from 10 :00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m., 
Fairhaven Visitors Center Lawn/ 
Fairhaven High School Lawn,, 141 
Main Street, at Route 6, Fairhaven 

The Huttleston Marketplace has 
adopted safely protocols and rules for 
the 2020 season and beyond. The new 
rules may be viewed at https:// 
fa i rhaven tours . com/hu t t l e s ton -
marketplace-health-precautions/ 

Huttleston Marketplace is an 
outdoor bazaar featuring vendors 
selling select hand made arts and 
crafts, quality antiques and vintage 
collectibles, upcycled items, fresh 

farm produce, and locally prepared 
foods. It is a MDAR certified farmers 
market, allowing certified farm 
vendors  to accept WIC and Senior 
FMNP coupons. It is held rain or 
shine.  

At the recommendation of the 
Health Agent of the Town of Fairhaven, 
only farm produce, plants, honey and 
related food products and farm 
products may set up until such time as 
the Governor lifts the ban on non-
essential businesses 

Visit https://fairhaventours.com/ 
huttleston-marketplace-weekly/ for a 
list of vendors and other information. 

Read-Along with 
the Obamas 

Read The Bear Ate Your Sandwich 
with Michelle and former President 
Barack Obama at https://www.s 
tagesoffreedom.org/forum/make-new-
friends/read-along-with-michelle-
barack-obama 

Mosquito Control 
The Fairhaven Health Department 

reminds all residents to contact 
Bristol County Mosquito Control to 
ensure all properties have been 
properly sprayed for mosquitos. As 
we reflect on last year’s problematic 
encounter with EEE, our awareness 
must be heightened during the 
upcoming summer months.  

A note from Bristol County 
Mosquito Control: Residents can find 
information on our website www. 
mass.gov/eea/bristolcountymosquito 
control including a tentative spray 
schedule for which towns are done 
each day. Also daily, an updated list of 
street names will be posted for 
residents to see if their location is on 
the schedule for the following spray 
day. All of this information is weather 
dependent and can change if needed 
due to mosquito populations or virus 
detections.  

Bristol County Mosquito Control 
may be reached at (508) 823-5253.  

The Fairhaven Health Department 
strongly recommends following these 
precautions to protect against the 
threat of EEE:  
• Use bug repellant (the CDC recom -

mends using products that contain 
DEET, Permethrin, Picaridin, or Oil 
of Lemon Eucalyptus)  

• Wear light-colored clothing and 

long-sleeved shirts and long pants 
when outside between dusk & dawn  

• Avoid outdoor activity between 
dusk and dawn when mosquitoes 
are most active  

• Use mosquito netting on baby 
carriages, strollers and playpens 
for extra protection  

Donate Convalescent 
Plasma 

Southcoast Health enrolled in the 
Convalescent Plasma Expanded 
Access program through the Mayo 
Clinic and the American Red Cross. 
We are now encouraging patients who 
have fully recovered from COVID-19 
to donate plasma through the 
American Red Cross to help current 
COVID-19 patients. 

There is evidence that people who 
have fully recovered from COVID-19 
have antibodies in their plasma that 
can attack the virus. This 
convalescent plasma is being 
evaluated as a treatment for patients 
with serious or immediately life-
threatening COVID-19 infections, or 
those judged by a healthcare 
provider to be at high risk of 
progression to severe or life-
threatening disease. 

You may qualify to donate plasma 
for coronavirus patients if you meet 
specific convalescent plasma and 
regular blood donation eligibility 
requirements. 

If you’re fully recovered from a new 
coronavirus infection and meet the 
above criteria, please fill out the 
Donor Eligibility Form (https://www. 
r e d c r o s s b l o o d . o r g / d o n a t e -
blood/dlp/plasma-donations-from-
r e c o v e r e d - c o v i d - 1 9 -
patients.html#donorform). A Red 
Cross representative will follow up 
with prospective candidates to 
confirm eligibility. 

Visit Southcoast.org/covid19 for 
more information about our response 
to this public health crisis.  

Boston Pride Virtual 
Even though we won’t be able to be 

out in the streets together this June, 
Pride exists in all of us. We look 
forward to celebrating Pride with you 
this June. Start with the flag raising 
on Fri., 6/5, noon, that will be 
livestreamed. Visit  https://www. 
bostonpride.org/2020-virtual-pride/ 
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St. Anthony of New 
Bedford Federal  

Credit Union 

Your Community Credit Union

1743 Acushnet Ave., New Bedford, MA 02746 
www.stantcu.com • 508-996-5492

Congratulations  
to the 

Class of 2020

��

��
FULL SERVICE DEPT. OPEN

Custom Auto Sales & Service 
14 So. Main Street •  Acushnet, MA 02743 

508-984-5667

Congratulations 
to the 

Class of 2020
Best wishes 

to each of you 
as you follow  
our dreams 

into the future.

My name is Mike Ristuccia 
and I am a candidate for the 
Board of Health. As a means 
of introduction for those who 
do not know me, I am a long 
time resident in this Town, 
possess an innate desire to 
help others through Public 
Administrtion and am 
sincerely concerned about 
the financial future of this 
Town. I served the Town as a 
Board of Public Works 

Commissioner for a period of six years and was elected as 
Chairman for more than half of my tenure. 

