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Teeming with information you need.
(And some you don’t need, but will be glad you have anyway.)

FHS makes playoffs for first time in 11 years

The team rushes the floor in celebration as the buzzer sounds ending the Fairhaven High School boys varsity game against Norwell on
February 26th. Fairhaven (5 Seed) won against Norwell (12 Seed) 63-54 in the Div. 3 South first round. This was the first playoff win for
the Fairhaven boys basketball team in 11 years. They faced Norton (4 Seed) in the second round on 2/29 and lost 57-29. See more
photos on page 12. Photo by Glenn C. Silva.

First Amendment to the U.S. Constitution
Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the
free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the
people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.

Judge Murray Gurfein, Pentagon Papers case, June 17, 1971:
“The security of the Nation is not at the ramparts alone. Security also lies in the value of
our free institutions. A cantankerous press, an obstinate press, a ubiquitous press must be
suffered by those in authority in order to preserve the even greater values of
freedom of expression and the right of the people to know.”

Fairhaven Neighborhood News

From
The Editor
WEST ISLAND —
A day late and many dollars short.

Beth David, Publisher

Don’t forget to
SPRING
FORWARD
this Sunday 3/8. Set
your clocks ahead one
hour when you go to
bed on Saturday night and you’ll be all set to enjoy the
start of Daylight Saving Time 2020.
We have some very sad news this week. Ellie Sylvaria
died suddenly (see page 13) on Monday. Ellie was
definitely one of those people who make this job so
great. He’s someone I probably would not have met if
not for the paper. He was a big man in a lot of ways. He
had a big heart, a big smile, and a big impact on the
people around him. He was only 53, and that’s just way
too young. I suppose there’s a lesson in there somewhere, about living life to the fullest and all that. But,
it’s really just very sad. We will all miss him, especially
his family and his militia family.
One thing I did not get into the story on page 13, but
that I did write about a few years ago, is that Ellie
believed the bunker at Fort Phoenix was haunted.
I’m thinking, maybe, just maybe, he’ll be visiting us
there when the militia has its events. If he can, I’m
betting he will. Farewell, Big Guy. See you in the bunker.
We have some meeting coverage for you this week
The Fairhaven Selectboard is talking budgets (see
page 3) , and the BPW is talking streets (see page 18).
Our cover is a fun one this week, the first playoff win
for the high school boys basketball team in 11 years.
Unfortunately, they lost in the second round, but, the
important thing is that they got there (see page 12).
We also have a DVDevelopments column this
week (see page 6), for those of us still
content to hunker down near the fire,
despite the time change.
Until next week then....see ya,

Support local journalism
No one does local like a local newspaper. And it does not
get more local than the Neighb News. Any small amount will
help. Just clip the coupon and send check or money order to
Fairhaven Neighborhood News, 166 Dogwood St., Fairhaven, MA
02719. Ask for a bumper sticker that says “I Support the Neighb
News.” And thank you for reading the little paper with a big voice.
Name: _________________________________________________
Address: _______________________________________________
City/State/Zip: __________________________________________
Email: __________________________________________________
Do you want to receive the paper by email?
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CORRECTIONS/CLARIFICATIONS

Free Political PR

Biden takes Fairhaven and Acushnet
Former Vice President Joe Biden
stunned the political world on
Tuesday when he surged to big wins
in the south and pushed out Bernie
Sanders for the delegate lead.
Delegate-rich California, however, is
not done counting votes, but so far
Biden is winning there, too.
As of press time the delegate count
for Democrats stood at 566 for Biden,
501 for Sanders, 61 for US Senator
from Mass. Elizabeth Warren, one for
Tulsi Gabbard. All other candidates
have dropped out of the race.
Locally, the unofficial counts are as
follows. Official results will be
certified in a few days.
Fairhaven
Joseph R. Biden 1085; Bernie
Sanders 905; Elizabeth Warren 427;
Michael Bloomberg 410, Pete
Buttigieg 108; Amy Klobuchar 38;
Deval Patrick: 27; Tom Steyer 24;
Andrew Yang 5; Michael Bennet 2;
One each for Cory Booker, Julian
Castro, and Marianne Williamson;
John K. Delaney 0.
On the Republican side, President
Donald J. Trump received 713;
William Weld 42; Joe Walsh 9; Roque

Summer is
Right Around
the Corner.
Are you
ready?
Moby Dick Marina

“Rocky” De La Fuenta 2
On the Libertarian ballot, Vermin
Love Supreme, Jacob George
Hornberger, Dan Taxation is Theft
Berman, Jo Jorgensen, and Max
Abramson each received one vote.
Other candidates received 0. On the
Green Party ballot, 0 votes for all.
Turnout was 34.2%, a drop from
2016 when it was 41%.
Acushnet
Joseph Biden 513; Bernie Sanders
441; Michael Bloomberg 186;
Elizabeth Warren 160; Pete Buttigieg
54; Amy Klobuchar 25; Tulsi Gabbard
15; Deval Patrick 13; Tom Steyer 11;
Andrew Yank 3; Michael Bennet and
Marianne Williamson 2; Cory Booker
1; 0 for Julian Castro and John
Delaney.
For Republicans, Donald Trump
received 447; William Weld 19; Joe
Walsh 5; Roque “Rocky” De La Fuente
2.
Libertarian: Vermin Love Supreme
2; Dan Taxation is Theft Behrman 1.
All other candidates 0. On the Green
Party ballot, 0 votes for all.
Turnout was 25.77%

The Neighb News will give all
candidates for townwide public
office in Fairhaven and Acushnet a
chance to get their message out. You
may submit an article of approximately 500 words, with a picture, and
we will publish at no charge before
the election.
Please contact the Neighb News as
soon as possible so we can plan for
space allocation in the issues leading
up to the election.
DEADLINE: Friday, 3/6 for
Fairhaven (4/6 election); Friday,
4/17 for Acushnet (5/16 election)
Send by email (preferred) at
NeighbNews@comcast.net, or by fax,
508-991-5580, or mail to 166 Dogwood
St., Fairhaven, MA 02719. Please put
text in the body of the email.
Call 508-979-593 or email with
questions.

Don’t forget to tell
our advertisers you
saw their ads in the
Neighb News!

Boat Slips
Available:
$88/foot
We haveWiFi
Arion Anezis
John Zolotas

2 River Ave. • Fairhaven • 508-994-1133 • www.mobydickmarina.com

Pine Grove Chiropractic
Personalized Healthcare
Dr. Carol Duphily
Massage Therapists on staff
508-998-8444
934 Ashley Boulevard • New Bedford
Like on Facebook: /pinegrovechiro

CELEBRATING MORE THAN 50 YEARS
Finalist for Best Chinese
Restaurant 3 Years in a
ROW

Eric Sylvia
Commercial & Residential • MA/RI/CT
Upgrades • Repairs
Emergency Calls • New Installation
Renovation & Re-models • Service Calls
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Licensed Electrician for 24 Years • Lic: 13901A
Fairhaven Neighborhood News

All purchases of
at least $20

With this coupon. Exp. 3/13/20
Not to be combined with other offers.

Sylvia Electric — Powerful Service

774-849-0425

2off

51 Main Street, Fairhaven Center
Gift Certificates for all Occasions
Trusted by your friends and
family since 1961

Thursday, March 5, 2020

Complete Menu of Chinese &
American Selections
Call 508-992-8668 for take-out.
Open every day 11 a.m.-10 p.m.
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Selectboard hears budget requests
By Beth David
Editor
Department heads made their cases
to the Fairhaven Selectboard on
Monday, 3/2/20, explaining why their
budget requests should be supported.
Departments submitted their budget
requests earlier this year to Town
Administrator Mark Rees He and his
budget team, Treasurer Wendy Graves,
Town Accountant Anne Carreiro, and
Human Resources Director Anne
O’Brien, then met with the department
heads to “delve into” what the requests
were about, said Mr. Rees in a phone
interview.
He then created his recommended
budget, which did not include all the
requests made by the departments. Mr.
Rees said he is committed again this
year, to creating a “consensus budget,”
with the Selectboard and Finance
Committee, so he will consider some
requests that he may have orignally
denied.
On Monday, Superintendent of
Schools Robert Baldwin made the case
for reinstating $200,000 that Mr. Rees
shaved off the bottom line. Dr. Baldwin
told the board that the new school
funding formula did not result in

Fairhaven getting any more money from
the state.
He also discussed an item he is
requesting from the Capital Budget,
which is a separate fund for capital
items. The schools are hoping to get
funding to replace the grass on the
football field with turf. He said the high
school is competing with area schools
that have modern athletic facilities, and
he fears that some students will opt to
go to other schools instead of choosing
Fairhaven. He also said that he could
get rid of $30,000 in field maintenance.
They could also hold more games.
When it rains, they cannot use the field
near the high school.
“Every new school comes with turf. If
we don’t compete, then we are going to
see money go away,” he said, meaning
tuition money that will go to other
schools.
Selectboard member Daniel Freitas
voiced support for the turf field, saying
that colleges are looking for “well
rounded” students. He also said sports
keep kids out of trouble.
Selectboard Chairperson Charles K.
Murphy also supported the idea, saying
it will boost morale to have a better
athletic field.

Dr. Baldwin said the lacrosse team
has to play away instead of at home
because of the wet spring conditions at
the high school.
Mr. Rees said he supported the
capital funds going to that project. The
Capital Planning Committee ranks
projects using a variety of criteria, he
said, and they “ranked it up on the list.”
Fire Chief Timothy Francis also
addressed the board, trying to get
support for $28,000 in overtime money
that he asked for, but was not in the TA’s
recommended budget.
In a follow-up interview, Mr. Rees
said he is going to make changes to add
the OT money, but he has to “figure out
where to get it from.”
Chief Francis also discussed the new
radio system for the fire department,
emergency management agency, police
department, and harbormaster. The
new system will be digital, and will
include Acushnet and Mattapoisett.
“We’re just trying to streamline
everything and bring it up to the 21st
century,” said Chief Francis.
IT director Nicole Potter told the
board that it will take time to build the
program, and they will start developing
SELECT: cont’d on page 22

National Harbor
Bus Trip
3 days, 2 nights – Fri. 8/28/20 to 8/30/20
Sponsored By: Bethel AME Church
532 County St., New Bedford, MA
Pastor Charles Cloy, Sr. Pastor

Trip Includes:
• Round trip motor coach bus
from New Bedford to Lancaster, PA; National Harbor,
MD and Washington DC
• Tickets to Sight & Sound
Theatre to see amazing
production of “Esther”
• Deluxe suite accommodations at a national hotel
chain at the National Harbor
• Rooms complete with one
King bed, full sleeper sofa
and full kitchen.

• Full hot/cold breakfast on
both Sat & Sunday
• Dinner on Friday
• Choice of spending Saturday
touring the many attractions
& museums in Washington
DC or enjoying all there is to
offer at the renowned
National Harbor.
• Sunday morning worship at
Ebenezer AME Church, Ft.
Washington, MD before
heading home.

Price: $450.00 Adults
$275.00 Children 12 and younger
(Assumes double occupancy in hotel. Cost is greater for
single occupancy

$125 non-refundable deposit is due by 3/20/20
For more information or to reserve your seat,
please contact Toni Pires at 508-961-9798 or
the church, 508-997-2410
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Mike Ristuccia

My name is
and I am a
candidate for the Board of Health. As a means of
introduction for those who do not know me, I am a long
time resident in this Town, possess an innate desire to
help others through Public Administrtion and am
sincerely concerned about the financial future of this
Town. I served the Town as a Board of Public Works
Commissioner for a period of six years and was elected as
Chairman for more than half of my tenure.
If elected, I plan to use the skills I learned while on the
BPW to ensure that our residents are well served by the
Board of Health both operationally and fiscally.

Thursday, March 5, 2020

PAID FOR BY MIKE RISTUCCIA
Fairhaven Neighborhood News

AROUND TOWN HAPPENINGS
In the spirit of an old-fashioned
Candidates Night
Fhvn Democrats
USO show, Seaglass Theater ComFairhaven's government access TV
pany presents a concert of rousing
Caucus
will hold a candidates night on Wed.,
patriotic numbers and timeless
3/11, at 7 p.m. in the Town Hall
auditorium, 40 Center St., Fairhaven.
Candidates have been invited to
attend and will be asked questions by
a panel including members of the
media. The event will be moderated
by Town Moderator Mark Sylvia.
Members of the public are
encouraged to attend. The event will
run on Channel 18 and will be available online at www.fairhaventv.com
Send suggestions for questions
directly to panelist Beth David, editor
of the Neighb News, at neighbnews@
comcast.net

Hoarding
Workshops

The Fairhaven Health Department,
and the New Bedford Fresh Start
program are co-sponsoring a hoarding remediation program known as
Buried in Treasures. This program is
roughly twenty weeks and is designed
for individuals who struggle with
hoarding disorder and/or individuals
who are interested in learning how to
support someone they know who
struggles with hoarding disorder,
such as spouses, children, family
members, care givers, etc. Please
keep in mind that those who join
must commit to the entire length of
the program. While we understand
twenty weeks sounds like a long time,
the program does fly by and members
of the group form a bond in which
helps to support each other during
the program.
There are two workshop opportunities being offered for Spring 2020:
• Amanda Blais, Saturdays, 10a.m. –
Noon (Starts March 7th), Millicent
Library Community Room, 45
Center Street, Fairhaven, MA
amandablais@comcast.net
• Ann O’Donnell, Tuesdays, 3-5p.m.
(Starts March 24th), Domino’s
Pizza Conference Room, 821
Rockdale Avenue New Bedford, MA
Ann.odonnell@newbedford-ma.gov
Please e-mail one of the group
facilitators listed above or visit the
location you would like to participate
in on the meeting start date. These
workshops are free and we welcome
all of Greater New Bedford!

Fairhaven Neighborhood News

Democrats from Fairhaven will be
holding their annual caucus on Sat.,
3/7, at 1:00 p.m. -3:00 p.m. at the
Millicent Library, 45 Center St.,
Fairhaven, to elect up to 8 delegates
and 4 alternates to the 2020 Massachusetts Democratic Convention
which will be held on Saturday, 5/30/20
at the Tsongas Center in Lowell, MA.
Doors will open at 12:30 and
caucus attendees must arrive at the
Millicent Library Auditorium no later
than 1:15 p.m. to participate. The
space is accessible.
The caucuses are open to all
registered Democrats in Fairhaven.
Unregistered or un-enrolled voters
may register as Democrats at the
caucus so they may participate.
Details on the rules for the caucus
can be found at www.massdems.org.
For more information, contact the
Fairhaven Town Democratic Committee
Chair, Diana Painter at dianamarie13@
gmail.com or 208-232-5942.

Thrift Shop Sale

Heavenly Treasures Thrift Shop at
the First Congregational Church, 34
Center St., Fairhaven, is having a
$5.00 fill a bag sale from Wed.,
3/18–Sat., 3/28. Clothing, shoes,
pocketbooks, coats (no dishes and
kitchen items). Open only on
Wednesdays and Saturdays from
10:00–1:00. Enter on William Street
under the canopy.

Benefit Dance

Friends of SMEC-PSILL 25th annual
benefit dance, Fri., 3/20, 6:30–10:30
p.m., Seaport Inn, 110 Middle St.,
Fairhaven. Tickets: $20. Silent
auction, instant auction, spin the
wheel. For tickets or to donate,
contact Sherri, 508-998-5599, Ext. 130.

FALPT Annual Mtg.

The Fairhaven-Acushnet Land
Preser vation Trust will hold its 2020
Annual Members Meeting on Mon.,
3/16, at 6 p.m. in the Millicent Library
Auditorium, 45 Center St., Fairhaven.
Use Walnut Street Entrance.

Get tickets now
Stars and Stripes Concert
Thursday, March 5, 2020

classics celebrating the men and
women who have served our country
and our community. The concert will
have professional soloists, a community chorus, and a multi-media
component with photographs and
stories of veterans shared in creative
ways throughout the show.
Date: May 10 at 3:00 p.m., First
Congregational Church of Fairhaven
Tickets available NOW at https://
starsandstripes.brownpapertickets.
com

Benefit Dance
Friends of SMEC-PSILL 25th annual
benefit dance, Fri., 3/20, 6:30–10:30
p.m., Seaport Inn, 110 Middle St.,
Fairhaven. Tickets: $20. Silent
auction, instant auction, spin the
wheel. For tickets or to donate,
contact Sherri, 508-998-5599, Ext. 130.

FHS Musical
The Fairhaven High School Drama
Club presents Little Shop of Horrors, at
the FHS Performing Arts Center,
Thurs., 3/26–Sat., 3/28, and a matinee
on Sun., 3/29. The club is promising
some very special special-effects.
Tickets are on sale now at the FHS
box office every Monday and
Wednesday night from 6-8PM. You
can also get tickets by contacting
Jeremy
Young
at
jyoung@
fairhavenps.net.

Scholarships

The Mariner Youth Soccer Association, which has provided soccer
instruction, skills clinics and both
recreational and competitive soccer
opportunities to children 4-18 in the
communities of Fairhaven, Mattapoisett, Marion, Rochester and Acushnet
for over 25 years, is pleased offer a
scholarship opportunity to Mariner
Youth Soccer Alumni this Spring.
Criteria are at a minimum: must be a
high school senior living in one of the
above listed communities and must
have played for Mariner Youth Soccer
for a minimum of 4 years. Scholarship deadline is April 11, 2020.
Applications can be requested by
emailing: marinerscholarship@gmail.
com or on our website: www.
marineryouthsoccer.com
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make yourself comfortable. As
I write this, The Invisible
Man has just opened in theaters,
and I’m morbidly wondering how
packed those theaters are going to
be. Does this strike you as a time
when you want to sit in a room with a
bunch of coughing strangers? By the
time you read this, we will have seen
how the coronavirus scare affected
(or didn’t) the box office. For those
who’ve fallen out of the theatrical
habit anyway, there’s always physical
and streaming home media…

MAY THE FORCE GO AWAY
The big kahuna of March releases
is probably Star Wars: The Rise of
Skywalker (March 31), which I missed
in theaters. The past two “Skywalker
Saga” films have been finer than frog
hair, and I expect to enjoy this one,
too. But I will have less than no
interest in any Star Wars films after
this, since the Saga has now ended
and we’ll be getting all new
characters who may or may not pack
the iconic power of Luke, Leia, Han,
or Darth Vader. Who am I kidding —
of course I’ll watch new Star Wars
films. Heck, I even watched Solo.

JUNGLE ADVENTURE
When the mediocre original
Jumanji film came out in 1995, I never
expected that twenty years later it
would be revived into a major going
concern for Sony, but here we are.

The rebooted series starring Dwayne
Johnson, Jack Black and Kevin Hart
just keeps getting bigger, and the
latest segment, Jumanji: The Next
Level, hits disc March 17. I’ll probably
give the franchise a shot at some
point, especially now that it’s picked
up Awkwafina.
Other kids’ stuff this month:
Playmobil: The Movie (Mar. 3), Spies
in Disguise (Mar. 10), Lego Jurassic
World: Legend of Isla Nublar (Mar. 31).

YOU CAN’T HAVE THE
BIRTH OF CINEMA
WITHOUT A WOMAN
The film studio and home-video
outlet Kino Lorber has done some
solid work restoring classics, and
they also shed new light on movie
history. On March 17, KL continues its
reverence for early female filmmakers
with a few collections. The twovolume Alice Guy Blaché contains a
variety of short films by the turn-ofthe-century trailblazer, who made
such successful movies for her studio
that she became its head of production. Then there’s The Intrigue: The
Films of Julia Crawford Ivers, which
assembles works or fragments that
Ivers wrote and/or directed back in
the World War I era. If it’s more
modern woman-directed cinema
you’re looking for, this month also
offers Melina Matsoukas’ acclaimed
lovers-on-the-run drama Queen &
Slim (Mar. 3) and Elizabeth Banks’
Charlie’s Angels reboot (Mar. 10).

EIGHT CRAZY NIGHTS
Think hard: which holiday is one of
the few not to inspire a slasher film?
New Year’s Eve? Thanksgiving? Nope
and nope. Until recently, no horror
movie had visited the Festival of
Lights…until now. Hanukkah (Mar.

17) seems to be somewhat campy
psycho-killer fare, with a cast picked
to please the fans: P.J. Soles
(Halloween), Caroline Williams (Texas
Chainsaw Massacre 2), Charles
Fleischer (Roger Rabbit), and two cult
favorites who appeared in the movie
and then died before it could come
out (Sid Haig and Dick Miller). Sounds
like a decent Tuesday time-waster. If
that isn’t your bag, we also have the
second reboot of Black Christmas
(Mar. 17; intentionally in competition
with Hanukkah?) and the latest
attempt to squeeze every last drop
out of The Grudge (Mar. 24).

STREAMERS
If you’re too wary of infection even
to hit up a Redbox or the library for
your movie fix, we got you covered,
and so do the major streaming
services. Netflix, for instance, hopes
you’ll binge their Spenser Confidential
(Mar. 6) and — one I’ve been waiting
for — Castlevania season 3 (Mar. 5).
Not to be outdone, HBO brings the
sure-to-be-discussed The Plot Against
America (Mar. 16) and the return of
Westworld (Mar. 15) to the table. Hulu
has the already-buzzed-about “docuseries” Hillary (Mar 6) and Reese
Witherspoon’s Little Fires Everywhere
(Mar. 18). And Amazon Prime touts
Agatha Christie’s The Pale Horse (Mar.
13).
Stay safe, and see you next month.