If elected, I plan to use the skills I learned while on the 
BPW to ensure that our residents are well served by the 
Board of Health both operationally and fiscally.

PAID FOR BY MIKE RISTUCCIA

Congratulations 

to the 

Class of 2020
Fairhaven Center for Business 

65 Alden Road, Fairhaven, MA 02719 
508-997-8515 

www.VieiraIns.com

Congratulations 
to the 

2020 
Graduates

Competitive Insurance  
Rates for Auto, Home, Busines

Vieira 
Insurance Agency
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Beef • Chicken 
Produce Farms 
Sweet Bread 
Honey • Eggs 
Herbs • Jams 

Organic Soaps & Bath Salts 
Visit www.fairhavenfarmersmarket.com • We are a state certified farmers market.

Fairhaven Farmers Market 
At the Bright Yellow Farm Stand 

151 Alden Road • Fairhaven (next to National Bleach) 
Sundays, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. • June 21 through Oct. 25 

508-496-9209 • Allnaturalbeef@comcast.net

Accepting Senior and  
WIC Farmers Market  

Coupons, SNAP
PLEASE NOTE: We need everyone to practice 
social distancing and to please wear a mask  

as we will be following state-mandated  
farmers market guidelines.

Congratulations 

FHS Class of 2020!

Fairhaven police take a knee with protesters
By Beth David 

Editor 
The Black Lives Matter protests 

causing upheaval in cities across the 
country have not ignored this area. 
But, so far, local protests have been 
peaceful. A group protesting against 
police brutality in response to the 
death of George Floyd, made its way 

to Fairhaven on Monday, 6/1.  
The group of about 60 people 

started in downtown New Bedford 
and eventually made its way up 
Coggeshall Street to Benoit Square, 
where protesters were greeted by 
Fairhaven police and other local law 
enforcement agencies.  

But there were no clashes. Instead, 

several Fairhaven officers took a knee 
with protesters, who assembled in 
Benoit Square, then turned around 
and marched back to New Bedford, 
around 7:30 p.m. 

Lt. Kevin Kobza, Fairhaven Police 
spokesperson, said the department 
re-routed traffic to give the protesters 

L-R: Sgt. David Sobral, Fairhaven Police Chief Michael Meyers, 
and Lt. Kevin Kobza kneel with  protestors at Benoit Square in 
Fairhaven on 6/1/20, when a peaceful protest that started in New 
Bedford made its way to Fairhaven, where it assembled for a short 
time before heading back down Coggeshall Street. RIGHT: 
Fairhaven police officer Chris Bettencourt kneels and shakes hands 
with a protester. Photos by Glenn C. Silva. 

PROTEST: cont’d on page 37
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GRAD: cont’d from page 10
Brian Monroe said it was “over -
whelming to see all the smiling faces.” 

He said this year “will probably go 
down as the most special graduation 
in Fairhaven High School history.” 

He said fire and police depart -
ments from all over the region 
participated. It made the event even 
more special, but the students 
deserve it.  

“This is historic. We’re living 
history right now,” said Mr. Monroe. 
“It was totally awesome.” 

Assistant superintendent Tara 
Quirk Kohler said the whole crisis has 
allowed people to “refocus on 
priorities.” 

“The simple things,” she said. “And 
not taking things for granted.” 

And, after it was over, the diplomas 
handed out, the crowd gone, Dr. 
Baldwin made a simple observation. 

“That was a good day,” he said. 
“That was a good day.” 

In the middle of the event, as cars 
were driving up, parents and family 
members also voiced their approval 
of the non-traditional event. 

“They did a great job,” said Cathy 
Melanson when the family car drove 

by as her granddaughter received her 
diploma. “This was awesome.” 

And, just in case you thought that 

the day lacked the emotion of the 
traditional ceremony, fear not, there 
were plenty of tears along the route.

Jeremiah Torres (LEFT) and Matthew Morris (RIGHT) hold up their diplomas in triumph on 
5/31/20 at a different kind of commencement ceremony that included face masks and 
social distancing due to the COVID-19 restrictions. Photo by Beth David.
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We are so very 
proud of you 
Ashley Hiller! 

You have worked 
so hard for this 

moment so make 
the best of it!! 

Congratulations on 
your graduation!! 

We love you! 
Love, Mom, Matt, 

and Emily 

Congratulations, 
Grace! 

Remember that you can never 
cross the ocean until you  

have the courage to lose sight of 
the shore. You are smart, 

you are beautiful and you are 
important — stay humble along 

the way! We could not be  
more proud of you and your 

accomplishments. 
Keep reaching for the stars!  
We love you so very much! 

Mom, Dad and Sam XO 

Congratulations Seniors 
from Captain Todd

Althea, You did it! 
We are so proud of you. 

Your hard work and 
dedication have paid off. 
We can’t wait to see what 
you will accomplish next. 

Love, mom, dad, 
Owen, Meco, 

BB and Moochie. 

Congratulations 
Class of 2020

General Contractor

Licensed General Contractor  
for 40 years

Marc A. Gadbois • 508-992-0226

MA Const. Sup. Lic. # 003000 
MA Home Imp. Lic. #127675

EPA Lead Safe Certified 
Fully Insured

Materials Supplied by ABC Supply Company

Best Wishes to the 
Class of 2020
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Emelia, you continue to make us so proud. 
You have exceeded all expectations and remain 

an inspiration to all who know you. You are 
smart, talented, beautiful and kind-hearted.

Congratulations on the first of many 
accomplishments! We love you so much. 

Love, Dad, Mom, Phin and Jolee.

Congratulations Kylie!

We are so incredibly proud of you for all that  
you have accomplished. You have proven that  

hard work does pay off. We wish you the best of 
luck at Quinnipiac this fall. We will miss you  
but we know you will do well. We love you! 

With love from 
Mom, Dad, Amanda and the whole family

Proudly serving Greater New Bedford for 40+ years 
Cyclone: a name you can trust.

508-995-8816 • Anthony David • 508-400-4494 
833 Mt. Pleasant St. • New Bedford • www.CycloneCleaning.com

WE CAN DISINFECT YOUR WORKPLACE 
LOCALLY AND INDEPENDENTLY OWNED 

Call Anthony for a free estimate: 508-400-4494

Congratulations 

to the 

Class of 

2020

Follow Your Dreams 
Wherever They Take You 

Congratulations 
Kayleigh

Keep your spirit and your fire in your soul. 
Keep your drive, your passion and your determination. 

Tell your story! We are proud of you and your 
accomplishments. Stay sweet, stay fierce, and most 

importantly, stay you! 
Love, Mom, Dad, Jenna and Justina
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Grad Speech: Salutatorian congratulates the FHS class of 2020
By Emelia Dube 

Fairhaven High School Salutatorian 
Good afternoon family, friends, faculty 

members, and of course, graduates. I am 
Emelia Dube, and I’d like to start off by 
thanking those who have offered their 
advice, instruction, and support these past 
few years. I would like to say a special thank 
you to the Fairhaven School Committee, 
Chair Brian Monroe, Vice Chair Pamela 
Keuchler, as well as members Kyle Bueno, 
Donna McKenna, Stasia A. Powers, and Colin 
Veitch. I want to thank Doctor Baldwin, Mrs. 
Kohler, and Diane Sullivan for their involve -
ment and dedication to our educa tional 
journey through high school. 

Thank you to the board of selectmen and 
guidance department, in addition to our prin -
ci pal, Mr. Kulak, and our assistant principals, 
Mrs. Millette and Ms. Giannandrea. I’d 
especially like to thank our teachers who 
worked diligently alongside us to ensure 
that our knowledge and understanding 
continued to grow as the years went on. 

Last, but definitely not least, I want to 
give a huge “thank you” to all the parents, 
families, and friends. I know I can 
confidently say that the guidance and 
encouragement of my parents and close 
friends helped carry me to where I am today. 
Too often it takes getting to the end of a 

journey to become fully aware of the 
gratitude we have towards our biggest 
supporters along the way. So to all those 
who helped this year’s seniors cross the 
finish line, thank you.  

Next I would like to congratulate the 
Class of 2020. I bet I can speak for all of us 
and say that we’ve been waiting for this day 
for a long time. Many of us dreamt of our 
high school gradua tion. I know for me 
walking in as a fresh man, this day felt so far 
away. We were always told that high school 
would fly by, but things like that are hard to 
believe until it actually happens. Four short 
years later and here we are today preparing 
to go our separate ways.  

Our class has learned a very important 
lesson. One that we will certainly take with 
us throughout our lives. We have learned 
that nothing on this earth is ever really 
promised to us. We never would have 
thought we would be told that we couldn’t 
hang out with our friends, go out to eat with 
our families, or simply shop around the mall 
on the weekend. Now that these things were 
taken from us at the end of our last year as 
high school students, I speak on behalf of 
my peers when I say that we have taken for 
granted many precious things in our lives. 

I know that as seniors, we were a little 
shocked when we found out that March 13th 

had indeed been our very last day of high 
school. I wish I had held on to that day a 
little tighter, appreciated Fairhaven High 
School a little more. Right now we have a 
unique opportunity to pause and reflect on 
what gives our lives meaning and purpose. 
For me, that is the God who created the 
world and everything in it. Despite life’s 
uncertainties, I am comforted knowing that 
God is with me. 

The Class of 2020 will most definitely 
make history. Not only did we work hard 
throughout our years at Fairhaven High, but 
we also persevered through these uncertain 
times and finished the school year strong, in 
spite of our classes being suddenly switched 
to online. Even though the end of this year 
doesn’t look like we expected it to, we can 
make the best of it and reflect on the many 
memories we will cherish forever, 
embracing the laughs and even the tears. 

At this time I would like to introduce 
Olivia Maciel, someone who has worked 
very hard, excelling in each one of her 
classes. Through her brilliance and 
dedication to learning, we watched her 
surpass us all. She is a committed student, 
and I am confident she will go far. That being 
said, she undoubtedly deserves the position 
she has earned. It is my pleasure to 
introduce Olivia as this year’s valedictorian.

Congratulations FHS Class of 2020 
We are proud of each and every one of you for what you have 

accomplished this year. We wish you a great future. 
Hats off to the class of 2020. 