Don’t forget to tell
our advertisers you
saw their ads in the
Neighb News!

Fairhaven Neighborhood News
Ad rates • Call 508-979-5593 • Email: NeighbNews@comcast.net

Wayne
Electric & Alarms
508-997-5600
508-758-3068
www.walarms.com
24-Hour UL-Listed Monitoring Service
Security Systems • Fire Alarms
Closed Circuit Television • Card Access
Serving Bristol & Plymouth Counties for over 35 years
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was unnecessary over spending at the cost of the tax
payers. I have compiled information as an example.
What one Building Commissioner did for $83,498 is
now done by a Building Commissioner and a
Conservation Agent for $160,160. I have also
compared positions created (and money sought) by
the Town Administrator that was previously done
solely by the Executive Secretary. And now the Town
Administrator is seeking another $7,554 to add to
the HR salary of $71,722 totaling to $79,276 to
create an assistant for himself. When will it stop.
Respectively Submitted,
Keith Silvia
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In my previous letters in the Fairhaven
Neighborhood News, I made mention of what I felt


PREVIOUS

PRESENT

Building Commmissioner
$72,332 salary

Building Commissioner
$87,443 salary
Conservation Agent
$72,717
$38,129 (proposed assistant not
recommended)

$11,166 Conservation Stipend

TOTAL: $83,498

TOTAL: $160,160 (without assistant)


PRESENT

PREVIOUS
Executive Secretary
2016: $128,735
Used Town Vehicle

Town Administrator
$170,652
(includes $5400 vehicle allowance)

Human Resource (HR)

Hired HR person: $71,722
Seeking $7,554 to add to the present HR
salary to create HR/Assistant Town
Administrator totaling $79,276

Fire & Police Contract Negotiations

Received $40,000 from Town Meeting
for legal representation for contract
negotiations

Eversource Negotiations

Delegated Eversource negotiations to
Conservation Agent

TOTAL: $128,735

TOTAL: $289,928


It’s time to reverse the trend of over spending. Vote Keith Silvia on April 6th.
Change is in your hands.
PAID FOR BY KEITH SILVIA
Fairhaven Neighborhood News
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HAPPENINGS OVERTOWN
17 th century to better reflect
Irish Celebration
Highway Exits Mtg ofourthedeepening
understanding of the

Irish celebration concert with
Austin Burns, Tenor Guitarist, and
Michelle Gordon, Pianist. Music
Associated with Ireland's greatest
teno John McCormack
On Fri., 3/6, 7:30 p.m. (NOTE TIME
CORRECTION), at Pilgrim United
Church of Christ, corner of Purchase
and School Streets, New Bedford.
Donation: $15. Accessible.

Earth Eve Signup

Join our “Love Your Oceans”
procession! Celebrate Earth Eve on
AHA! Night Thursday, 4/9, at 5:00 pm
Make your earth day statement
and experience the fun! Show your
love with anything that a person or
group can wear, roll or carry along
the procession route.The only
requirements are that you must not
use fossil fuels, it must honor the
Earth, and you must be mindful of the
3R’s – reduce, reuse and recycle.
The Eco-float procession gathers
at 5:00pm at Market Street next to the
Library for the crowning of Mother
Earth and Father Ocean. Mother
Earth and Father Ocean will then lead
the
procession
through
the
downtown historic district, along
Acushnet Avenue and Pleasant Street
with a quick stop for review.
Procession will then return to Market
Street. Please be aware that the
procession passes over cobblestone
streets, and takes place rain or shine!
Registration is due by April 1. For
more information contact Deirdre
Healy
at
508-999-8641
or
southcoastserves@gmail.com
To sign up visit http://www.
ahanewbedford.org/Ear thEveSignUp.pdf

LGBTQ Film Series

The winter film series continues
with Signature Move, on Sun., 3/8, at
1 p.m., at the Whaling Museum, 18
Johnny Cake Hill, New Bedford.
This film contains adult themes.
Zaynab,
a
thirty-something
Pakistani, Muslim, lesbian in Chicago
takes care of her sweet and TVobsessed mother. As Zaynab falls for
Alma, a bold and very bright Mexican
woman, she searches for her identity
in life, love and wrestling.
For more information, visit
https://www.sclgbtqnetwork.org
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The Mass. Department of Transportation (MassDOT) announces new
online resources on the project
website for the Statewide Exit
Renumbering Project, including an
informational video on the project
and an online meeting. Visit
NewMassExits.com to access these
new online tools, learn about the
project, and ask the project team
questions.
Additional public information
meetings have been scheduled for the
opportunity to learn more about the
project and ask the project team
questions in person.
New Bedford: Tues., 3/10, 6:30
p.m., Public Library, 3rd Floor
Meeting Room, 613 Pleasant St, New
Bedford, MA 02740
More public information meetings
in the spring and summer of 2020 will
be announced as they are scheduled.
This project is converting all
existing sequential exit numbers to a
milepost-based numbering system,
per the Federal Highway Administration’s 2009 Manual on Uniform Traffic
Control Devices (MUTCD). Construction, which is scheduled to begin in
late summer 2020.

Science Cafe

Join us for our next New Bedford
Science Café, Tues., 3/10, 6:00 –
8:00pm, Greasy Luck Brewpub, 791
Purchase St., New Bedford. Open to
everyone! FREE, except for beer and
food!
“Tale of One Village and Two
Peoples: Archaeological revelations
about the Wampanoag village of
Patuxet & its later settlement as
Plymouth Colony, with guest Jade
Luiz, archaeologist & curator of
collections at Plimoth Plantation.
Plimoth Plantation, in partnership
with archaeologists from UMassBoston, is making surprising findings
that change our understanding about
the extent to which Indigenous
Wampanoag and English Colonists
interacted. Through ongoing investigation of sites (including those in
downtown Plymouth where the 1620
Plymouth Colony was built on top of
the former Wampanoag settlement of
Patuxet, as well as Wampanoag sites
and a walled European house closer
to the museum), the Museum is
constantly updating its interpretation
Thursday, March 5, 2020

past.
As Jade will describe, recovered
objects allude to constant interaction
and trading between the Wampanoag
and Colonists—more than previously
thought. Indigenous pots found in
English hearths; European copper
objects and glass beads found in
Wampanoag sites—such findings
complicate the perception that the
Pilgrims arrived into uninhabited
wilderness, or the Wampanoag lived
in isolation from their European
neighbors & other Indigenous people.
Clues suggest that “these two peoples
were far from strangers, and probably
continuously in communication with
each other,” notes Jade.
For more info: 508-984-1955. Keep
track
of
events
by
visiting
http://www.nbsciencecafe.com
or
join our FaceBook page (New Bedford
Science Café).

SAVE THE DATES:
New Bedford Half Marathon
Sun. 3/15, 11 a.m. Begins on
Purchase Street and goes through the
southe end and back to downtown.
Visit
https://newbedfordhalf
marathon.com. For best places to
watch
the
race,
visit
visit
https://newbedfordhalfmarathon.
com/race-info/#SpectatorInformation

Greek Independence Day
Please join us Fri., 3/27 at 5 p.m. on
the steps of city hall in New Bedford
on Williams Street to celebrate the
199th year of Greek Independence.
Taking its inspiration from our own
American fight for liberty and
independence, the people of Greece
raised the blue and white flag of
revolt against the Ottoman Empire at
the Lavra Monastery on March 25,
1821. The Ottomans had imposed a
400 year long occupation of the Greek
mainland. After a long struggle and
with the help of many other friends of
Greece, in 1829 they were successful.
We will raise the Greek flag in the
same spirit of freedom that they did
so many years ago. This year we pay
tribute to the heroic women of the
Greek revolt, the backbone of our
culture.
Free and open to the public. For
more information contact George
Kontanis, 508-994-4290 or email at
mands.zingali@gmail.com
Fairhaven Neighborhood News

HAPPENINGS/OTHER LATITUDES
can’t miss the joyful energy of
FREE Research
Grants for Artists Street
the little girl high up on the building
The Westport Cultural Council just before Rock Street. And everyone
Symposium
encourages all artists, writers, coming to Heritage State Park or

Woods Hole Sea Grant invites the
general public to “Science at Our
Shores,” its inaugural research
symposium on March 6, showcasing
both recently completed and newly
funded Sea Grant projects addressing
pressing environmental and coastal
issues facing the region.
Researchers involved in 14
separate projects, from shoreline
resilience, nitrogen loading and
sustainable fisheries to the increasing
presence of sharks and microplastics
in our waters, among others, will
present at the forum on Fr., 3/6, in
Redfield Auditorium, Woods Hole,
from 1 p.m. to 4:30 p.m.,
For additional details and a full
agenda, please visit https://seagrant.
whoi.edu/science-at-our-shores/.
Based at Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution, the Woods Hole
Sea Grant program supports research
and education, and an extension
program in concert with the Cape
Cod Cooperative Extension, that
encourage environmental stewardship, long-term economic development, and responsible use of the
nation’s coastal and ocean resources.
It is part of the National Sea Grant
College Program of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), a network of 34
individual programs located in each
of the coastal and Great Lakes states.

Mardi Gras FR

Join Rolling Thunder, MA Ch2 for
their second annual Mardi Gras
celebration on Sat., 3/7, from 6–11
p.m. at the Middlebor VFW, 12
Station St., Middleboro. Tickets: $20
each, are available for pre-sale (email
presidentrollingthundermach2@
yahoo.com) and will also be available
at the door the day of the event. Or
call 774-766-9214.
Enjoy a night out and a Mardi Gras
inspired meal while supporting local
veterans. Features live band, beads
and masks, 50/50 raffles, games,
photo booth, and crowning of this
year’s King & Queen.
Entertainment by local band
Miracle Maxx. Play the free games to
earn beads. The reveler winning the
most beads at the end of the evening
will leave with a coveted door prize.
Fairhaven Neighborhood News

scientists, musicians, historians,
creative people and organizations to
apply for a Helen E Ellis Charitable
Trust grant. This year the Council has
an astonishing $35,000 to distribute,
and we are hoping for a record number of applicants. You do not need to
be a Westport resident to apply.
Applications
and
further
information can be found at
https://westport-ma.com/westportcultural-council-wcc.
Or
email
westportcc02790@gmail.com
Nine printed copies of the application are required. Applications can be
left at the Council’s mailbox on the 2d
floor of Town Hall, 816 Main Road, or
mailed to the Westport Cultural
Council, P.O. Box 4089, Westport, MA
02790. Deadline for receipt of
applications is March 20.
The Westport Cultural Council
strives to continue Miss Ellis’s
mission by awarding grants that
support
arts,
music,
crafts,
conservation, wildlife, and history
preservation projects and programs
for children and adults.