Remember we are here for you  
any way we can help out. 

God bless from the family of  
Cottage Street Motors, Inc. 

Ray • Sue • Karen

The People Pleasers

Buy here, pay here: We will work with you to get you  
behind the wheel of the car you love! 

508-992-1490 • Ask for Ray or Sue • 589 Cottage Street • New Bedford 
More than 20 years in the same location
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HARDING: cont’d from page 24
me tremendously in my first three 
years of teaching. Mr. Harding is a 
very realistic, honest person who has 
given me such important feedback 
that has helped me learn so much in 
the three years I knew him. Mr. 
Harding, I and the math department 
will miss you next year, but I am sure 
we will see you around!” 

 — Allyson Collette 

“During my first three years at 
Fairhaven High School as a Math 
Teacher I have been able to learn so 
much from Mr. Harding. From day one 
his welcoming attitude made me feel 
like I belonged here at Fairhaven High 
School. Mr. Harding has not only 
inspired me to achieve as a math 
teacher but as a coach as well. We 
share a similar love for coaching, and 
through that he showed me that you 
can connect coaching within the 
classroom to make yourself a better 
teacher. I look up to how Mr. Harding 
represented Fairhaven High School 
not only as a teacher and coach, but 
as a role model. The countless hours 
he put towards reaching out to 
students was something I always 
looked up to. From passing his office 
in the morning and seeing students 
arriving early for extra help every 
day, to always expecting to see his 
face during any sporting event. The 
math department will be losing a 
crucial member this year, and Mr. 
Harding will be truly missed by all. 
Once again, thank you Mr. Harding for 
all you have taught me over the past 
three years.” 

 — Cody Rodrigues 
“I have been working alongside or 

under Mr. Harding for 17 years. The 
impact he has had on my life both 
personally and professionally has 

shaped me into the teacher I am 
today and I certainly haven’t thanked 
him enough for that. His love of 
teaching runs deep and rubs off on 
those around him. You can’t help but 
love math or Fairhaven High when 
you are in his presence. He has taught 
me to teach with a passion and love 
what is bigger than myself and most 
often very loud. He has taught me to 
push myself and the students of 
Fairhaven just beyond what we think 
we can handle and then some. His 
passion to push people to be their 
absolute best both as a teacher and 
student is something I hope I can 
continue in his honor. 

As a supervisor Mr. Harding led by 
example and his actions always spoke 
louder than his words. Whether you 
were a first year teacher or a 25-year 
veteran, Mr. Harding supported and 
respected you so you could become 
your best self for the students of 
Fairhaven. Whether he was your 
mentor or not he always had an open 
door for you with an open ear and 
wise advice. I know it was always 
open for my passionate, two-minute, 
arm flailing, vent sessions every now 
and then. Mr. Harding  treated each 
and every one of us with the utmost 
respect and expected us to do the 
same. Under his guidance, support, 

and mentorship he has built a math 
department that can fight, celebrate, 
laugh, fight again, celebrate harder, 
and always end in lots of laughter and 
love for each other. If you can’t take 
some good constructive criticism, a 
good poke from all, or being held to 
high standards, then the FHS math 
department is not for you. He has 
taught us it’s ok to agree to disagree 
and still be, not just colleagues, but 
friends. The memories of our PLC’s 
and impromptu meetings whether at 
FHS or at Sweet Ginger will always 
have a special place in my heart 
because of him. Mr. Harding has made 
coming to FHS every day an absolute 
joy and his leadership will be greatly 
missed. 

In my third year teaching Mr. 
Harding gave me a gift. I don’t even 
know if he remembers since it was 
almost 15 years ago now, but it was a 
small gift with a grand gesture and I 
still have it today. He gave me a mug 
with the words ‘Role Model’ on it. 
That small gesture meant so much to 
me at the time and still does today.  
What I hope Mr. Harding does know, is 
that it’s he who has been the true role 
model for myself, his students, the 
math department, and his friends and 
colleagues. 

Thank you Mr. Harding for giving 
me the confidence to be the teacher I 
am today. I wouldn’t be who I am 
without you and your guidance. You 
have certainly left a huge mark on 
FHS and myself that will last a 
lifetime. You will be missed is an 
understatement. I wish you all the 
best in your retirement and expect 
that you will join us for our future 
Sweet Ginger outings. Enjoy 
retirement!” 

 — Julie Sunderland 

 

He taught me that it 

was okay to relax and  

be myself  

[Kathy Pittsley] 

 

Plot and headstone maintenance

John & Lori Sharples 
We will treat your family as our own

Call 774-365-7968

J & L

Congratulations, 
Graduates!

Congratulations 
2020 Graduates 

Best wishes to you all
508-999-1598 Office 
508-984-1799 Fax

360 Main Street 
Fairhaven, MA 02719

cbgcinc@gmail.com • www.cottrellbrosinc.com
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Congratulations Emily-Grace Josephine and the 
Fairhaven High School Class of 2020.

We are so proud of you and the young lady you have become. Always remember to hold onto  
the memories you’ve made these last 4 years and take them with you on your next journey. 

Enjoy your next big adventure at Bridgewater State University. 
Remember to live life to the fullest, enjoy every moment, never stop learning, 

and always continue to be yourself.  

All our love  
Mom , Dad , Jack , Nico , Vó and Grandpa
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Congratulations to  
our amazing daughters! 

We are absolutely 
thrilled that all of your 
hard work has paid off! 
May your next chapter be 
adventurous, bright and 
full of new friends and 
opportunities. You were 
both born to do great 
things in this world, and 
we can’t wait to see all that 
you both will accomplish. 

Our Alexis, you are a 
force to be reckoned with, 
and I will be in awe of 
your strength for the rest 
of my life. Always taking 
the hardest classes and 
pushing yourself to excel, 
your intelligent beyond, 
creative, kind, and always 
compassionate. We are so 

proud of you lovebug! 
Our Quinn, you are wildly entertaining, driven and whip 

smart! An athlete with a sarcastic sense of humor that 
overcomes all obstacles, we are so proud of you Q!   

URI...here they come! We love you girls to the moon and 
back! You both did it!!!!!!!!  

Congratulations 
Elizabeth!

Congratulations Elizabeth! I am beyond proud of you. 
Can’t wait until I see you get your first  

Academy Award! The world is your oyster! 
Love you, Mom

Congratulations 
Myles!!! 

We are so proud  
of you! 

We all love you so 
very much and we 

wish you a very 
successful future! 

 
Love Mom, Dad and 

sister Aaliyah!

Congratulations to 

our 2020 Graduates!

Madison & Trevor Oliveira
We are so very proud of both of you and  

your accomplishments 
We love you, Mom & Dad

We are  
so proud  
of you.

Congratulations, Josh.

Love, mom, dad, 
Heather



even … with the endless [Google 
Classroom] notifications on our 
phones and the botched [Google 
Hangout] meetings and the lack of 
motivation to do much of the work at 
all. We’re learning how to manage our 
time … and [make] our empty hours 
more worthwhile…. We’re figuring 
out how to let our peers, friends, and 
family feel our company even if we’re 
at least six feet away…. 

“We’re rolling with the punches, 
adapting to a less-than-perfect 
reality,” Maciel continued, “and we’re 

still here celebrating today. We’re 
apart for now, but the class of 2020 is 
bonded forever through this shared 
suffering and how much we’ve grown, 
learned, and changed from it, too.” 

Also in her speech, Maciel thanked 
her parents, Leeann and Tony, for 
“putting up” with her for seventeen-
and-a-half years, her “non-biological 
mother” and “all around coolest 
teacher” Amanda Pedersen, her 
closest friends, and all the school 
staff “doing their best with the weird 
world we’re living in right now.” 

Read Maciel’s entire written 
remarks at www.neighbnews.com.
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Public Hearings/ Legal Notices 
NOTE: All legal notices are available on the Neighb News website, www.NeighbNews.com, under the “Legal Notices” tab on the top of the main page. Legal ads are also 

available at http://masspublicnotices.org, search under “Fairhaven Neighborhood News”

PUBLIC NOTICE 
At their meeting on June 11, 2020, beginning at 

6:30 p.m., The Fairhaven Board of Selectmen will 
consider an adjustment reducing the number of town 
meeting members required to be present to constitute a 
quorum for any Town Meeting held during the 
governor’s March 10, 2020 declaration of a state of 
emergency.  

Due to recent changes by Governor Baker to the 
Open Meeting Law, G.L., c.30A, section 20, we are 
providing public access via the phone number and ID 
below: 

https://zoom.us/j/91175217304?pwd=SGpuOHRT 
d2VqU2l1WmkzL0VXOWVjUT09 

Meeting ID: 911 7521 7304 
Password: 689817 

Or Call: 1 929 205 6099 
The meeting can also be viewed live on Channel 18 

or on FairhavenTV.com 
FNN: 6/4/20 

Acushnet  
Zoning Board of Appeals 
The Zoning Board of Appeals is hereby giving 

notice that a meeting will be held by the Board on 
Tuesday, June 9th, 2020 at 6:30 P.M. in the Town Hall 
Meeting Room located at 122 Main Street.   

PUBLIC HEARINGS 
1. Case #2020.01.21A A continuation on the case of 

Garrett Soucy, of 5 Williams Street, Acushnet, who is 
petitioning for a Special Permit to be able to turn 
renovations or additions of his dwelling into an 
accessory apartment. This request is being made 
under the provisions of Section 3.3.1 “B” (1) and 
Section 3.4 “B”: Accessory Apartments. 

2. Case #2020.03.24A A case of Richard Bonville, of 71 
Quaker Lane, Acushnet, who is petitioning for a 
Special Permit to be able to convert a portion of his 
existing dwelling into an accessory apartment. This 
request is being made under the provisions of 
Section 3.3.1 “B” (1) and Section 3.4 “B”: Accessory 

Apartments. 
3. Case #2020.03.24B A case of Derek Sweet, of 51 

Gammons Road, Acushnet, who is petitioning for a 
Variance for the minimum setback requirements for a 
detached garage. This request is being made under 
the provisions of Article VIII Section 3.3.1 “E” (3). 