Public Art Exhibit

Through Our Eyes Photography
Banners at nine locations around
Fall River, Mass.
In places all around Fall River, very
large striking photographs have been
mounted on building walls. What was
once a blank grey wall at 425 S Main
Street now offers a colorful collage of
flowers, trees, and children playing in
the city’s parks. Going past number
213 on South Main street, passers-by
can see a portrait of a pensive young
man, and if they turn the corner to
the Third Street Garage, they are
greeted by the engaging gaze of an
older woman working on a sewing
project. Folks walking down Purchase
Street towards Government Center
pass by captivating images of two
sisters dressed for their first
communion and of a mother enjoying
Kennedy Park with her two young
daughters. Photographs of two
women, one holding up the crabs she
plans to eat for dinner, the other
proudly dressed in an outfit
celebrating her heritage, greet people
coming down Pleasant Street in the
Flint. Anyone coming down Bedford
Thursday, March 5, 2020

headed for the waterfront boardwalk
encounters the lovely ocean and
boardwalk scenes mounted on the
outside of the Heritage State Park
Museum and Visitor’s Center. Those
who look carefully can also find
plaques below each of the banners
with explanatory captions and short
biographies of the photographers.
These photographs were all taken
by adult English-language learners at
SER-Jobs for Progress, Inc. who have
recently come from many different
parts of the world to make a home for
themselves and their families in Fall
River. None of them are professional
photographers.

SAVE THE DATES:
Comedy Show FR
Fund-raiser for Glenn Gardner,
Fri., 3/13 (NOTE CORRECTION),
Century House, 107 So. Main St.,
Acushnet. Hors d’oeuvres, 6:30–8:30
p.m.; comedy show and auction
follow. Tickets: $50. This fund-raiser
is being held to help Glenn and his
family with his mounting medical
bills to treat his ALS. Glenn taught
and coached in Fairhaven for 20 years
and also coaches girls basketball at
Old Rochester Regional High School.
For tickets, contact Susan Loo, 774510-0246. Donations for raffles are
also welcome, such as gift certificates
to restaurants, gift baskets, tickets to
athletic events, etc.

Attention !! All Veterans.
On Sunday, March 22 at 1:00 P.M.,
the Acushnet American Legion, 71
Hope St., will hold an informational
pertaining to your VA benefits. Our
keynote speaker will be Disabled
American
Veteran
Chapter
7
Commander James Gagnon. He will
speak on your veteran’s benefits and
assist veterans in filing claims.

Rummage Sale
Clothes, shoes, accessories, toys,
household items, domestics, books &
over 1000 records & more. New &
special items (in the Specialty
Corner). Fri., March 20, 1-7 p.m. &
Sat., March 21, 9 a.m.-1 p.m., St.
Julie Billiart Church Hall, 494 Slocum
Rd., Dartmouth, MA. Saturday 50% off
(excludes items in the Specialty
Corner)
Page 9

Recipe of the Week
Minty Green Popcorn
Clusters
Everyone will be dancing a jig
after one delicious bite
12 cups unsalted, unbuttered
popped popcorn
4 cups mini marshmallows
2 tbsp butter or light olive oil
1/2 tsp salt
1 tbsp green food coloring
1/4 tsp peppermint extract
1 cup green candy-coated
chocolate candies
Place popcorn in large mixing
bowl. In saucepan set over
medium heat, melt marshmallows,
butter
and
salt,
stirring
occasionally,
until
smooth.
Remove from heat; stir in food
coloring and peppermint extract.
Immediately toss marshmallow
mixture with popcorn; let cool for
2 to 3 minutes or until cool
enough to handle. Toss with
chocolate candies.
Shape 3 tablespoonfuls of
popcorn mixture into small
cluster; repeat with remaining
popcorn mixture to make about 32
clusters. Place on waxed paper–
lined baking sheet; let cool
completely.
From The Popcorn Board:
popcorn.org

Coronavirus information
Press Release
The New Bedford Health Department has posted helpful information
on its website regarding the 2019
Novel Coronavirus, or COVID-19. The
page is available on the City’s home
page, www.newbedford-ma.gov, or on
the Health Department’s page on the
City website, under “‘News.” The
page will continue to be updated and
the City and Health Department will
provide more information to share
any updates with the public.
Information on the 2019 Novel
Coronavirus is available online at
hwww.newbedford-ma.gov/healthdepartment/coronavirus/.
Recently,
the
2019
Novel
Coronavirus, first detected in China,
began spreading to other parts of the
world. This virus causes a disease
called COVID-19, which can lead to
fever, cough and shortness of breath.
There are now thousands of confirmed cases internationally, and the
virus has begun to spread in the U.S.,
including a confirmed case of the
virus in Massachusetts.
Anyone experiencing symptoms
listed below, and has traveled to
areas of concern, or has been in
contact with someone who has
traveled to these areas, should
contact their healthcare provider
before seeking treatment in person.
This situation will continue to be
updated, including on this site and
the Center for Disease Control’s
website, which is regularly updated.

To share a recipe
with your neighbors
Mail to 166 Dogwood St., Fairhaven, MA 02719;
fax to 508-991-5580; email to neighbnews@comcast.net
(Email preferred)

W

The Massachusetts Department of
Public Health website also includes
information about the virus.
The Health Department recommends to following steps to prevent
the spread of the virus, as well as
other viruses:
• Wash your hands often, using soap
and warm water, for at least 20
seconds. Use an alcohol-based hand
sanitizer (at least 60% alcohol) if
soap and water are not available.
• Avoid touching your face, eyes,
nose, and mouth with unwashed
hands.
• Avoid contact with people who are
sick.
• If you are feeling sick, stay home.
• Cover your cough or sneeze with a
tissue, and then throw the tissue in
the trash. Cough or sneeze into
your sleeve rather than into your
hands.
• Clean and disinfect touched
objects and surfaces frequently.
The virus is a respiratory virus
that may cause mild to severe
respiratory symptoms including:
Cough, Fever, Trouble breathing/
shortness of breath, Pneumonia (fluid
in the lungs) in severe cases
Call ahead to a healthcare provider
if you develop these symptoms and
have been in close contact with a
person known to have COVID-19, or if
you live in or have recently traveled
to an area with an ongoing spread of
the virus. Tell your healthcare proVIRUS: cont’d on page 20

WOODACRE LAW GROUP
Certified Mediator and Counsellor at Law
Mattapoisett Wharf and Wellesley

TEL: 781-237-6020 • LorriWoodacre@gmail.com
www.woodacrefamilylaw.com

Lenny Fleurent
& Sons
Masonry Contractors

508-996-0861 • 774-271-4556

(cell):

Over 55 years’ experience
SPECIALISTS in steps and chimneys

Jobs big or small — we do them all!
Cement Floors • Cement Driveways
Chimneys • Stone Walls • Patios & Steps
Sidewalks & Aprons • Fireplaces
Insured • Residential • Town Approved • Lic. # 013997
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St. Anthony of New
Bedford Federal
Credit Union
Your Community Credit Union

Septic System Install & Repair
Water Main-Water Service
Sewer Excavation Repair
Roof Drains — Catch Basins

Foundation Excavating
Building Demolition
Concrete Coring
Site Work — Stumping – Grinding

Trucking Rental & Deliveries — Loam, Gravel, Stone
Low Bed Service — Dump Trailer Services
Rock, Stump & Brush Removal & Disposal
Stone Driveways
Dumpster Rental Disposal Service: 15 • 20 • 30 • 40 Yard

Tree Service
Bucket Truck • Chipper Service
Single Trees to Complex Lot Clearing
1743 Acushnet Ave., New Bedford, MA 02746

Free
arneexcavating@comcast.net
Estimates 340 Converse Rd., Marion, MA 02738

*APR = Annual Percentage Rate.
**For qualified borrowers only. Rates subject to change.
Some restrictions may apply.

Lenten
Specials

Lic. &
Insured

Roofing Contractor
40 years in the
business
Detailed workmaship
Attentive, personal
service
Certified Owens
Corning Preferred
Contractor

We have many dishes appropriate
for those who observe Lent
Full Menu • Beer • Wine Martini

Offering extended warranties available only through
an Owens Corning Certified Preferred Roofing
Contractor
Marc A. Gadbois • 508-992-0226
Materials Supplied by ABC Supply Company

Lifestyles Plaza • 270 Huttleston Ave. • Fairhaven
508-991-7452 • Open 7 days/week: 5 a.m.–2 p.m.
Fairhaven Neighborhood News

MA Const. Sup. Lic. # 003000
MA Home Imp. Lic. #127675
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EPA Lead Safe Certified
Fully Insured
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FHS makes playoffs for first time in 11 years

From the opening tip-off both teams battled it out on 2/26/20, in a game that featured seven lead changes. Fairhaven High School came
out on top, though, beating Norwell to give the Fairhaven High School boys varsity team their first playoff win in 11 years. Unfortunately,
they lost to Norton, 57-29, three days later. ABOVE LEFT: Dominic Ramous takes his shot in traffic. ABOVE RIGHT: Fairhaven’s Conner
Rose flies high to lay one up. BELOW LEFT: It’s jump ball and Fairhaven’s too as Logan Berube gets the tip-off. BELOW RIGHT:
Fairhaven’s Peyton Demanche puts one in for two as members of the Norwell team look on and Fairhaven fans cheer in the stands.
BOTTOM LEFT: Team captains duke it out. Fairhaven’s Peyton Demanche keeps the ball away from Nick Fantom of Norwell. BOTTOM
RIGHT: Fairhaven’s Logan Berube makes it look easy as everyone else watches. Photos by Glenn C. Silva. For more photos of the
game, visit https://photos.app.goo.gl/G8FQXeup9M9n7Qtq9
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Fairhaven stunned at death of Ellie Sylvaria

Fairhaven Village Militia Commander Ellie
Sylvaria speaks to the crowd on 5/25/19,
right before the firing of the big cannons
during the spring encampment on
Memorial Day Weekend at Fort Phoenix in
Fairhaven. Photo courtesy of James
Mahaney.