4. Case #2020.03.24C  A case of Jennifer Melo, of 367 
Middle Road, Acushnet who is petitioning for a 
Special Permit to convert a single family dwelling into 
a two-family dwelling. This request is being made 
under the provisions of Section 3.3.1 “B” (6). 

5. Case #2020.03.24D A case of Alfred Lemieux, of 17 
Hathaway Road, Acushnet who is petitioning for a 
Special Permit to be able to maintain his existing 
welding shop located at his address. A Special Permit 
was approved on July 19th, 1983 but never filed with 
the Registry of Deeds so a new Special Permit will 
need to be granted. The request is being made under 
the provisions of Section 3.3.1 “B” (13): Light 
Manufacturing.  

***Plans are available for Public view in the Town 
Clerk’s office during their normal business hours.**** 

FNN, 5/28/20, 6/4/20 

Fairhaven Planning Board 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

Tuesday, June 23, 2020 at 6:30 pm  
Banquet Room, Town Hall, 40 Center Street  

Fairhaven, Massachusetts  
Notice is hereby given that the Fairhaven Planning 

Board will conduct a Public Hearing at 6:30 P.M. on 
Tuesday June 23, 2020, in the Town Hall, 40 Center 
Street, Fairhaven, MA on RZ 2020-01: Crow Island 
Rezone to Mixed-Use. The proposal is to rezone Crow 
Island in Fairhaven Harbor from a Single Residence 
zoned district (RA) to Mixed-Use (MU). 

To Join the Meeting from home, Log on to: 
https://zoom.us/j/97197794292?pwd= 

OXNEbHgwSTZkTDN3akpQQ1hTK2k4UT09 
or  call 1-929-205-6099 

Meeting ID: 971 9779 4292 Password: 849219. 
The meeting will also be televised live on 

Fairhaven TV channel 18 and streamed live on 
Fairhaventv.com.  
•  The purpose of the hearing will be to receive 

information and public comment on the following 
Rezone application: RZ 2020-01 – Crow Island 
Rezone to Mixed-Use. The applicant, New Bedford, 
Inc., represented by Attorney John Markey, is 
requesting approval through the Rezoning public 
hearing review process to rezone Crow Island, a 2.3-
acre island in New Bedford/Fairhaven Harbor, from a 
Single Residence (RA) zoned district to the Mixed-
Use District (MU).The location is Crow Island, Map 44 
Lot 1 (2.29 acres). 

A copy of the application is on file at the Department 
of Planning and Economic Development, Town Hall. 
Due to the present coronavirus situation, visitors are not 
allowed at Town Hall. For information on the project go 
to: https://www.fairhaven-ma.gov/planning-board/ 
pages/rz-2020-01-crow-island-rezone-mixed-use 

You can call the Planning Department at (508) 979-
4082, Ext. 9 from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Monday 
through Friday, to discuss the application and ongoing 
measures to adopt to the situation. 

John Farrell, Chairman, Fairhaven Planning Board 
FNN: 6/4/20, 6/11/20 

Recipe of the Week
Graduation Caps 

24 miniature peanut butter cups 
1 tube (6 ounces) decorating 

frosting in color of your choice 
24 small thin mints 
24 milk chocolate M&M’s in color 

of your choice or 24 semisweet 
chocolate chips 

 
Remove paper liners from 

peanut butter cups; place upside 
down on waxed paper. 

Place a small amount of frosting 
on each peanut butter cup; center 
a mint on each. 

Using frosting, make a loop for 
each cap’s tassel. Place an M&M 
on top of each loop. 

 
Cute treats for your graduate. 

From TasteOfHome.com

Lenny Fleurent  
& Sons 

Masonry Contractors 
508-996-0861 • 774-271-4556 (cell):  

Over 55 years’ experience

CONGRATULATIONS 
CLASS OF 2020 
MAY ALL YOUR  

DREAMS COME TRUE!
Insured • Residential • Town Approved • Lic. # 013997

Eric Sylvia

774-849-0425 
Licensed Electrician for 24 Years • Lic: 13901A

Congratulations to the 
Class of 2020

Sylvia Electric — Powerful Service

MACIEL: cont’d from page 8
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125 Sconticut Neck Road, Fairhaven • 508-996-9212 
www.BaysideLoungeFhvn.com

Kitchen Open till 10 p.m. 
Full menu available for pick-up or  

delivery ONLY. 
Call us at 508-996-9212 for pick-up, or 

use DoorDash.com, GotChew.co, or 
GrubHub.com for delivery. 

Fish & Chips • Seafood Specials 
Burgers • Soups & Salads • Appetizers 

Thin Crust Pizza: Build Your Own 
Specialty Pizzas 

Clamboil • Chicken or Shrimp Mozambique 
Steak Tips • Lobster Roll • Scallop Roll 

Hot & Cold Sandwiches 
KIDS MENU (all $5): Hot Dog with Tots, Grilled 

Cheese with Tots, Fried Tenders with Fries

Congratulations to 

the Class of 2020 

Free 
Estimates

Lic. &  
Insured

arneexcavating@comcast.net 
340 Converse Rd., Marion, MA 02738

Congratulations 

Class of 2020 

Best Wishes on a 

Bright Future

Septic Systems • Water Mains • Sewer Excavation 
Roof Drains • Catch Basins • Foundation Excavating 

Building Demolition • Concrete Coring • Site Work 
Tree Service • Bucket Truck • Single Trees to Complex Lot Clearing

CLASS OF 2020
CONGRATULATIONS!

The entire Team at Howe Allen Realty would like to extend our congratulations to the 
graduating class of 2020!

Although we know that your final year was cut short due to COVID-19, we truly believe that 
this pandemic has better prepared you for all of the twists and turns of life. 

Behind you, all your memories
Before you, all your dreams

Around you, all who love you
Within you, all you need 

43 Center Street, Fairhaven, MA 02719 | 888.491.9993 | howeallen.com
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NEIGHBOR TO NEIGHBOR CLASSIFIEDS

 *= Predicted minus tides from -0.1 ft. to -1.0 ft 
**Predicted minus tides from -1.1 ft to -2.0 ft or more

TIDE TABLE 
US Army Corps of Engineers, Cape Cod 

Canal/Wing’s Neck

Thursday 4 0723 1945 0112* 1255*
Friday 5 0810 2033 0207* 1343*
Saturday 6 0900 2123 0307* 1435*
Sunday 7 0951 2212 0352* 1526
Monday 8 1041 2300 0425* 1609
Tuesday 9 1130 2350 0454 1648
Wednesday 10 ---- 1223 0526 1727
Thursday 11 0043 1318 0606 1815
Friday 12 0137 1411 0701 1932

HIGH                 LOW 
a.m.  p.m.    a.m.  p.m.

June 
2020

ALL IN PERSON MEETINGS 
HAVE BEEN CANCELED 

No in-person attendance is allowed by 
the public during the COVID-19 crisis. 

The information on how to join 
remotely is listed on the agendas. 

Public attendance may be allowed in 
the next phase of reopening in the 

state, but that has not yet been 
announced. 

Fairhaven Meetings 
Board of Appeals 

Tues., 7/7, Town Hall, 6 p.m. 
Board of Public Works 
Mon., 6/9, Arsene St., 6 p.m. 

Election 
Monday, 10–8, see page 4 
Finance Committee 

Thurs., 6/4, Arsene St., 7 p.m. 
Selectboard 

Thurs., 6/11, Town Hall, 6:30 p.m. 
Town Meeting 

Saturday, 6/27, Remote, 9 a.m. 

Acushnet Meetings 
Board of Appeals 

Tue., 6/9, Town Hall, 6:30 p.m. 
ELECTION 

Election has been posponed to 6/27 
PJ Keating Meeting 

Tues., 6/9, Senior Ctr, 6 p.m. 
Virtual via Zoom ONLY 
Planning Board 

Thurs., 6/18, Ford MS, 6:30 p.m. 
Public Hearing, in person with social 

distancing protocols 
Selectboard 

Tues., 6/9, Senior Ctr, 5 p.m. 
Town Meeting 

TM has been postponed to June 20 
(NOTE NEW POSTPONEMENT DATE) 

a safe space to assemble and protest. 
The purpose was not to block them.  

“We spoke with them,” said Lt. 
Kobza. “We had a really positive 
dialogue and then they left.” 

He said there was no advance 
notice that the group was going to 
Benoit Square.  

“I thank God every day that we live 
in a country that allows that kind of 
protest,” said Lt. Kobza. “I wish it was 
for a different reason, but I don’t get 
to choose.” 

He knelt with the protesters, along 
with Chief Michael Myers and Sgt. 
David Sobral, and several other 
officers. 

He said they did it because it 
showed, “that we don’t condone what 
happened” to George Floyd.  

Mr. Floyd, a 46-year-old Black man, 
died of asphyxiation after he was 
handcuffed behind his back, placed 
on his stomach, and a white police 
officer knelt on his neck for more 
than eight minutes, in Minneapolis, 
MN. His death prompted days of 
protests, some violent and ending in 
riots, across the country. 

In Fairhaven, though, the protest 
was peaceful and respectful. 

Lt. Kobza said they knelt, shook 
hands, and then both sides said 
“thank you very much.” 

He said there was no damage to 
any property. 

“They appreciated that we were 
not supporting what happened,” said 
Lt. Kobza. “When they left, there 
wasn’t even a piece of trash left 
behind.”

PROTEST: cont’d from page 27

FAIRHAVEN ALARM SYSTEM, SINCE 1976 
Burglar, Fire and Camera Systems. 

Ask about our low rate on U.L 24-hour alarm 
monitoring and FREE MONITORING. 

Replace your old alarm system with a new 
system for as little as $299 Complete 

FREE ESTIMATE: 508-992-7633 

HOUSE CLEANING 
Experienced cleaner, $15/hour 

Call 508-991-1104 

LOCAL ELECTRICIAN: 
28 years’ experience. Lic. #13901A. 

Small jobs preferred. Old houses a specialty. 
Generator hook-ups. Eric, 774-849-0425. 

CAR FOR SALE 2014 Chevy Cruze, 
116K miles. One owner. $6,000. 

Call 508-400-4494. 

FARM FRESH EGGS 
$3.00 per dozen. Call 508-993-9443. 