By Beth David
Editor
One of Fairhaven’s most visible
figures died suddenly this week, leaving
friends and acquaintances alike
stunned. Ellie Sylvaria, 53, long time
member of the Fairhaven Village Militia,
and its Commander, died from an
apparent heart attack on Monday.
As per his wishes, there will be no
wake or funeral. He will be cremated
and a memorial service will be held
sometime in the future.
Mr. Sylvaria, a large man with a big
heart and big smile, was probably best
known for his role in the militia. He was
at every encampment, and stayed
overnight even when the conditions
were not ideal. He told the Neighb News
more than once that he loved sleeping
outside and would never miss a night.
He was especially proud of his direct
lineage to Bartholemew West, whose
house was burned down in the 1778
British raid on Fairhaven.

Mr. Sylvaria was always ready to get
more people involved in his precious
militia. He loved to demonstrate firing
the muskets, the cannons, both large
and small, and demonstrating how to
cook on the open fire...or at
demonstrating how to eat the food that
was cooked on the open fire.
His Facebook page and the pages of
other Fairhaven groups filled up with
tributes to him, including pictures of
him in his militia uniform. Many of the
posted pictures show him fast asleep in
his militia attire, indeed, as a soldier
might catch a few winks in between
assignments.
“The biggest thing I’ll miss will be
[your] bear hugs. Thank you for always
having a listening ear and helping me
pick on Matt. I love you and I’ll miss you
like crazy. Rest easy Ellie,” wrote
Shannon Medeiros on Facebook.
“You had a smile that could light up
any room and get everyone smiling and
laughing you had passion for your
son—landscaping business—and your
militia, you were the type of person
who was there whenever anyone
needed you - and when you and Peter
DeTerra went camping with the Boy
Scouts you two were like two teenagers
causing trouble lol—I will miss [your]
FB post and seeing your smiling face—
and all your silliness—your smile was
your trademark and your smirk was
your little devilish side. I will always
hold you in my heart we will miss you
terribly—Fly High Ellie Sylvaria you
have earned your wings way too
young,” wrote Melissa DeTerra.
“I don’t even know what to say
besides I was lost yesterday when I
heard the news,” wrote Tim Smith. “I’ll
miss you Uncle Ellie you always had my

back and supported me no matter what,
if I ever needed to laugh I knew exactly
where to go. I’ll never forget you. RIP
Uncle E.”
“Thank you for always being a kind,
loving gentleman who gave the best
bear hugs!!” wrote Julie Krause. “I’ll
miss you so very much Ellie Sylvaria...
rest in paradise my sweet, sweet friend.”
“Ellie Sylvaria you will be deeply
missed by many, but you impacted my
life deeply as a mentor and great
friend,” wrote Matt McDonald. “Being
part of the Fairhaven Village Militia is
like being part of a family and you
welcomed me in 8 years ago and it truly
won’t be the same without you around
the camp fire this year and years to
come. RIP Ellie ‘Militia Dad.’”
“Ellie loved Fairhaven and he gave a
lot to it in return,” wrote militia member
and Fairhaven Office of Tourism
Director Christopher Richard. •••

Ellie Sylvaria flashes his signature smile on
8/17/18, while helping his son Alex work on
his Eagle Scout project in the Little Bay
Conservation Area in Fairhaven. Neighb
News file photo by Beth David.

Fairhaven Fire Department responds to oil spill in harbor
Press Release
At 7:22 on the morning of 3/1/20 the
Fairhaven Fire department received a
notification that there was an oil spill
in the area of 50 Fort Street, Fairhaven
Shipyard. On arrival they encountered
a large oil spill of unknown quantity
but estimated to be over 200 gallons.
The spill predominately located from
Fairhaven Shipyard north to Linberg
Marine. Fairhaven Harbormaster
responded along with Department of
Environmental Protection and the
United States Coast Guard.
Fairhaven Fire Department and
Harbormaster deployed absorbent
Fairhaven Neighborhood News

boom and Sweep
boom to collect
the initial product
that could be
recovered. DEP
contacted Frank
Corp to respond
and mitigate and
recover
the
product.
USCG
arrived on scene
and oversaw the
collection of the
product by Frank An oil splll of more than 200 gallons creates a sheen on the
Corp. The source water on the Fairhaven side of the New Bedford-Fairhaven
Harbor on 3/1/20. Photos submitted by the Fairhaven Fire
is unknown.
Department.
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Fairhaven
Recreation Center
Open Mon-Thurs, 6 a.m.-8 p.m.;
Fri., 6 a.m.-6 p.m.; Sat., 8 a.m.2 p.m.; Closed Sunday • 227
Huttleston Ave, 508-993-9269
https://www.fairhavenma.gov/recreation-department

Yankee Stadium
Game Day Trip

April 18, 2020 Package includes
level 400 seat, choice of 1 hot dog/
fries or chicken fingers/fries a new
Era hat and 1 drink (water, soda or
beer). We leave the rec center at 7
a.m. for Yankee Stadium for the 1:05
p.m. game Yankees vs Cincinnati
Reds. After the game we will travel
back to the Fairhaven rec. $95. pp
Non-refundable $40

VOLLEYBALL
CLINICS

Coach Jacob Girard has designed
the next level volleyball clinic for
young athletes who want to take
their volleyball game to the next
level. Coach Girard has volleyball
coaching
experience
in
New
England’s professional Women’s
Volleyball team, division three NCAA
Collegiate volleyball, and Junior
Olympic club volleyball. The clinics
are drill and workout based to focus
on improving the skills used to play
volleyball. Game play will be used in
varying levels throughout the
session.

CO-ED 10-14 years old
Wednesdays, 5:15–6:15 p.m.; $60
Members $75 Non-Members. Starts:
April 15th Ends June 10th

15-18 years old
Wednesdays, 6:30–8:00 p.m.; $75
Members $100 Non-Members. Starts:
April 15th Ends June 10th

Support
Local Journalism!
Donate to the
Neighb News
through a PayPal link
on our website:
www.neighbnews.com
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Fairhaven Senior Center
508-979-4029 • 229 Huttleston Ave
Supportive Senior Day Care Program, 9-3 • 508-993-9455
Respite Care: one day, half-a-day. Regular rates apply.
Visit our website at:
http://fairhavenma.virtualtownhall.net/Pages/FairhavenMA_COA/index

Mall Trips
3/11 Patriots Place
3/25 Hyannis Mall, Xmas Shop, Trader
3/18 Providence Place Mall, Whole Foods Joes & Whole Foods.

Entertainment: 12:30–2:30 p.m.
3/5Karaoke w/ Rick • 3/12 Paid in Full • 3/18 Jordan Paiva • 3/19 TBT

Special Activities
Talent Showcase
Rotary Club of Fairhaven, 5th
Annual Senior Talent Showcase.
Contact Melissa Kucharski at 508-3304837 or Melissa @FSUINC.com, May
3,2020 from 1-4:00 p.m. at The
Fairhaven Town Hall, 40 Center
Street, Fairhaven, Event is FREE to the
public.

Fuel Assistance and
recertifications
The Fuel Assistance program
started in November for the 20192020 season. If you need help filling
out the recertification from or a new
application, Call Phyllis at the Senior
Center
508-979-4029
for
an
appointment.

Foster Grandparents
Program
Classroom Grandmas and
Grandpas Wanted
Help children who need it the
most. The program is open to
individuals age 55 and over who can
serve between 15–40 hours a week
and who meet eligibility requirements. For more information on
volunteering, contact Jacqueline
Medeiros at 508-742-9198.

Computer Technology for
Seniors
9-10:00 a.m. Space is limited to 15.
Please call the Fairhaven Senior
Center to sign up at 508-979-4029
• March 2, 4, 6 EMails to GMails.
• March 9, 11, 13 Google Cloud
Storage,
• March 16, 18, 20 Microsoft OneDrive Cloud Storage.
• March 23, 25, 27 USB Flash Drives.

Precision Sculpting
On Mondays, from 9-10:00 a.m.
Walk in Welcome. $6.00 per class for
more information please call 508-9794029.

Food Program
If you are a fairhaven Resident 60
or older you may qualify to receive
FREE groceries from the Greater
Boston Food Program commodity
supplemental Food Program . Call the
Fairhaven Senior Center to find out if
you qualify.

Don’t forget to tell our
advertisers you saw their
ads in the Neighb News!

Ongoing Programs
Call 508-979-4029 for days and times
A/G Consumer Mediator; Bingo; Board Meeting/monthly; Caregiver Support
& Education Group; Chair Yoga, Computer Training; Fit Quest; Friends of
Elderly/monthly meeting; Grocery Shopping; LGBT Supper Club; Live Band;
Medical Transportation; Nutrition Program/meal served; Osteoporosis class;
Outreach Coordinator; PACE Fuel Assistance; Pitch; Reassurance Program;
Shopping; Singles Senior Supper Club; Supportive Senior Social Day Program;
Tai Chi; Tap ‘N’ Time, Walking Clubs, Zumba.
Thursday, March 5, 2020
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EURO SHIP STORE/PHOENIX

THE place for UNIQUE
items. From clothes to toys
and everything in between!
24 Center Street • Fairhaven, MA 02719
508-992-1714 • eurshp@aol.com

Now
Open

Completely renovated (at the site of the old Pumpernickel’s)
Home style meals • Serving Breakfast and Lunch
Try our amazing variety of eggs Benedict
Portuguese favorites • Breakfast specials
Hours: Mon.–Sat., 7 a.m.–2 p.m. • Sun., 7 a.m.–1 p.m.
23 Center St. • Fairhaven, MA • 508-996-0518

Kitchens • Baths • Roofing • Siding
Gutters • Windows & Decks
WHEN YOU DEMAND THE FINEST
AT A SENSIBLE PRICE
Complete Home Remodeling • Free Written Estimates

Ross Cottrell

508-999-1598 Office
508-984-1799 Fax

360 Main Street
Fairhaven, MA 02719

cbgcinc@gmail.com • www.cottrellbrosinc.com

J&L
Year round maintenance
Seasonal plantings and decorations
Headstone cleaning
Reasonable Rates
Call 774-365-7968 for appointment
Makes a great family gift
John & Lori Sharples
We will treat your family as our own
Fairhaven Neighborhood News
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Acushnet Selectboard continues budget talk
By Pattie Pacella
Neighb News Correspondent
More budget discussions ensued at
the Acushnet Selectboard meeting on
Tuesday, 3/3/20.
The board heard from Principal
Assessor Kelly Koska, who stated that
her salary budget increased due to
Cost of Living Allowance (COLA)
increases. Her highest increase was in
the Management Consultant line item
from $5,000 to $12,500 for the
software company, Patriot Properties,
to appraise and enter the data in the
system for 500 parcels a year.
Ms. Koska explained that in the
past she would hire independent
appraisers to evaluate the parcels and
then she or town staff would have to
enter all the data. The contract with
Patriot Properties would be a better
use of time and money, she said.
Ms. Koska also submitted an
Article for Town Meeting in the
amount of $20,000 to hire an
appraiser to appraise commercial
parcels. She said it would be approximately seven different parcels.
She also discussed an Article that
she was submitting in order to charge
for a certified abutters list for

residents who require it. She said that
she and Town Administrator Julie
Hebert were looking into this article
to see if it was a general by-law they
had to write or how they would be
submitting it. Ms. Koska said she
would like to charge a $25 fee for a
certified abutters notice.
Lastly, Ms. Koska discussed an
article she was submitting to purchase an electronic tool either through
Patriot Properties or Mass GIS to
accurately provide the certified
abutters lists. She and the Board of
Assessors will review their options
before they submit the article.
Council on Aging Heather Sylvia
also reviews her budget with the
board. She stated she had increased
salaries with the 2% COLA.
Ms. Sylvia was also asking for the
position “Outreach Coordinator”
position to be increased at an
additional twelve hours per week, for
a total increase of $9,396. Ms. Sylvia
said the current outreach coordinator
works under a grant for 19 hours
weekly and is very much needed
more often. She said she would like to
see the town be able to fund the
additional hours; and she stated that

FREE APPRAISAL*

Let’s work together to 昀nd the right mortgage solution for you.

ACUSH: cont’d on page 21

NOW OPEN!

Southern Mass Credit Union is offering a
Free Appraisal* when applying for one of
our Agency Conforming Mortgage Loan
Programs.

String
Instrument
Sales, Service
& Accessories

• Low closing costs
• Competitive rates
• Local servicing

This is a limited time offer and won’t last
long. Visit one of our branches or talk to one
of our Mortgage Loan Originators for details.
*Maximum credit up to $500. Mortgage loan must meet investor guidelines
within membership area. Offer excludes portfolio and government loans.
Mortgage loan must be secured by a qualified residential property. Some
restrictions apply. Limited time offer.

Apply online today or at any branch location!

508-994-9971 | www.southernmass.com
Fairhaven | Fall River | New Bedford
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the current outreach coordinator
would not need benefits, thus saving
the Town financially when she does
go full-time.
The Selectboard also heard from
Police Chief Christopher Richmond,
who showed budget increasing for
clothing allowances for dispatchers
and patrol officers. He is was also
looking to upgrade software.
Chief Richmond stated he would
be submitting an Article to Town
Meeting for $106,000 to purchase new
portable radios and car radios. He
said that they were trying to improve
radio frequency with neighboring
Towns to all be on the same network.
The Selectboard also heard from
Kathy Silvia of the Department of
Public Works on information she has
gathered for the townwide bulky item
pickup.
Selectboard member Kevin Gaspar
stated it was something the Selectboard was asked about at the
previous Town Meeting repeatedly
and they agreed to provide this
service to residents.
Ms. Silvia stated she was in touch
with Waste Management and they

105 Sconticut Neck Rd., Ste. 2
Fairhaven, MA 02719

Bryon Knight – Owner
bryon@fairhavenfrets.com
3

7

3

8

508-433-FRET
“The Best Little Guitar Shop
On The Neck”
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MAC’S SODA BAR
& CUSTOM CATERING

“WE GO WHERE THE PROBLEM TREES GROW”

116 Sconticut Neck Road • Fairhaven • 508-992-8615

•
•
•
•
•

ST. PATRICK’S DAY FEAST!

Welcome to our most popular meal of the year:
the 27th annual corned beef and cabbage dinner,
especially created for all the friends of Ireland.
Mon., 3/16
Tues., 3/17
Wed., 3/18

SPECIALISTS IN LARGE DIFFICULT TREE REMOVAL

Free Estimates

11 a.m. to 8 p.m. 11 a.m. to 8 p.m. 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.
(Some of our customers come in and order all three days!)

508-993-3588
Fairhaven

Kitchens To Fit Your
Lifestyle & Budget

Our beef is first quality and
slow cooked to perfection.
$12.00 (plus tax)
This tasty meal is available to take home
at no extra cost. This tender treat
will not disappoint!

TREE REMOVAL • LOT CLEARING
AERIAL BUCKET TRUCK & BOBCAT SERVICE
FIREWOOD
PRUNING OF LARGE HISTORICAL TREES
YEAR ROUND SERVICE

Visit Our Showroom
• Full Service Computerized • Fine Cabinetry in as Little
Kitchen Planning
as 3 Days
• Free In-Home
• Custom Cabinets &
Measurement Service
Countertops

Fairhaven Lumber Co.

The Saturday Scallop Special
continues. Come in and discover
an exceptional bargain.

508-993-2611

120 Alden Road • Fairhaven, MA

Competitive Insurance
Rates for

Auto • Home
Business

See your old friends. See your favorite bands again!

Kitchen
Open
till 10 p.m.

Call or stop by for a
review and quote
Local and national
companies represented

Fish & Chips
Seafood
Specials
Dining Area
Function Hall
Pool Tables
Juke Box

Vieira Insurance Agency
Fairhaven Center for Business
65 Alden Road, Fairhaven, MA 02719
508-997-8515
www.VieiraIns.com
Fairhaven Neighborhood News

Entertainment & Food Specials
Mondays: $5 burgers
Tuesdays: 1/2 off pizzas
Thursdays: Karaoke 9:30 p.

Thursday, March 5, 2020

Fri., 3/6: Ed Macedo.
Sat., 3/7: Radioactive
Sun., 3/8: Open Mic Night, 6.

125 Sconticut Neck Road, Fairhaven
www.BaysideLoungeFhvn.com
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Acushnet: Meet Michael Leger
From Acushnet Fire & EMS
Department Facebook Page
THIS IS US
On February 3, the Acushnet Fire
Department started a new feature on
its Facebook page to introduce each
of their members to the public. This
week we meet Michael Leger.
Call Firefighter Michael Leger is a
man of many skills, all of which are
put to good use by the department.
His father, Paul Leger, a long-time
Acushnet resident, served the New
Bedford Fire Department for over 30
years, the final years of his career as
Chief. Mike joined our department in
2011 upon graduating from the Call
Firefighter Recruit Program in Fall
River.
Firefighter Leger is our very own
“Rocketman” having earned a
Bachelor’s Degree in Aerospace
Engineering and a Master’s Degree in
Space Systems Engineering. While
living in Florida, Mike worked on the
Space Shuttle project (and had the
honor of meeting Astronaut Jim
Lovell from Apollo 13, “Houston, we
have a problem”) and now works in
Burlington on a space project

involving
a
high
orbit
satellite.
When back
on earth, Mike
Leger
also
serves
the
town as a parttime EMT. His
calm, thoughtful
manner
proves a real
asset
during
emergency
situations. By
the way, Mike
isn’t done with
school yet! He
is
currently
enrolled
in
Paramedic
training
and
will soon bring
those skills to
the residents of
our community.
Acushnet,
this is Michael Michael Leger is a call firefighter in Acushnet and is the department’s
real life “rocket man,” having master’s degree in space engineering,
Leger.
and working on space projects at his full time job. Photo from the
Acushnet Fire & EMS Facebook page.

BPW discusses road projects
By Mary Macedo
Neighb News Correspondent
At its meeting on Monday, 2/24 the
Fairhaven Board of Public Works
discussed roadwork for the 2021
budget, as well as recycling material
surplus, and a policy on curbside
trash/recycling barrels.
The board also met with the
engineer of the new grease trap for
the Pasta House and reviewed the
plan and design. The engineer said
the restaurant hopes to get the
project finished by April 7.
BPW Superintendent Vincent
Furtado and BPW Chairperson Brian
Wotton said they were very happy
with the plan and the date that the
grease trap would be finished.
Mr. Furtado said that everything
looked good and he did not think
there would be any further issues
with the sewer line once the new
grease trap is installed.
Board member Frank Coelho asked
if the plan was okay with the Board of
Health. Mr. Furtado will be in contact
with the Board of Health to make sure
everything is good.
In another matter the board
Page 18

discussed optional roads to be fixed
in the 2021 town budget. Mr. Furtado
presented a list of roads ranked by
which ones need roadwork the most.
He said that the top three roads are
Bellevue Street, Massasoit Avenue,
and Fisherman Road. Mr. Furtado said
he recommended that the board
votes to do roadwork on those three
roads and they will have a little extra
money in the budget for a fourth road
to be fixed as well.
Mr. Coelho said he agreed with Mr.
Furtado’s recommendation to choose
the top three streets. He said he
agreed that Fisherman Road is a great
choice because it helps out 23 homes
and is the best “bang for our buck.”
Board members Cameron Durant
and Keith Silvia both agreed with Mr.
Furtado’s recommendations as well.
Mr. Wotton said that he agreed
with the recommendations also, but
was concerned about Fisherman
Road, which is on West Island. He said
three residents on the road told him
they did not want the road paved
because they are concerned about
cars speeding.
Mr. Wotton also explained that in
Thursday, March 5, 2020

the last few years the BPW has done
road work on a lot of West Island
Streets. Mr. Wotton said that last year
the BPW spent $400,000 fixing roads
on West Island.
He said that last year the board
agreed to take a break on paving
roads on West Island for this
upcoming year and do roads in
another part of town. He added that
fixing Fisherman Road would mean
that 50% of their budget was going
towards West Island. He said he
would like to see the money go to
another area of the town this year.
Board member Robert “Hoppy”
Hobson said that they have been
focused on West Island the last few
years because 90% of the dirt roads in
town are there. He also said that Mr.
Wotton only heard from three out of
23 residents on Fisherman Road.
Mr. Hobson also noted that last
year he did not agree to stop fixing
West Island streets.
Mr. Coelho made a motion to
recommend road work at the next
town meeting for the top three streets
Bellevue Street, Massasoit Avenue,
BPW: cont’d next paage
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BPW: cont’d from previous page
and Fisherman Road.
Mr. Furtado asked if Mr. Coelho
wanted to add a fourth road to his
motion because there is enough
money in the budget for one more
road.
Mr. Hobson suggested Roberts
Street from the list because it is in
another area in town.
The motion passed for those four
streets to be presented at Town
Meeting.
Mr. Wotton said he was not
opposed to the streets recommended
but he did not think it was fair and
wanted to stick with his words from
last year about taking a break from
fixing West Island roads.
West Island resident Scot Pomfret
addressed the board and thanked
them for all they have done for West
Island in the last few years.
In another matter the board
discussed recycling material surplus.
Mr. Furtado said in the future the
board will be voting on what to do
with non-valuable surplus materials
in town such as leaves, woodchips,
etc. He said a lot of recyclable surplus
material is not reused because it is
not cleaned or sorted properly.
Mr. Hobson said he wanted to
make sure that the surplus material is
advertised in case residents in town
or residents from other nearby
towns/cities would like the materials
to use for their own personal use.
Mr. Coelho suggested that they
look into ways to separate and clean
materials because it could possibly
help get more people interested in
buying the surplus materials.
Mr. Furtado agreed that it would be
a good thing to look into.
The board voted unanimously to
accept the policy of advertising and
voting on surpluse materials
In another matter the board
discussed the issue of trash/recycle
barrels being left out on curbs for
days at a time. Mr. Furtado explained
that the board needs to decide on a
policy and bring it to town meeting.
He suggested requiring that barrels
be put out on the curb no earlier than
5 p.m. the day before pickup and no
later than 7 a.m. the day of pick up.
Mr. Wotton suggested allowing the
bins to be left out on the curb for 24
hours, so if the bins must be out on
the curb by 7 a.m. the day of pick up
they need to be removed from the
curb by 7 a.m. the day after pick up.
Fairhaven Neighborhood News

Mr. Wotton said that 24 hours
allows residents who work different
shifts throughout the day or night
plenty of time to bring in their barrels
from the curb.
Mr. Furtado said there does not
have to be a penalty, but one can be
added later. He said a basic policy is
needed for town meeting. The borad
could possibly have the penalty be a
warning for the first offense and then
second offense could be a fee.
Mr. Coelho suggested the policy be
posted on the website for the public
to see.
Mr. Furtado said they can post the
policy on the website after it is
discussed at town meeting.
The board voted unanimously to
present the policy to Town Meeting.
In another matter the board

Mr. Coelho added that if
Mr. Wotton had a problem
with a BPW member being
on the MRC he should make
a motion to no longer have
a BPW representative on
the committee.
discussed upcoming meeting dates
for the BPW. Mr. Furtado said that
they made a list of all the BPW
meeting dates through June and there
are only two dates that conflict with
the Selectboard, which are March 9
and March 23.
Mr. Furtado said the board needed
to vote to accept the dates and then
they will be posted on the town
website.
Mr. Coelho said that the dates were
a big improvement and that he agreed
with the list. He agreed it would be
hard to get every meeting date not to
conflict with the Selectboard. Mr.
Coelho explained that he likes to
attend the Selectboard meetings.
Mr. Wotton said as long as the
Selectboard does not change any of
their dates then everything should be
fine.
The board voted to accept the
meeting dates.
Mr. Coelho also addressed the
board about comments that were
Thursday, March 5, 2020

made at the last meeting after he
walked out of the meeting. He said
that Mr. Wotton made comments
stating that Mr. Coelho was only on
the Marine Resources Committee
(MRC) because he is on the BPW.
Mr. Coelho noted he has been on
the MRC for 15 years. He also said
that Mr. Wotton made comments that
the Marine Resources agenda item
has not been discussed in six months.
Mr. Coelho said that in the nine and
half months that he has been on the
BPW Mr. Wotton has not once
followed the agenda and has not
mentioned the MRC line item.
Mr. Coelho said it was the Chairperson’s responsibility to announce
the agenda items, and it is not his
responsibility to interrupt to discuss
the MRC.
“If you had followed the agenda
down like you’re supposed to,” Mr.
Coelho said. “I would have actually
been discussing the Marine Resources Committee. But for whatever
reason you have chosen not to bring
it up in nine and half months.”
Mr. Coelho added that if Mr.
Wotton had a problem with a BPW
member being on the MRC he should
make a motion to no longer have a
BPW representative on the committee. He said that if that becomes the
case, then he would have to decide
which board he would rather be a
part of.
“I think you might have took that
the wrong way,” Mr. Wotton said,
adding that he usually goes down the
agenda and says old business/new
business and Marine Resources
Committee.
Mr. Wotton explained that when
Mr. Hobson was the representative
for the MRC he used to discuss the
topic during his old business/new
business as well.
Mr. Coelho said that if Mr. Wotton
follows the agenda Mr. Coelho should
not have to bring it up, that Marine
Resources should be announced like
the Superintendent’s report, because
they are both agenda line items.
Mr. Wotton reiterated that when
Mr. Hobson represenedt MRC, news
was always included in old/new
business.
“I’ve never heard of running a
board like that,” Mr. Coelho said.
“You want to take the spot,” Mr.
Wotton said. “You want to run the
show?”
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Public Hearings/Legal Notices
NOTE: All legal notices are available on the Neighb News website, www.NeighbNews.com, under the “Legal Notices” tab on the top of the main page. Legal ads are also
available at http://masspublicnotices.org, search under “Fairhaven Neighborhood News”
Middle Road, Acushnet who is petitioning for a
Fairhaven Zoning Bylaw that would allow
Special Permit to convert a single family dwelling into
Special Permits to be valid for up to three years.
a two-family dwelling. This request is being made
The purpose of the hearing will be to receive
under
the
provisions
of
Section
3.3.1
“B”
(6).
information
and public comment on a Text Amendment
The Zoning Board of Appeals is hereby giving
5.
Case
#2020.03.24D
A
case
of
Alfred
Lemieux,
of
17
to
the
Fairhaven Code Book, proposed by the Planning
notice that a meeting will be held by the Board on
Hathaway Road, Acushnet who is petitioning for a
Board that would allow Special Permits to be valid for
Tuesday, March 24th, 2020 at 6:30 P.M. in the Town
Special Permit to be able to maintain his existing
up to three years. Currently Special Permits are limited
Hall Meeting Room located at 122 Main Street.
welding
shop
located
at
his
address.
A
Special
Permit
by Section 198-8.B to “… lapse if substantial use
PUBLIC HEARINGS
was
approved
on
July
19th,
1983
but
never
filed
with
thereof or construction has not begun within two years,
1. Case #2020.01.21A A continuation on the case of
the Registry of Deeds so a new Special Permit will
except for good cause.” The proposal would allow the
Garrett Soucy, of 5 Williams Street, Acushnet who is
need to be granted. The request is being made under
Planning Board the ability to limit the validity of the
petitioning for a Special Permit to be able to turn
the
provisions
of
Section
3.3.1
“B”
(13):
Light
Special Permit to if “…construction has not begun within
renovations or additions of his dwelling into an
Manufacturing.
two years, or, at the Planning Boards discretion, up to
accessory apartment. This request is being made
***Plans are available for Public view in the Town
three years, except for good cause.” The flexibility to
under the provisions of Section 3.3.1 “B” (1) and
Clerk’s office during their normal business hours.****
allow Special Permits up to three years would also
Section 3.4 “B”: Accessory Apartments.
FNN,
3/5/20,
3/12/20
affect and use the same language in Sections:
2. Case #2020.03.24A A case of Richard Bonville, of 71
198.29.1.D[3]
for
Communication
Services;
Quaker Lane, Acushnet who is petitioning for a
198.29.3.E(17) for Sexually Oriented Businesses; 198Special Permit to be able to convert a portion of his
29.5.G(3) and 198-29.5.M(3) for Wind Energy Facilities;
existing dwelling into an accessory apartment. This
and 198.29.6.I(3) for Solar Photovoltaic Energy
request is being made under the provisions of
Facilities (SPEF).
Section 3.3.1 “B” (1) and Section 3.4 “B”: Accessory
A copy of the application is on file for public review
Apartments.
at the Department of Planning and Economic DevelopTuesday, March 24, 2020, at 6:30 pm
3. Case #2020.03.24B A case of Derek Sweet, of 51
ment,
Town Hall from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Monday
Banquet Room, Town Hall, 40 Center Street
Gammons Road, Acushnet who is petitioning for a
through Friday.To schedule an appointment to review
Fairhaven, Massachusetts
Variance for the minimum setback requirements for a
the application call the Planning Department at (508)
Notice is hereby given that the Fairhaven Planning
detached garage. This request is being made under
979-4082, Ext. 9.
Board will conduct a Public Hearing at 6:30 p.m. on
the provisions of Article VIII Section 3.3.1 “E” (3).
John Farrell, Chairman, Fairhaven Planning Board
Tuesday March 24, 2020, in the Town Hall, 40 Center
4. Case #2020.03.24C A case of Jennifer Melo, of 367
FNN: 3/5/20, 3/12/20
Street, Fairhaven, MA on a Text Amendment to the

Acushnet
Zoning Board of Appeals

NOTICE OF PUBLIC
HEARING
Fairhaven Planning Board

VIRUS: cont’d from page 10

vider about your recent travel and/or
contact with those who may been
traveling over the past 2-14 days.
If you traveled recently to areas of
concern and have symptoms
including fever, cough, or trouble
breathing:
• Seek medical care right away. Call

Page 20

your healthcare provide first to tell
them about your travel and
symptoms.
• Avoid contact with others. Stay
home, except to seek medical care.
• Avoid further travel.
Important Links: Center for
Disease Control, https://www.cdc.
gov/coronavirus/2019-
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ncov/index.html; Mass. Department
of Public Health, https://www.mass.
gov/resource/information-on-theoutbreak-of-coronavirus-disease2019-covid-19;COVID-19 Factsheet,
https://s3.amazonaws.com/newbedfo
rd-ma/wp-content/uploads/
sites/42/20200303150033/2019-ncovfactsheet-3.pdf
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NEIGHBOR TO NEIGHBOR CLASSIFIEDS
FAIRHAVEN ALARM SYSTEM, SINCE 1976
Burglar, Fire and Camera Systems.
Ask about our low rate on U.L 24-hour alarm
monitoring and FREE MONITORING.
Replace your old alarm system with a new
system for as little as $299 Complete
FREE ESTIMATE: 508-992-7633
FINE FURNITURE RESTORATION
Free Estimates, Over 15 Years’ Experience.
Veneering, Hand Rubbed Finishing.
Do your heirloom antiques need some TLC?
Call Michael, 508-997-1079.
Hand Crafted Custom Furniture
www.floatingstonewoodworks.com
ALL PHASES OF CARPENTRY Roofs, decks,
siding. Small jobs, big jobs. Free estimates. Call
Dave, 508-971-0929. 2/20
HOUSE CLEANING
Experienced cleaner, $15/hour
Call 508-991-1104

RAY THE PLUMBER: Professsional
plumbing and heating service you can afford.
License # 16266. Call 508-958-0925. ongoing
SELLING SOMETHING? NEED TO PROMOTE
YOUR SMALL BUSINESS? Place a classified
ad! Only $7 for three lines, $1 each additional
line. Call Beth at 508-979-5593.
FIREARMS SAFETY COURSE State approved
for Mass. license to carry firearms or FID card.
Call Phil Lacerda, 508-989-6093. ongoin
Commercial Cleaning. Husband and wife
cleaning team with over 25 years of combined
janitorial experience looking to pick up more commercial clientele. Please call Emily @ 206-3349831. Opalon Cleaning is bonded and insured.
SEEKING SMALL CAMPER Not a pop-up, but
not too long, either. Hoping to get the deal of the
century, but no junks, please. Call 508-979-5593.

FIND ’EM

Fairhaven Meetings
Board of Public Works
Mon., 3/9, Arsene St., 6 p.m.

CANDIDTES NIGHT
Wed., 3/11, Town Hall Aud., 7 p.m.

Conservation Commission
Mon., 3/9, Town Hall, 6:30 p.m.

Council on Aging
Mon., 3/9, Oxford Terr. 9 a.m.

Finance Committee
Thurs., 3/5, Arsene St., 7 p.m.
Thurs., 3/12, Arsene St., 7 p.m.

Marine Resources Comm
Thurs., 3/5, Town Hall, 6:30 p.m.

School Committee
Wed., 3/18, FHS Library, 6:30 p.m.

Selectboard

LOCAL ELECTRICIAN:
28 years’ experience. Lic. #13901A.
Small jobs preferred. Old houses a specialty.
Generator hook-ups. Eric, 774-849-0425.

BAD CHECK • REPO • JUDGEMENT
(Atty. Disc.)
Ted Silva Investigations
http://www.TSInvestigations.net

Sustainability Committee

THREADS, Sheryl Stangohr, 508-996-0750.
Needlepoint, embroidery, doll making, painting,
collages, gifts, custom design teacher. 2/27

KW POWER WASH
Think Spring! Vinyl siding cleaning since 1985.
4/9 Call 774-263-2597. 4/9

Acushnet Meetings

CAR FOR SALE 2014 Chevy Cruze,
116K miles. One owner. $6,000.
Call 508-400-4494.

FARM FRESH EGGS
$2.50 per dozen. Call 508-993-9443.
3/19 Please leave message. 3/19

Tues., 3/24, Town Hall, 5:30 p.m.

ACUSH: cont’d from page 16

stated they would only pick up three
items from residents at a rate of $28
per item.
“This is pretty aggravating,” Mr.
Gaspar stated. “That plan obviously
doesn’t work with 4,000 homes in
Acushnet; we are looking at over
$200,000 for bulky item pick up day.”
Ms. Silvia stated she spoke to
Department of Public Works Director
Dan Menard and he offered to do it
with his crew of nine, the first three
Saturdays in May. She said that the
Selectboard would definitely have to
put a 2-3 piece limit per household.
Selectboard Chairperson Roger
Cabral asked Ms. Silvia to write up a
Fairhaven Neighborhood News

Tues., 3/17, Town Hall, 6 p.m.

Board of Assessors
Community Preservation
Tues., 3/10, Town Hall, 4 p.m.

HELP WANTED
TOWN OF FAIRHAVEN, LEAD COUNSELOR –
AFTERSCHOOL PROGRAM The Town of
Fairhaven is looking for a part-time, temporary
Lead Counselor for the Recreation Center’s
afterschool program, to finish the school year
(June 2020). This position is responsible for
overseeing counselors in their duties of
providing afterschool care to students from M-F,
2 pm to 6 pm. Job description available at
Human Resources Office, 40 Center Street,
Fairhaven, M-F, 8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. Pay is
$16.05/hr. Must have experience caring for
children, pass CORI, background check,
excellent communication skills. Application is
available on the Town website: www.FairhavenMA.gov > Departments > Human Resources >
Employment Opportunities. Position open until
filled. 3/12

Mon., 3/9, Town Hall, 6:30 p.m.

Conservation Commission

Support
Local
Journalism!
Donate to the Neighb News
through a PayPal link on our
website: www.neighbnews.com

Tues., 3/10, Parting Ways, 6 p.m.

Council on Aging
Wed., 3/11, Sr. Ctr., 10 a.m.

Selectboard
Tues., 3/17, Town Hall, 5 p.m.

Selectboard/FinCom/SC
Joint meeting of the Selectboard,
Finance Committee and School
Committee
Wed., 3/11, Town Hall, 7 p.m.

TIDE TABLE

proposal to the Selectboard for their
next meeting.
In other business, the Selectboard
heard from Andrew Bernstein of
Kearsarge PPA, who explained that
Kearsarge owned a parcel of solar
arrays on Middle Road and was there
to offer the Selectboard the opportunity to purchase kilowatts from them
at a discounted rate.
Mr. Cabral said he thought it was a
good idea but wanted more
information.
“I need a flow chart,” he said.
Mr. Bernstein will work with
Building Inspector James Marot to
put together a visual for the
Selectboard.
Thursday, March 5, 2020

US Army Corps of Engineers, Cape Cod
Canal/Wing’s Neck
Mar.
2020

HIGH
a.m. p.m.

LOW
a.m. p.m.

Friday

6 0502

Saturday

7 0551

1815

1728 1039

Sunday

8 0737

2001

----

Monday

9 0824

2049

0138* 1409*

Tuesday

10 0913

2139

0235* 1500*

Wednesday

11 1003

Thursday

12 1053

2319

Friday

13 1144

----

2229

2246*

1132* 2344*
1320*

0330* 1547*
0418* 1629*
0503* 1711*

Saturday

14 0013

1240

0550* 1756*

Sunday

15 0112

1340

0652

1856

Monday

16 0210

1438

0913

2025

Tuesday

17 0308

1538

1050

2258

*= Predicted minus tides from -0.1 ft. to -1.0 ft
**Predicted minus tides from -1.1 ft to -2.0 ft or more
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SELECT: cont’d from page 4
it in a couple of months. The program
will allow all those departments to be
integrated.
Chief Francis said they will be able to
do inspections on site and not have to
go back to the station to type up notes.
For the IT department, Ms. Potter
asked for an additional person to help
with the day-to-day requests for IT help
from various departments. The IT
department has only recently included
a full time person who is responsible for
all IT needs of the town and school
department.
The new fiber optic network now has
the town hall and school department on
an independent system that is more
reliable than the commercial systems,
such as Comcast and Verizon.
Mr. Rees said in the followup
interview that the fiber optic system
makes it possible for the town to run
the phone system and internet use
through the town’s own system.
He is not recommending the additional staff person this year, he said.
The Police Department’s request to
make their part time custodian full time
will probably also have to wait, as Mr.
Ress did not recommend it.
Police Chief Michael Myers told the
board that the building is getting older
and requires more maintenance. He
also said that the fire department side
does not have as many people around
as before, so the custodian is picking up
a lot of those duties. He also said he
wanted the extra hours for some
outside work, and for the animal
shelter.
The department is also looking for
$10,000 for a heating system for the
animal shelter, which is being recommended by the TA.
Harbormaster Timothy Cox told the
board that he also needed new radios
before the new system goes online or

Artie Leonard
President/Dir. of Sales
508.441.0921
artie@reliablesolarsolutions.com
1 Chace Rd., #15
E. Freetown, MA 02717
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he would not be able communicate with
the fire and police departments.
“They’re my backup,” said Mr. Cox.
“When we go out, we all go out
together,” said Chief Francis.
Mr. Cox also discussed use of the
Hoppy’s Landing revolving fund and the
waterways fund.
Selectboard member Bob Espindola
noted that some people are critical of
the town using the waterways fund for
salaries. But it is an allowed use, he
said.
Mr. Cox will also be requesting
money to study dredging around West
Island and Hoppy’s Landing. He said
there are grants he can apply for, but he
needs to have boring samples, eel grass
studies, and other information before
he can apply for them.
Building Commissioner Kristian
White explained that his permit
revenue was down because of a slowdown in commercial building in town.
He said the $90,000 drop was not due to
the number of residential permits. He
said those numbers are comparable.
“We’re looking better right now,” he
said, adding that more projects have
come in recently. “So things are looking
up.”
Several departments, including Building, Health, and Human Resources, are
also looking for new software programs.
HR Director Anne O’Brien said her
request will allow for digital sign-off of
personnel polices. The program will
allow the town to track more easily
which employees have finished which
trainings, and if they have familiarized
themselves with required policies.
Mr. Freitas asked Ms. O’Brien about
the “job change,” which was in
reference to a plan to reclassify two
positions.
Mr. Rees told the Neighb News that
no work has been done on that, and it is
a long process. He
has asked for
$7500 in reserve
for possible reclassifications of the
positions.
Health
Agent
Mary Freire-Kellogg

told the board that new software will
allow inspectors to do all the
paperwork on site and email the
reports to the owners.
She also noted that she submitted
her
budget
with
no
vehicle
maintenance costs, but did fund
mileage. In past Selectboard meetings,
there were discussions about a vehicle
assigned to the health department that
is not being used.
Paul Foley, Director of Planning and
Economic Development, made a
request for a part time person to
supplement
his
support
staff.
Conservation Agent Whitney McClees
also asked for a full time person. There
is a possibility that the two
departments could share an administrative assistant, but not this time
around. Mr. Rees is not recommending
the position.
“One of my projects going forward is
how to use our staff more efficiently,”
said Mr. Rees.
Mr. Freitas reiterated an oft-voiced
complaint that he has heard from
residents that the doors are closed to
some departments during the day.
“When people come in, they need to
open the door and see staff,” said Mr.
Freitas.
Mr. Rees said in the phone interview
that he is still not recommending the
additional position.
“Not that I don’t think it’s
necessary,” said Mr. Rees, but the town
just signed new collective bargaining
agreements. “We need to meet our
agreed-to obligations before we start
adding things.”
The board also heard from public
works superintendent Vincent Furtado,
whose big request will be $2 million for
a the design of the upgrade to the
wastewater treatment plant. He said the
new plant has to be online by 2025.
Mr. Espindola said that he has heard
from people who are concerned when
they hear “really high numbers,” and
they want to know how it will affect
their taxes.
He asked Mr. Rees to project the
impact on taxes when they are talking
about capital projects.
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16 Bog Iron Road, West Wareham | $449,000
Stunning contemporary cape, in sought after Old Mill Estates.
This home truly has it all! Exterior includes: aluminum
wrapped trim, seamless gutters, sprinkler system, prof
landscaping, vinyl fenced rear yard, and ﬁre pit. Step into the
foyer with beautiful marble ﬂooring and cathedral ceilings.
Through the foyer is a half bath and sunken pergo living room
with sliders to the back deck and a wood burn stove. Kitchen
includes granite counter tops, breakfast bar, and stainless
steel appliances. Off the kitchen is a dining room that
overlooks the living room. Also on the ﬁrst ﬂoor, is the master
bedroom with double closets and a master bath with whirlpool
tub. Upstairs are two over-sized bedrooms with walking
closets, additional full bath; all connected by a cat walk. The
partially ﬁnished basement has endless possibilities for
additional living space. Currently the space is set up to
include an ofﬁce, den, and fourth bedroom.

For further information on this property or to schedule a showing, please contact our listing agent, Cassie Canastra
Mobile: 508.717.7214 | Email: cassie@howeallen.com
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