4/16 Please leave message. 4/16 

YARD WORK: Hedge & tree trimming, 
brush removal, clean-outs, painting. 

6/18  Call Les, 508-264-5182.  6/18 

RAY THE PLUMBER: Professsional 
plumbing and heating service you can afford. 
License # 16266. Call 508-958-0925.   ongoing 

SELLING SOMETHING? NEED TO PROMOTE 
YOUR SMALL BUSINESS? Place a classified 
ad! Only $7 for three lines, $1 each additional 
line. Call Beth at 508-979-5593. 

FIREARMS SAFETY COURSE State approved 
for Mass. license to carry firearms or FID card. 
Call Phil Lacerda, 508-989-6093.  ongoin 

FIND ’EM 
BAD CHECK • REPO • JUDGEMENT 

(Atty. Disc.) 
Ted Silva Investigations 

http://www.TSInvestigations.net  

KW POWER WASH 
Think Spring! Vinyl siding cleaning since 1985. 

4/9  Call 774-263-2597.  4/9 

ALL PHASES OF CARPENTRY Roofs, decks, 
sid ing. Small jobs, big jobs. Free estimates. Call 
Dave, 508-971-0929.  5/21 

COVID-19 update: Phase 2 next week
By Beth David 

Editor 
Massachusetts Governor Charlie 

Baker said this week that businesses 
on the “Phase 2” list, slated to reopen 
on 6/8, can begin preparations inside 
their stores to open in the next phase. 

Workers will be allowed in to 
prepare businesses and get them 
ready for the many changes 
necessary for the phased reopening. 

Retail stores will be allowed to let 
customers inside, but will have to 
limit occupancy. Youth Sports 
programs will also be allowed to 
begin, but with restrictions, including 
the number of participants and 

prohibiting contact drills. 
Restaurants will also be allowed to 

provide outdoor dining services with 
resrictions at the start of Phase II. 
Indoor dining may be allowed after 
Phase II is underway if there is a 
“continued positive progression of 
public health data.” 

Visiting long term care facilities 
resumed this week, but with a lot of 
restriction: only two people at a time; 
the visit must be pre-arranged, and it 
must be outside, and visitors must 
wear masks and stay six feet away 
from the person hey are visiting. 

For more information visit 
www.mass.gov
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We are all so proud of 
Stephanie who has been a 

great student at FHS 
participating in Soccer, 

Spring & Winter Track & 
Field, Concert Choir & 

Drama Club. She has earned 
through her dilligence, 

induction into the National 
Honor Society and the 

National Art Honor Society. 
She has been a Peer Mentor 

and spent many hours 
volunteering at CP7 Soccer 

Camps, Sea Lab as a 
Teacher’s aid, Gifts to Give 

and the FHS Looming 
Experience.  

She will be attending  
URI to study Wildlife & 
Conservation Biology to 

make a positive impact on 
our natural world and all its 

habitats. 
We love you so much 

Stephanie   And wish you 
all the best this world has to 

reward your continued 
efforts toward a brighter 

future. 
 

Love Mom, Angella & Noah

All your dreams can come true if you have 
the courage to pursue them. — Walt Disney 

Love, Mom, Wayne, Gab, Colin & Brooke

CONGRATULATIONS!! 

CORBIN & DAPHNE

From  

your  

first day  

of  

Preschool  

at  

FSH 

to your 

Graduation, 

it has been  

an 

adventure

We love you and are so proud of you! 
Mom, Todd, Miller & Sarelle 

Congratulations 
FHS Class of 

2020 
 
 

Best wishes  from  
FHS Class of 1968 

 
 

“Dream the Impossible Dream”
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Congratulations to the 
Class of 2020 

and we welcome you as the newest members of the 

FAIRHAVEN HIGH SCHOOL ALUMNI ASSOCIATION 

www.fairhavenalumni.org 

https://www.facebook.com/fairhavenalumni

P.O. Box 6 • Fairhaven, MA  02719 • FHSAlumni12@gmail.com



I hope everyone is safe, well and continu -
ing to stay positive. Thanks to the dedication 
and diligence of the Town Clerk, the Town 
election is finally going to take place next 
week. She has worked hard to ensure that the 
polls will be efficiently sanitized for the 
protection of both voters and poll workers.  

Throughout my campaign I have stated 
repeatedly that change in administration is 
imperative to secure the financial future of 
Fairhaven and I am dedicated to making this 
happen. The triple A rating that my opponent 
boasts about makes it sounds like Fairhaven 
should have no concerns financially. But how 
does the Town obtain a Triple A rating? Debt, 
that’s how. Granted the Triple A rating 
indicates the Town is paying the debt, 
however the debt continues to increase thus 
increasing the rating. And what does debt 
cause….financial instability. Unnecessary 
irresponsible spending, unnecessary hiring 
and excessive wage increases have lead to 
taxpayers reaching deeper in their pockets. 
Can you continue to afford this? 

If you want change, the time is now. 

PAID FOR BY KEITH SILVIA

          
   

  
“C

han
ge is in your hands”

THE CHANGE IS 
IN YOUR HANDS 

VOTE  

KEITH SILVIA  
FOR 

SELECTMAN  
MONDAY, JUNE 8th 

��


